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Content
This course examines how cities have been governed in the United States.  The course employs an urban political economy perspective, which attempts to discern how the interaction between the market and government shape the patterns of city politics and policymaking.  The focus of the course will be on how coalitions are built in city politics in order to govern.  The discussion of city politics is also decidedly historical in nature, tracing the patterns of governance in American cities through the commercial (1790‑ 1850), industrial (1850‑1930), and post‑industrial (1940‑ present) eras.  

Requirements
Course requirements include two examinations (mid-term and final) and two papers to be assigned during the semester.  Make‑up examinations and permission for late paper submissions will only be given to students with validated written excuses.  

Readings
Dennis R. Judd and Todd Swanstrom, City Politics:  Private Power and Public Policy Fourth Edition. (New York: Longman, 2004).

Packet of readings, available at Copy Specialist Too, 44 East 21st Street (212-533-7560).  

CLASS SCHEDULE

I. The Study of Urban Politics 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 1

DiGaetano and Strom 2003

II. Governing the Commercial City, 1790-1850
A. The Era of Urban Competition:  1790-1850 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 2, pp. 15-24

 B. Governing the Commercial City

Kantor, Chapter 2

Formisano, Boston, 1800-1840

III. Governing the Industrial City, 1850‑1930
A. Urbanization in the Industrial Era

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 2, pp. 24-37

B. The Emergence of Modern Urban Governance 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 2, pp. 37-47

Warner

Teaford

C. Political Bosses and their Machines

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 3, pp.  52-67

D. Urban Reformers and Progressive Politics 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 4

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 3, pp. 67-73

Mid-term Examination

IV. Urban Politics in the Postindustrial Era, 1945-Present
A. The Politics of Transition (1930‑1940)

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 5

B. The Rise of the Divided Metropolis

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 6, pp. 135-157

 C. The Politics of Urban Renewal 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 7, pp. 177-195 

D. The Rise and Fall of National Urban Policy 

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 8 

Eisenger 

F. Urban Governance Today  

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 14

Sorenshon 2003

Conclusions

Judd and Swanstrom, Chapter 15

Final Examination
