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Course Description:

Why is the Middle East the source of such great instability?  What are Israelis and Palestinians fighting about and why is their conflict so hard to resolve?  What is Islamism and how is it different from Islam?  Why did Al Qaeda carry out the 9/11 terrorist attacks?  What role does oil play in the region’s political economy?  Why are there so few democracies in the region?  What challenges do Iran and Iraq pose to regional stability?  By the end of this course, you should be able to answer these questions.  In this course we will study the politics of the Middle East region (taken to comprise the Arab states, Iran, and Israel).  Since it is impossible to be comprehensive in covering all the issues in Middle East politics in only one semester, we will focus on a few of the most important issues—the Arab-Israeli conflict, Islamism, Jihadism, political democratization, economic development, and the future of Iraq and Iran.  This course presupposes no previous knowledge of the region. 

Course Learning Goals:

At the end of this course you will be able to:

· Discuss the origins and development of the Israeli-Palestinian and Arab-Israeli conflicts.
· Explain the rise of Islamism in the region and discuss its popular appeal.

· Identify the differences between moderate and radical Islamism and jihadism.

· Analyze the political economy of oil and the challenge of economic development in the region.
· Understand why there is so little democracy in the region.
· Discuss the regional rise of Iran, and the reasons for and development of the War in Iraq.
Course Text (available for purchase in the Baruch College Bookstore):

David W. Lesch, The Arab-Israeli Conflict: A History (Oxford University Press, 2008).

Course Requirements:

Attendance: You must attend all classes.  If for a valid reason (such as a documented medical problem or other emergency) you cannot attend class, you must inform me ahead of time during my office hours, by telephone, or by e-mail.  Class attendance will be recorded and you will be penalized for all unexcused absences.  

Keeping Informed: You are expected to keep informed of current events in the region—many of which will be discussed in class.  

Participation:  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings as well as currents events and developments related to the Middle East.  Questions and discussion during class are strongly encouraged.  All opinions and perspectives are welcome, but must be presented in a calm and respectful manner.  This is particularly important because certain Middle East issues are closely intertwined with some individuals’ political and religious beliefs.  

Map Quiz:  It is essential to know the geography of the Middle East.  A quiz will be held in class on Thursday February 11 to test your knowledge of the map of the region.  

Midterm Exam:  There will be a take-home midterm exam distributed in class on Thursday March 25.  You will have to answer two essay questions from a choice of five questions. As an alternative to taking the midterm exam, you can write a paper of around 10 double-spaced pages.  You can choose a subject to research and write about, but all topics must be approved in advance by me.  The paper will be due on the same day as the midterm exam
Final Exam/Research Paper:  There will be a take-home final exam distributed on the last day of class (Thursday May 13).  You will have to answer two essay questions from a choice of five questions.  As an alternative to taking the final exam, you can write a paper of around 10 double-spaced pages.  You can choose a subject to research and write about, but all topics must be approved in advance by me.  The paper will be due on the same day as the final exam. 
Grading:

Participation: 10%

Map Quiz: 10%

Midterm Exam: 40%

Final Exam/Research Paper:  40% 

Total: 100%

Letter Grading System:  

90-100 = A

80-89  = A-

70-79  = B+ 

60-69  = B

50-59  = B-

40-49  = C+

30-39  = C

20-29  = C-

15-19  = D+

10-14  = D

0-9     = F

I reserve the right to make adjustments to this system to take into account the overall performance of the class.
Course Policies

Classroom Conduct:

Arriving late interferes with other students’ learning and is not acceptable.  Repeated latecomers will be penalized.  Leaving early is disruptive, and is strongly discouraged.  If you know you will have to leave early for a valid reason, please let me know before class.  You may not use electronic devices of any kind, including laptop computers, during class.  

Students with Disabilities:

Students who require reasonable accommodations or modifications should speak with me as soon as possible.  You should also contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, part of the Division of Student Development and Counseling.  

Extra Credit: 

Extra credit assignments will not be given on an individual basis to raise final grades.

