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“The experiment is to be tried, whether
the children of the people — the child-
FeR ﬂfﬁ:?ﬁ" Hf.ﬁ'ﬂl!fpfﬂp.ﬁf = i E‘f‘ E'-Efﬂ'
cated; and whether an fnstitution of
learning of the highest grade can be
suecessfully controlled by papular will,

naot &y the pri#fffgﬁf ﬁw Gk

Horace Webster, on the r.l|r-|.'|1i|:|5 day of the Free
J'L:n.dr:m:r, _I::nua:r:.r 29 1849, :pnh;r,: those s:irring
wards to the entering class. The children of the
whole people consisted of 149 voung men berween
the ages of 13 and 15. The first municipal system
for higher education was born from this medest
ll-:girminﬁ_ Tnd:l:," ]5{! years =:|'-r¢r |'|'||: Ac.;u;].: my
received its Charter on May 7, 1847, these "chil-
dren” muster over 200,000 sorong ar the Ciry Umi-
versity of Mew York as marricubiced studens while
anather 150,000 attend extension and adult educas
tion classes. The fifteen faculty members recruired
ter teach thae first class have grown 1o 5,500 full time
faculty members of CUNY and a host of par-rime
TR TTa T

The Free Academy, renamed the College of the City
af Mew Yark in 1866, i the strong roof from which
public higher education in New York Ciry grew into
a system of eleven senior colleges, one rechnical col-
lege, six communiry colleges, a law school, medical
schoal and E,mdlu:lc schoal.

This exhibit attempts to suggest in images the rich
hi:b:lr:.-' of the past 1500 years and the many BCTIviNHE
in and out of the classroom which reflect the pursuic
of excellence which has characrerized public higher
educarion in Mew York Ciry since the Free Academy
received its charter. The exhibit cannot tell the
complete |IE.'|mr;|.' of each college in CUNY, but
BOMNE asperct of ilee life ol each uh][-qgc % r:prm-nl;nl
in the exhibar,

The inisial effore of providing for the esablishment
of 2 Free Academy "for the purpose of extending the
benefins of education gramitously, 1o persons who
heave bseen pupils in the commoen schools of the said
city and county of Mew York” proved successful,

and 1 movement gained momentum to provide
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higher sducation for women as well as men. In
1870, the second municipal college, the Normal
Callege for Women, opened its deors. The original
mission of the College was wo prepare women for
reaching careers, but with the curn of the century,
thee curriculum expanded and women were able o
obtain a bachelor's degree. This meant expanded
carcer and educational oprions for those women
attending what became Hunter College (renamed
1914).

Mow borh men and women of Mew York Cicy had
an oppormnicy to purswe higher education separate-
ly within the municipal college system, the founding
of a coeducational institution was the next .
Special annex programs and evening sessions were
the first inroduction of women inte programs ac
Ciry College, but it was in the borough of Brooklyn
that the earliest coeducational liberal arts callege in
New York Ciy would become a realiny,

A movement for a University in Brooklyn can be
traced back 1o the nincteenth cenpury. It was not,
however, until the ewentieth century that the num-
ber of applicants For admission 1o City and Hunter
far exceeded the sears available and Brooklyn was
serioushy considered as a sive for a new campus. In
1926, booking toward the creation of a third munic-
ipal colbege, the Board of Higher Education was cre-
ated o supersede the individual boards of the Ciry
and Hunter and plans for a College in Brooklyn
moved forward. Brooklyn College opened in 1930
in the rented quarters formerly wsed by the Brooklyn
Center in the downtown business arca, After some
experimentation with co-ordinare unis, the College
became fully co-educational.

Undeterred by the depression of the 19305, New
York Ciry continued to expand the municipal col-
lege system. The new School of Business building of
the City College of MNew York was complened just
after the crash, and enrolled women as well 35 men.
The Bronx campus of Hunter College (later
Lehman College) began construction in 1931 in
rural Jerome Park. In Queens, meetings with offi-
cials of the LaGuardia administranion, the Board of
Higher Educarion and civic organizarions finally
resulted in the creation of Queens College, which
welcomed its first class on October 4, 1937.



