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SYLLABUS

Course Content
This course is designed to introduce students to the study of American government.  The course is divided roughly into three parts.  The first examines the fundamentals of American government and politics.  This includes definitions of basic concepts, such as political power, that will be applied to the study of American government over the course of the semester.  Part two of the course investigates the roles of governing institutions in American politics, including Congress, the Presidency, and the Judiciary. The final portion focuses on mass politics, in which public opinion, participation, and parties and elections are analyzed.

Course Requirements
Students will be required to take midterm and final examinations.  These examinations will not be cumulative. Students will also write a short, analytical essay.  Late assignments and make-up examinations must be accompanied by validated documentation indicating the reason(s) for delays in submission of assignments or absences from scheduled exams.  

Course Readings
Thomas E. Patterson.  We the People:  A Concise Introduction to American Politics (Seventh Edition).  McGraw-Hill:  2008.

Course Schedule

Part I:  Fundamentals
Introduction 

Basic Concepts (Chapter 1:  pp. 1-28 and 32-35)

The Making of the Nation and the Constitution (Chapter 2) 

Part II:  Governing Institutions
Congress (Chapter 11:  pp. 357-358,368-398)

The Presidency (Chapter 12:  pp. 401-410 and 422-443)

MIDTERM EXAMINATION

The Judiciary (Chapter 14)

Part III:  Mass Politics
Public Opinion and Political Socialization (Chapter 6)

Political Participation and Voting (Chapter 7)

Parties and Elections (Chapter 8; Chapter 11, pp. 359-368;

Chapter 12, pp. 410-421)

FINAL EXAMINATION

