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FIELD DESCRIPTION
The interdisciplinary concentration in Asian and Asian American studies introduces students to the methods and concerns of a wide spectrum of disciplines: anthropology, art history, history, linguistics, literature, political science, and sociology. Recognizing the importance of Asia in the international context and the impact of Asian American communities on U.S. society, Asian and Asian American studies prepares students to participate in an increasingly diverse and globalized society.
THE MAJOR
ARTS AND SCIENCES AD HOC MAJOR IN ASIAN AND ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES 

Students can combine Asian and Asian American studies courses with other liberal arts disciplines as well as courses in international business to devise a unique arts and sciences

ad hoc major. The arts and sciences ad hoc major requires 30–33 credits. The program must be approved by the chairpersons of the appropriate departments and the Office of the

Dean of Arts and Sciences. Students interested in including Asian and Asian American studies courses as part of an arts and sciences ad hoc major should contact Professor Charlotte Brooks, Department of History, at 646-312-4340 or by e-mail at charlotte.brooks@baruch.cuny.edu or contact Professor Carla Bellamy, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, at 646-312-4438 or by e-mail at Carla.bellamy@baruch.cuny.edu.
THE MINOR

The minor in Asian and Asian American studies is an interdisciplinary concentration offering the advanced study of Asian cultures and the histories and experiences of communities of Asian descent residing in the United States. This 9-credit minor is an ideal choice for students majoring in accounting, business, finance, management, or any discipline in the liberal arts. This minor is particularly recommended for students who are preparing for careers in education, law, business, social work, journalism, politics, and nonprofit organizations. To fulfill the College-wide requirement for the Tier III minor with a concentration in Asian and Asian American studies, students who declare the AAAS minor before Fall 2009 are required to complete HIS/AAS 3080, as well as one of the approved elective courses numbered 3000 and higher (listed below) and the capstone course in Asian and Asian American Studies. However, students who obtain a waiver from one of the program co-chairs can substitute an approved elective course numbered 3000 or higher for HIS/AAS 3080. Beginning in Fall 2009, HIS/AAS 3080 will no longer be a required course. Students who declare the AAAS minor in Fall 2009 or after are required to take two of the approved elective courses numbered 3000 and higher and the capstone. In addition to fulfilling the 9-credit requirement, students interested in the Asian and Asian American studies minor are strongly advised to take at least one year of Chinese or Japanese language courses.
Required Courses

AAS 4900 Capstone Course: Critical Issues in Asian and Asian American Studies

Electives
Students who declare the AAAS minor before Fall 2009 should choose one course numbered 3000 or higher from the following list, as well as HIS/AAS 3080. However, students who obtain a waiver from one of the program co-chairs can substitute an approved elective course numbered 3000 or higher for HIS/AAS 3080.Beginning in Fall 2009, HIS/AAS 3080 will no longer be a required course. Students who declare the AAAS minor in Fall 2009 or after should choose two courses numbered 3000 or higher from the following:

AAS/HIS 3170 Classical Chinese Philosophy
AAS/HIS 3345 Asian American History

AAS 3346 East Asia in World Affairs

AAS/HIS 3820 History of Chinese Religion

AAS/HIS 3852 Modernization and Westernization in Asia

AAS/LTT4905 Language, Literature and Culture of Japan

*ANT/SOC 3085 Selected Topics in Sociology and Anthropology

ANT/SOC 3113 Cultures and Peoples of India

ANT/SOC 3114 Cultures and Peoples of the South Pacific Islands

ART 3220 Islamic Art

ART 3260 Asian Art
*ENG 3032 Ethnic Literature (when taught as Asian American Literature)
ENG 3840 Literature and Philosophy of South Asia

*ENG 3950 Topics in Literature (when taught as The Contemporary Literature of Asia)
HIS/AAS 3080 A Survey of Asian History 

HIS/REL 3084 The Historical Search for the Prophet Mohammed

HIS 3085 The Islamic Middle East and North Africa: 622–1789

HIS/POL 3086 The Modern Middle East and North Africa
HIS 3841 Ancient India

HIS 3842 The Making of Modern India

HIS 3851 The Heritage of Chinese Civilization
HIS 3852 Modernization and Westernization in Asia
*HIS 3860 Topics in African, Asian, or Latin American History

MSC 3005 World Music
PHI 3155 Indian Philosophy

PHI 3165 Classical Buddhism

POL 3341 International Relations in the Middle East

POL 3365 Asian Political Systems
REL 3540 The Tradition of Islam
*Topics as relevant to the minor.

**Special Topics

**Independent Study

Language Courses

Students are strongly advised to take a sequence of courses in Japanese or Chinese in addition to the 9-credit minor requirement. Some language courses may be taken in arrangement with other CUNY campuses, abroad, or at a summer intensive-language program. Instruction in Chinese and Japanese is offered at Baruch in the following courses:

CHI 1001–1002 Elementary Chinese

CHI 2001 Upper Elementary Chinese I and II

CHI 2005–2006 Chinese Grammar for Native Speakers I and II

CHI 3001 Lower Intermediate Chinese

CHI 3002 Upper Intermediate Chinese

CHI 4181 Classical Chinese Literature I

CHI 4182 Classical Chinese Literature II

CHI 4183 Chinese Cinema

CHI 4501 Business Chinese I

CHI 4502 Business Chinese II

JPN 1001–1002 Elementary Japanese I and II

JPN 3001–3002 Intensive Intermediate Japanese I and II
JPN 4501 Japanese for Global Markets
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

AAS 3346 EAST ASIA IN WORLD AFFAIRS

3 hours; 3 credits

This course presents the cultures, recent histories, and current conditions of the East Asian countries in the context of global politics and economics. Through an examination of economic growth in the context of the world economy and political developments both within countries and among them, the course will provide a basis for understanding the East Asian region in contemporary affairs. (This course is equivalent to HIS 3346 and POL 3346. Students will receive credit for either AAS 3346, HIS 3346, or POL 3346. These courses may not substitute for each other in the F grade replacement policy.)

Prerequisite: One of the following: POL 1101, 2101, 2240, or 2260 or AAS/HIS 3080.

AAS 4900 CAPSTONE COURSE: CRITICAL ISSUES IN ASIAN AND ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES

3 hours; 3 credits

This course focuses on a core issue or theme in Asian and Asian American studies. Examples of these issues include modernity, immigration, colonialism, religious toleration, gender, foreign policy, cross-cultural interactions, and interethnic relations. The course examines the selected issue through the study of primary and secondary works and the analysis of a wide variety of resources, including art, films, television, novels, newspapers, and the Internet. Prerequisites: HIS/AAS 3080 and one course at the 3000 level or higher, or departmental permission 