Ax the municipal college system expanded, so did is
programs to serve the needs of the community. In
1938, Mayor LaGuardia requested thar the Board of
Higher Educarion establish a two-year course of
study For the training of Fire and Police Department
personnel. This program initially established as a
Division of the City College School of Business and
harked back to municipal service coursss inaugurat-
ed during World War I. The John Jay College of
Criminal Justice can be traced ro this iniative and
that af the later Police Science Program at the
School. Such rwo year programs laid the ground-
work for the creation of a neowork of professional
vocational opportunities for Mew Yorkers. The first
nffhﬂ-: :nmmunil].' |:n||-=5=l was Mew York Instrbute
of Applied Ams and Sciences (now Mew York Tech-
nical College) which opened in downtown Brosklyn
in 1946,

Staten Island was the last of the boroughs 1o achieve
a college, bur community pressure dates from 1937
when petitions signed by over 2,700 residents were
submitted to the Board of Education. Mor unril
1956 did che efforts of Richmond residents bear
fruir and Searen Island Community College opened
in 5t George. The communiry college movement
then caught fire in Mew York City with the creation
of Bronx Community College in 1957, Queensbor-
ough Communirty College in 1958, and the Bor-
ough of Manhattan Community College and Kings-
borough Communiny College—both in 1963.

Meantime, the municipal college system irself was
undergoing a profound change. In 1958 the Chair
of the Board of Higher Education creared a “"Com-
millEE [ I.!'H.'Il L] I]'I'E FUtH"" WE’IDE I'q'HH't recam-
meeneded the transformasion of the system of munici-
pal colleges into a University. Governor Nelson
Rackefeller signed the bill creating the University in
Apnl of 1961, at the same time the Rockefeller
sponsored amendment o the State Education Law
repealed che free tuiton mandace. The Cinge Univer-
sity Graduare School was established in 1961 and
within a few years was offering programs in aver
mwenty disciplines, each under the direction of and
Execurive (Mficer who drew docroral Eaculry from
the variows campuses, The creation of the Universi-
ty led o an aceeleration of research activity on the
CAMpLISES and gn,-ml:.r inuu:cd Eﬁl‘lt.‘l.ll.]‘lli‘lm't.
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The nenewed quest for social justice in the bae 1960
brought pressure on CUNY 1o open its doars more
widely. York College (19660]) and Medgar Evers
(19659 were established in response to local needs in
Bedford-Stuyvesant and Souch Cueens, Eugenio
Maria de Hostos Community College opened in
1970 1o serve the spocial needs of the large Hispanic
community of the South Bronx. Chueeens County
continued its population growth, necessatating the
creaiion of a mmmunirr -n-n!lege in W eierm Quwm'.
Fiorello LaGuardia Communiry College in Long
Island Cicy admimed its first class in 1971, New
York Ciry's Fscal crisis of 1976 resulted in such a
serious funding shorefall that the University had o
ghasr ez dosnrs on M:t].' IR, 1976, Afver mg,nri.:ll'nnt
with Mew York Ciry and sare Officials, the Board of
Higher Educarion voved at its June 1 and June 14
meetings to institute wition in the Fall of 1976,
ending a 114 year tradition.

The City University of Mew York had 90,000 stu-
denis at the rime of iss oreation. Today, in is educar-
ing over 200,000 students and is stll evolving and
changing. Thousands of alumni have contributed v
the professions, the ants and o business and indus-
try==many achicving national and international
renown. Civie, professional, and culvaral life in
Mew York Ciry as we know it today is unthinkable
without the contributions of the alumni of the Ciry
University of Mew York, Let the doors of CLIMY
remain open w admir those who will concnbure
the greamess of romormow,
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