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Learning Goals for this Course

This is an introductory course in political data analysis.  Students will learn about the goals of political analysis.  They will learn how to formulate and articulate research questions.  They will learn how to develop hypotheses and empirically test these hypotheses.  To help accomplish these goals, students will learn to use SPSS statistical software as a tool for analysis and for creating tabular and graphic presentations of results.

Course Requirements

Unless approved by me in advance, attendance in every class is mandatory and you must be on time.  I reserve the right to drop students for excessive lateness, absence, or disruptive classroom behavior.  All beepers and cell phones must be turned off during the class.  You must complete the assigned readings before class in order to be able to fully participate in class discussions.  If you have any disabilities that need to be accommodated, you must contact the Disability Services Office: 646.312.4590.

Grading

Class participation and pop-quizzes on the readings will count for as much as 10% of your grade.  The remainder of your grade consists of several homeworks (20%), a midterm exam (25%), a final exam (20%), and a research paper which will be presented in class (25%).  The exams will be closed book and will cover readings, lectures, and classroom discussions.  If you miss an exam you will automatically fail the course.  Makeup exams will not be given, unless approved before the exam.  Same policy for homeworks and papers: NO LATE HOMEWORKS OR PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.  Specifics regarding the writing assignments will be discussed in class and posted on the Blackboard website.  

Academic Honesty

Baruch College’s policy on Academic Honesty is rigorously enforced in this class.  For details on what constitutes academic dishonesty—including cheating and plagiarism—see the school website: www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html.  If questions remain, ask me. Ignorance is not an acceptable excuse.  My policy is to give a failing grade for the entire course if you plagiarize any assignment or cheat on any exam.  In addition, I am required by College policy to submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty to the Dean of Students office.  This report becomes part of your permanent file, and you may be expelled from Baruch.

Computer Lab Rules

Our classes will be held in a computer lab.  Absolutely no food, drink, or gum is allowed in the computer lab.  No paper is provided so you must bring your own paper in order to print out work done in class.  During class time, computers are only to be used for the purposes of this class, as per my instructions.

Course Readings 
Political Science Research Methods. 5th Edition. 2005. Johnson, Janet and H. T. Reynolds. CQ Press.

Additional readings will be posted on the Blackboard website and announced in class.
Course Schedule (All dates are subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class. )
Part 1:  Research Methods

1/29

Introduction: What is political analysis? 




Readings:
chs. 1, 2
1/31

Variables and hypotheses 



Readings:
ch. 4
2/5

Literature reviews




Readings:
ch. 5
2/7

Research design: experiments




Readings:
ch. 3 
SCHOOL CLOSED 2/12
2/14

Research design: non-experimental methods




Readings:
ch. 3
2/15 (Th)
Measurement



Readings:
ch. 6
SCHOOL CLOSED 2/19
2/21

Sampling 



Readings:
ch. 9
2/26

Data collection: surveys—methods of contact


 

Readings:
ch. 10

2/28

Data collection: surveys—questionnaire construction


 

Readings:
ch. 10

3/5

Data collection: observational




Readings:
ch. 7
3/7

Data collection: secondary data analysis 




Readings:
ch. 8
3/12

Finish part 1 / review

3/14

Midterm exam

Part 2:  Data analysis

3/19 

Data preparation (coding, organization) / Intro to SPSS & NES



Readings:
ch. 11 

3/21
 
Univariate analysis: frequencies (tables, bar charts, histograms)



Readings:
ch. 11

3/26
 
Univariate analysis: measures of central tendency SPSS: recoding, labeling, saving



Readings:
ch. 11

3/28
 
Univariate analysis: measures of spread and skewness (boxplots and histograms)




Readings:
ch. 11

4/11
 
Bivariate analysis—nominal level (crosstabs)




Readings:
ch. 12

[4/16
This class cancelled]
4/18
 
Bivariate analysis—nominal with interval level (difference in means)




Readings:
ch. 12

4/23
 
Bivariate analysis—interval level (scatterplots)




Readings:
ch. 12

4/25
 
Multivariate analysis—controls




Readings:
ch. 13

4/30
 
Multivariate analysis—controls and editing



Readings:
ch. 13

5/2
 
 Writing a political science data analysis paper / presentation 




Readings:
ch. 14
5/7
 
Statistical significance for crosstabs / In-class feedback on papers
5/9

Student presentations

5/14

Student presentations / Review

5/16 

Exam; papers due

