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Congress and the Legislative Process

Professor David R. Jones
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Spring 2005
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Learning Goals for this Course
Students will learn the factors that influence who wins election to Congress, the role this electoral process plays in the behavior of its members while in office, the institutional features, organizational structure and norms of Congress that influence the lawmaking process, and the dynamics of interbranch relationships between Congress and the executive branch as well as between Congress and the courts. 
Course Requirements

Unless approved by me in advance, attendance in every class is mandatory and you must be on time.  I reserve the right to drop students for excessive lateness, absence, or disruptive classroom behavior.  All beepers and cell phones must be turned off during the class.  You must complete the assigned readings before class in order to be able to fully participate in class discussions.  If you have any disabilities that need to be accommodated, you must contact the Disability Services Office: 646.312.4590.

Grading

Class participation, including in-class simulation exercises, will count as 10% of your grade.  The remainder of your grade consists of several short homework assignments totaling 10% of your grade, two research papers each worth 20% of your grade, a midterm worth 20% of your grade, and a final exam worth 20% of your grade. The exams will be closed book and will cover readings, lectures, and classroom discussions.  If you miss an exam or a paper deadline you will automatically fail the course.  Makeup exams will not be given, unless approved before the exam.  Same policy for homeworks and papers: NO LATE HOMEWORKS OR PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZERO.  Specifics regarding the writing assignments will be discussed in class and posted on the Blackboard website.  
Academic Honesty

Baruch College’s policy on Academic Honesty is rigorously enforced in this class.  For details on what constitutes academic dishonesty—including cheating and plagiarism—see the school website: www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html.  If questions remain, ask me. Ignorance is not an acceptable excuse.  My policy is to give a failing grade for the entire course if you plagiarize any assignment or cheat on any exam.  In addition, I am required by College policy to submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty to the Dean of Students office.  This report becomes part of your permanent file, and you may be expelled from Baruch.

Course Readings 
Davidson, Roger and Walter J. Oleszek. 2005. Congress and Its Members. 10th edition. Washington, DC. CQ Press.

Additional readings will be made available on the Blackboard website and announced in class.
Course Schedule  (All dates are subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class. You are responsible for knowledge of all due dates, including homeworks and exams, even if they change.) 
1/26 
Role of Congress in American Politics



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 1,2
1/31
Congressional elections: Introduction and case study
2/2 
Elections: Rules 



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 3
2/7 & 2/9
CLASS CANCELLED
2/14 
Elections: Candidates & Incumbency



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 5
2/16
Elections: Campaigns and Information



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 4
 [2/21 classes follow Mon. schedule]

2/23
National Trends in Congressional Elections

2/28
Elections: Voters



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 4
3/2
Campaign Strategy
3/7 
Election outcomes and representativeness / electoral connection


Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 5

3/9
Midterm exam

3/14
Organization: Leadership & Parties


Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 6
3/16 
Organization: Committees



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 7

3/21
Procedures: Overview; Simulation: Committee Hearing—preparation 


Readings:
Dolan and Ezra, pp. 27-71

3/23 
Simulation: Committee Hearing—conduct
3/28-30 
Scheduling and Floor Procedures; Resolving Bicameral Differences. 



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 8
4/4-6
Legislative Behavior; simulation preparation


Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 9, 13
4/11
Simulation: Floor Voting
[4/12-4/23 Spring Break]



4/25 
Presidential-Congressional Relations; paper assignment


Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 10
4/27 
Foreign Policy



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 15

5/2 
Oversight


Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 11

5/4 
Congress and the Courts



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 12

5/9 
Budget Process



Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 14
5/11
Conclusion / evaluations / papers due




Readings:
Davidson & Oleszek, ch. 16
5/16
Final exam


