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	History of Film I
FLM 3001
Prof. A. Griffiths
Tue 11:10am-2:55pm





Documentary Film
English 3280
Prof. C. Rollyson
Mon/Wed 2:30-3:45PM





Film and Literature
Hard-boiled Fiction and Film Noir
English 3270
Prof. C. Taylor
Mon/Wed 9:30AM-10:45AM





Critical Approaches to Film: The New Wave 
And after
FLM 4900
Prof. A. Nematollahy
	An introduction to the major developments in the history of film from its nineteenth-century, pre-cinematic origins through the coming of sound in the 1920s to the wartime productions of the early forties. The significant aesthetic innovations that have marked the growth of film as an art form will be studied, together with the social implications of the medium and its relationship to other arts. Screenings of American and international films, with emphasis on such major figures as Griffith, Eisenstein, Renoir, and Hitchcock. Readings and written reports required.


What is the truth-value of documentaries?  This is the basic question explored in this course through examining the genre’s historical development and the social and political activism of filmmakers.  The filmmakers covered in this course include the Lumiere Brothers, Robert Flaherty, Dziga Vertov, Leni Riefenstahl, Frank Capra, Humphrey Jennings, Jill Craigie, Michael Moore, and other contemporary directors of documentaries.


In the early 1930’s, a darker, leaner prose emerged on the American landscape. It evoked an underbelly of corruption and greed. Its heroes hardly seemed heroic at all. In this course, we will examine the writing and the films of the 1930’s through the 1950’s that created a new American idiom and a uniquely American art form. We will be reading and discussing authors such as Dashiell Hammett, Raymond Chandler, Horace McCoy, Jim Thompson and David Goodis. We will also view a number of film noir classics and discuss their roots in German Expressionism.



“The New Wave and after” is an in-depth examination of the revolution in film inaugurated by the French New Wave and its consequences for world cinema. We will begin with the study of the classic directors of the New Wave Truffaut, Godard, Resnais, Chabrol, Varda, Rivette and others and then consider their influence on other national traditions, from Hollywood to Japan.
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