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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
HIGHER EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF KEW YORK
ACTING AS THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF A COMMUMITY COLLEGE

{ARTICLE 126 OF THE EDUCATION LAM)

NOYEMBLR 12, 1969

ILDTWG

AT THE BOARD HEADQUARTERS BU
535 EAST BO STREET - BOROUGH OF MARHATTAN
The Chairmin called the meeting o order at 5:30 p.m.

There were present:

Fredecick Burkhardt, Chafrman
David 1. Aske

HMaria Josefa Canimo
Porter B. Chandier
Jear=Louts d'Heilly
M ll.:“: n
nogola P. Ingerio
Robert Ross Johnson.

Francis Eeppel
Samgt Ofcar Lee

amfn F. Wclaurin
Louls Munez
Jack I. Poses
Lufs Quera Chiesa
Ruth 5.
[1l2 5. Streator
Arleigh 8. Willfamion

K. Michael Carfora, Secretary of the Board
Arthur H. Kahn, General Counsel

Chancallor Albert H. Bowker
Actg. Pres. Joseph J. Copeland
Fresident Joka W. Kmeller
President Leonard Lief
Prasident Joteph P. McMurray
President Mina Rues

President Donald W, Riddle
President Herbert Schusler
Fresident Robert C. Weawver
Actg. Pres. F. Joachim Weyl
Fresident Milten 6. Basiin
President Williasm M. Birenbaum
Fresident Murray H. Bleck

The abtence of Dr. Arzari wat excused,

WO, G0, STATEMENT OF ADMISSTONS POLICY:

carried, o] 1wl g ft o

Prasident Jases A, Colston
President Rasry Michelen
Betg. Pres. Joteph Shenker
Dr. Robert 5. Hirschfield
Mr. Lester Jacobd

Deputy Chancellor Seymour C. Hyman
Vice-Chancellor Kobert Birnbaum
¥ice-Chancellor Julius €. €. Edelstein
Vice-Chancellor Timothy 5. Healy
Wice-Chancellor T. Edward Hollander
Vice-Chancellor Bernard Mintz

Dean Benjamin Roiner

Upon motion duly made, teconded and unanimously
s3ions Policy was adopted:
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STATEMENT OF ADMISSIONS POLICY
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION
NOVEMBER 12, 1969

On July 9, the Board of Higher Education approved an historic resolution scvancing the tarpet date
for Open Admessons from 1975 (& stated in our 1964 Mater Plan) to September 1970, subject 1 the provision
of sutticient funds by the City and State governments to finance this major move.

The action of July O followed & seriet of consultative mostings with represeniatves of organizations

" within and outside the University. Our action was bated on the mest urgent contiderations of public necessity

and equity, including & widespread insistence that five gradusting clpses of high schoo! wenicn between 1970 snd

1975 mudt not be denied an opportunity for higher education pending the gradusl achisvement of our Mater
Plan goal by 1975, The urgency of these demands required immediate response and remedy.

Hence, on July 9 we sdvanced the goal from 1975 to 1970, and scheduled an interdive proceds of
imernal and public consultation o test the comprehendive acctptability of the Open Admimions program and 1o
demrrmine specific formulas for the allocation of places in the University system on the basls of individusl eholce,

The process began with the sstablishment of & broadly representative Commbiion on Admistions and
ended with numerous contultations snd public hesrings imolving over 130 individuasli representing mors than B0
CEGANITATONE.

Alwr & frve-month proces of involvement with affected groups who are part of the University,
concemed groups outside the University, and the general public, we have found, sbove all, 3 predominant support
for the Open Admimions policy as expressed by the Board on July 9. Consequently, the Board of Higher
Education hersby reaffirmg its policy to offer sdmission 1o all New York City high school students gradusting ln
Jung 1970 and therealter to some college of the Univertity, eHective September 1570,

As for the central formula for the sliccation of students to the various places in the University system,
we have now dertloped a plan which represents, in cur judgment, the best ehements of 2l of the many
constructive proposals and sugoeitions which were made - moat especially the propotals of the Admisions
Commiwion, and the related propossl of the University Senate. This plan serves the esuntial purposes of open
sdmissions, enhances those values 1o which the University is basically commitmd, and meets the criteria of
technical femibility and practicatiny,

Thiz plen conforms 1o the following six guidelings set forth in our resclution of July B s the basis Tor
designing the student o location fonmyls:

== admission 10 some University program to be offered all high sehool
graduates of the City:

== ramedial and other supportive srvices Tor all students requiring them

w= ginienance and enhanosment of the standerds of scaderric evoelisnoe
of the University"s oothege:

e gthinic integration of the colleges;
eegtudent mobility betwoen various programs and units of the Unversity;

== continued admimbon of il students who would have been admitted to
wpecific community or senior colleges under patt admissions oriteri,
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Substantial differences of opinion have been oxpressed over the question of whether a student’s high
pchool average of rank in his high chool data should be utilized a5 the primary criterion 10 allocate students to
the various colleges, and specifically 1o the senior units of the University, Both criteria have educational merit,
and both are used widely by many colleges and universities in thalr admissions processes. The use of high schoal
IveTagR MEsaEEt B Student’s performancs againdt oll other students in his twm and other school. The use of rank
in class evaluates the performance of students in compatition with peers in their cwn high school, and provides
collegr-going motivation for studdents in each high school in the Gity. Data indicating the performancs of students
in the wecondary schools inour City show that renk in class s an elfective mesns of mEnimizing the dilferences in
college opportunity now coused by grest variances In the grading patterns of different high schools.

