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Learning Goals for this Course
Students will learn the ideas and values that shaped the drafting of the United States Constitution, the institutional framework it established, the ways in which the American public affects the functioning of these institutions, and how these institutions, in turn, affect the lives of the American public.

Course Requirements

Attendance is mandatory and you must be on time.  Baruch policy requires an instructor to drop (fail) any freshman or sophomore who is absent more than 4 times.  Juniors and seniors can also be dropped for excessive absences.  I also reserve the right to lower the grade or drop from the class any student engaging in disruptive behavior.  This means you should not be having any private conversations during class.  Also, all cell phones must be turned off during the class.   You must complete the readings listed below before the class for which they are assigned.  You should regularly access the course’s Blackboard site for class notices, additional readings, and posting of grades. If you have any disabilities that need to be accommodated, you must contact the Disability Services Office: 646.312.4590.
Grading

A few short homework assignments—along with attendance and class participation—make up approximately 10% of your grade. All homework assignments must be typed. Late homeworks will not be accepted. The main portion of your grade consists of 3 in-class exams, each worth approximately 30% of your grade. The exams are closed book and will cover both readings and lectures.  If you miss an exam you will fail the course. Makeup exams will not be given, unless approved before the exam.  
Academic Honesty

Baruch College’s policy on Academic Honesty is rigorously enforced in this class.  For details on what constitutes academic dishonesty—including cheating and plagiarism—see the school website: www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html.  If questions remain, ask me. Ignorance is not an acceptable excuse.  My policy is to give a failing grade for the entire course if you plagiarize any assignment or cheat on any exam.  In addition, I am required by Baruch College to submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty to the Dean of Students office.  This report becomes part of your permanent file, and you may be expelled from Baruch.

Required Text 
Patterson, Thomas E. 2008. We the People. 8th ed. Boston: McGraw-Hill College. 

Note: text includes free online study guide and other resources at www.mhhe.com/pattersonwtp8e
Copies are available for sale at the campus bookstore, online, and at Shakespeare & Co. One copy is on reserve at Newman Library. Additional readings will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard.

Course Schedule  (All dates are subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class.) 
Part 1:  Foundations

1/27
Government and American Ideals



Readings: 
Patterson, ch. 1 & pp. 647-650 (Decl. of Independence)

1/29 
Founding a New Government: Articles of Confederation



Readings:
Patterson, pp.34-40
2/3
The Constitution: Compromises, Outline, and Ratification



Readings:
Patterson, pp. 40-48 & pp. 651-660 (US Constitution)

2/5
Representative Democracy; Separation of Powers 



Readings:
Patterson, finish ch. 2 & pp.669-676 (Federalist 10 & 51)
2/10 
Federalism



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 3
2/17
Civil Liberties



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 4 & pp. 660-662 (Bill of Rights)
2/19
Equal Rights



Readings:
Patterson ch. 5 & pp. 662-668.
2/24
Finish part 1 / Review

2/26
First Exam

Part 2:  Politics

3/3
Public Opinion 



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 6

3/5
The Mass Media



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 10
3/10
Political Participation



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 7

3/12
Political Parties in the Electorate



Readings:
Patterson, pp.253-272
3/17
Political Parties as Organizations


Readings:
Patterson, pp.273-280
3/19
Elections – Presidential  



Readings:
Patterson, finish chapter 8, also read pp. 427-438

3/24
Elections – Congressional



 Readings:
Patterson, pp. 374-384
3/26
Interest Groups



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 9
3/31
Finish part 1 / Review

4/2 class cancelled (professor at professional conference)

4/7
Second Exam

SPRING BREAK

Part 3:  Institutions and Governance

4/21 
Congress – Organization  



Readings:
Patterson, pp. 371-374, 384-395
4/23
Congress – Procedures: Lawmaking & Representation


Readings:
Patterson, finish ch.11
4/28
Executive Branch—The Presidency 



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 12
4/30
Executive Branch—The Bureaucracy 



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 13

5/5
The Judicial Branch 



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 14

5/7
Economic Policy



Readings:
Patterson, ch. 15

5/12
Social Welfare Policy



Readings: 
Patterson, ch. 16

5/14
Finish part 3 / review
5/21
FINAL EXAM 10:30am-12:30pm (same room as class)