Make-up Exams:  

A make-up exam will only be given if a student informs me prior to the scheduled examination and provides a valid excuse with documentation for their absence.  If you miss the exam and do not give prior notice or if you do not have a valid excuse, you will not be given a make-up exam and you will receive an F.  If you miss the scheduled make-up exam, there will be no subsequent make-ups, and you will receive an F. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Your work must be your own.  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will not be tolerated.  Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas.  Consult the College’s Academic Honesty website for a detailed definition of plagiarism (http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html).  My policy is to give a failing grade (F) to any assignment that has been plagiarized.  

Schedule of Topics and Readings:

Week 1 (January 28)
Introduction to the Course 

Week 2 (February 2, 4)
Introduction to the Region 
Colbert C. Held, “Peoples and Cultures of the Middle East,” in Karl Yambert, ed., The Contemporary Middle East (Westview, 2006), pp. 7-25

Nikki Keddie, “Is There a Middle East?” International Journal of Middle East Studies 4 (1973), pp. 255-271
David Fromkin, “How the Modern Middle East Map came to be drawn,” Smithsonian (May 1991)

Week 3 (February 9, 11) 
Defining and Writing the Arab-Israeli Conflict

Neil Caplan, The Israel-Palestine Conflict: Contested Histories (Wiley-Blackwell, 2010), chs.1, 2

Week 4 (February 16)
Origins of the Conflict: Zionism and Arab Nationalism 

Lesch, chs.1, 2 

Week 5 (February 23, 25)
Early Years of the Conflict: The British Mandate 
Lesch, chs.3, 4. 

Week 6 (March 2, 4)

Arab-Israeli Wars (1948, 1956)
Lesch, chs.5, 6 
Week 7 (March 9, 11)  
Arab-Israeli Wars (1967, 1973, 1982)
Lesch, chs.7, 8, 9

Week 8 (March 16, 18)
Rise and Fall of the Peace Process
Lesch, chs.10, 11

Week 9 (March 23, 25)
Resolving the Conflict
Lesch, ch.12

Week 10 (April 6, 8) 
Islamism 

John L. Esposito, “Contemporary Islam: Reformation or Revolution,” in The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?  pp. 5-22

Guilain Denoeux, “The Forgotten Swamp: Navigating Political Islam,” Middle East Policy (June 2002)
Mohammed Ayoob, “Political Islam: Image and Reality,” World Policy Journal (Fall 2004)
Emile Nakhleh, “‘Moderates’ Redefined: How to Deal with Political Islam,” Current History (December 2009): 402-409.

Week 11 (April 13, 15)
Jihadism

Michael Doran, “Somebody Else’s Civil War,” Foreign Affairs (January/February 2002)

Benjamin Orbach, “Usama bin-Laden and Al-Qa’ida: Origins and Doctrines,” Middle East Review of International Affairs, vol. 5, no. 4 (2001)
Max Rodenbeck, “The Truth about Jihad,” The New York Review of Books (August 11, 2005)

Andrea Elliott, “Where Boys Grow up to be Jihadis,” The New York Times (November 25, 2007)
Week 12 (April 20, 22)
Authoritarianism and Democratization
Alan Richards, “Democracy in the Arab Region: Getting There from Here,” Middle East Policy (Summer 2005)

Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East,” Comparative Politics (January 2004)


Week 13 (April 27, 29)
Economic Development and the Political Economy of Oil
Valentine M. Moghadam, “Population Growth, Urbanization, and the Challenges of Unemployment,” in Deborah J. Gerner, ed., Understanding the Contemporary Middle East (Lynne Rienner, 2000), pp. 239-261 

Giacomo Luciani, “Oil and Political Economy in the International Relations of the Middle

East,” in Louise Fawcett, ed., International Relations of the Middle East (Oxford University Press, 2009), pp.81-103

Hossein Askari, “Fixing the Mideast’s Economies,” Current History (December 2009): 410-416
Week 14 (May 4, 6)
Iran and Iraq
Mehran Kamrava, “The Iranian Revolution,” in Kamrava, The Modern Middle East: A Political History since the First World War (University of California Press, 2005), pp. 138-168

Toby Dodge, “The Causes of U.S. Failure in Iraq,” Survival (March 2007)
Vali Nasr, “When the Shiites Rise,” Foreign Affairs (July/August 2006)
Mohsen M. Milani, “Tehran’s Take:  Understanding Iran’s U.S. Policy,” Foreign Affairs (July/August 2009)

Week 15 (May 13)
The Future of the Region and Course Summary
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