The concept of rank in clog wis 3 component of the thres plons submited by the Commission, and
of the admissions plan approved by the University Senate. We approve of this concept, and we are sdopting it as a
major part of the new plan which considers both high school svirsge and percantile rank in clis & the basic
criterin for student allocation, This will permit the establishment of sdmission groupingt that combing the
bifvarntages of both the pracent system snd the uws of high school elass rank critedion.

This combined grade and clas rank plan will provide an eguitable system that will ssure the chaice of
college and progrsm 1o those admitted wnder past academic oriterls who have excelled in previous high sehool
work. It will, at the seene time, introduce a criticslly nesded incentive for competitive academic effort within
thiose high schools of the City from which relatively small numbers of students hawe previously been sbile to gain
admission & matrleulants in the University,

THE BOARD'S PLAN

1. This system will place students in ong of ten admistions groupings, Students would be placed in
the highest admissions category Tor which they are eligible, & follows:

Percentile Rank in Their
Group High Schoal Clais o High Sehaal Average
I Top tenth BO% or higher
i Second tenth B7.6%
1] Third tenth gE%
3 Fasusrth tnnth B2E5%
W Fifth tanth BO%
Wi Sinth tenth : 11.5%
il Seventh tenth T5%
Wil Eighth terth Ti5%
X Elinth wnth T
X Last tenth Under T0%

2. Al sudents would be admitted to the Clty Universiny. Students i the higher groupings would
riceive preference for sdmission in the colleges af their choics, But no eigible student will be danked o place
a1 & City Univarsity collegh under this program.
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3. Under this plan, students in Growps | through W (that i stedents with averages of BO% or
higher, or siudents in the top half of their graduating class) will have opportunities for senior college
admigsion if they $0 desire, and students who would have been admitted to specific community and senior
colleges under padt admissions criteria will still be so sdmitted. Other students will have opportunities to
attend programs in the comemunity colleges which may lead to completion of the first two years of the
baccalaureate program and sstomatic fransfer 1o o senior college in their junion year] or they may choote to
attend career- oriented programs.

4, The Board hereby reaffioms its previous policy statérment concerming transfer of students from
the community colleges 1o the senior colleges as passed at its meeting of Apeil 28, 1969, 22 follows:

RESOLVED, That the Board of Higher Education reaslution of May 22, 1857, Calendar No. 16,
which provides for the sutomatic admission of community oollege transfer students to the senior
colleges of the City University be reaffirmed and continued; and be it further

RESOLVED, That as of September, 1969, all community college Associate Arts-degrie recipients
upon transfer to the senior college of their choice be granted & minimum of B4 credits toward a
baccalaureate degree with the understanding that these credits represent the eguivelent of the
credits sarmed by native senlor college students in the freshman and sophomaore years and that the
community college transfer students shall not be required to eam credits above the 128 normally
required for a beccalsureste degree unless be changes his major field of stedy or be found lacking
in prerequisites within his major field.

5, This new rank and grade averege policy will move the University dramatically closer to equalizing
higher educational opportunity for all the students in New York City, But neither this program, nor any program
which hat been recommended 1o the Board, can adequately provide for ethnic integration of the colleges and
complete equlity of opportunity without the continuation and expansion of the SEEK program, The Board notes
that expansion of SEEK was also a major component of each of the admissions plans submitted to it. Such
expansion of the 1970 SEEK freshman class, to enroll 2,500 student, represents an 85% increase over the 1969
SEEK entering class, is hereby suthorized and directed, To do otherwise would be to meke the community
colleges into a second-rack system to which the majority of Black and Puerto Rican students who have not been
adequately sducated in the secondary schools would be assigned. We emphatically reject any approach which
wiould lead to de fasto segregated Institutions, either community colbeges, or senior colliges

The SEEK program will provide an opportunity not only for high school graduates living in poverty
arei but algo, among others, Tor high school graduates of previous vears, end those with equivalency certificates
rather than high school diplomas,

6. We believe that the Commission on Admistions correctly emphagized the importance of student
choice of program in the allocation of incoming students. We therefore adopt the Commission recomemendation
that insofsr a3 possible, students should be given the program of their choice, even if the college of their choice
cannot be guarsnteed, and we are directing the Chancellor and the college presidents 1o make such peogram and
facilities redllocations &t may be necesary to meet this goal In 1870, We hope that all students desiring a
baccalaureate program can be admitted to such & program in & community or senior college in September 1970
We also hope that speciad facilities in the community college canper programs can be rapidly expanded for 1970,
although it is recognized that the special equipment and space requirements of such progfarms may not make this
immediately postible inviss of increasng student demand.
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7. The maintenance and enhancemant of educational quality will require the initistion and expansion
of the prograrms of supportive services, including counselling, remedial assistance, tutoring and financial sid which
ware recommahded by the Commission. We do not proposs to admit students with insdequate preparation for
college work merely to have them fail at the énd of & sermester oF a year.

The Board Plan represents an initisl step In sccomplishing the primary goals of the open enrollment
policy which is to ghee every high school graduate an opportunity to take full advantage of the higher education
wystern offered by the City University. Recognizing that this is a one-year plan for 1970-71, the Board will
underiske & comprehensive study and review of the University structure. Tha study will focus on assessing the
adequacy of City Unhversity to meet the challenge of open enroliment and the thrust of the times.

The Board of Higher Education pledges to use all its resources 1o assure that adequate facilities and
competent personnel will be available to make the Open Admisslons Policy educationally sound and practically
fesible.
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