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Department of Political Science
Introduction to International Relations
Political Science 2240, Section TV24A 

Spring 2009

Tuesday and Thursday, 2.30-3.45p.m. 

Room 10160, Vertical Campus
Professor Dov Waxman 
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Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 4.00-5.00pm, or by appointment

Course Description:
This course provides a broad introduction to the study of International Relations.  It is designed to strike a balance between empirical knowledge on the one hand, and theoretical understanding on the other.  Empirically, the course covers some of the most important developments and issues in international politics.  Theoretically, it introduces students to the most important concepts and scholarly traditions in the academic discipline of International Relations.  This is an introductory course designed to familiarize students with little or no prior background in the subject.


Course Objectives:

This course has two main objectives.  First, to introduce students to the major concepts and analytical approaches that scholars use to understand and explain events in world politics.  Second, to acquaint students with some of the major contemporary issues and debates in world politics and to encourage them to formulate views on these issues. 
Course Texts (available for purchase in the Baruch College Bookstore):
James Lee Ray and Juliet Kaarbo, Global Politics, ninth edition (Houghton Mifflin, 2008).

Robert J. Art and Robert Jervis, eds., International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, ninth edition (Longman, 2007).

Requirements: 

Participation:  Questions and discussion during class are strongly encouraged.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings as well as current events in world politics.  You may be called on individually by me to answer questions in class related to the assigned readings or current world events.  

Keeping Informed:  International events and developments will often be used to illustrate points discussed in class.  You must therefore read the international section of a major newspaper every day in order to keep up with current international events.  The New York Times provides extensive coverage of international news (it is available free of charge on-line at www.nytimes.com).  The weekly news magazine The Economist is also well worth reading (some of its articles are online at www.economist.com).  To encourage you to keep informed about current world events, occasional pop quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.  The results of these brief quizzes will be taken into account when determining your participation score.

Weekly Journal:  Every week, you must write a one page response to a point of your choice in the readings.  Your response must be clearly and directly related to the assigned readings, but it should not be a simple summary of the readings.  Rather, you should present your reactions to the issues raised by the author, discuss points that you find most interesting and/or convincing, and/or provide a critique of the author’s argument. Your response should be organized, coherent, and well-written in terms of grammar and spelling.  The journal entries are due every week at the beginning of Tuesday’s class.  Unless you have an acceptable excuse, you will not be allowed to submit your weekly journal afterwards.  Your entire journal will be graded at the end of the semester. 
Class Debate:  Once during the semester you will take part in a debate in class on a question concerning the topic of the week.  Two opposing teams each made up of three students will present arguments in favor or against a given proposition.

Midterm Exam:  There will be an in-class midterm exam on Thursday March 26th.  It will consist of multiple choice questions and short-answer identification questions.  

Final Exam:  The final exam will take place on Tuesday, May 19th, from 3.30-5.30p.m.  It will consist of multiple choice questions, short-answer identification questions, and one essay question. 

Grading:

Participation: 10 points

Weekly Journal: 30 points

Debate: 10 points
Midterm Exam: 20 points

Final Exam: 30 points
Total: 100 points

Letter Grading System:  

90-100 = A

80-89  = A-

70-79  = B+ 

60-69  = B

50-59  = B-

40-49  = C+

30-39  = C

20-29 = C-

15-19  = D+

10-14  = D

0-9      = F

I reserve the right to make adjustments to this system to take into account the overall performance of the class.

Course Policies

Attendance:  

Class attendance will be recorded.  In accordance with the official policy outlined in the Baruch College Undergraduate Bulletin, freshmen and sophomores with more than four missed classes will be automatically dropped from the course (i.e., receive a grade of WU).  Those in danger of reaching the limit should immediately see me during office hours, or contact me by telephone or e-mail.  Juniors and seniors with more than four missed classes will have their final grade lowered, but extenuating circumstances will be taken into account.

Classroom Conduct:

Arriving late interferes with other students’ learning and is not acceptable.  Subway delays and other problems are unavoidable on occasion, but it is each student’s responsibility to plan carefully to arrive on time and well prepared.  Repeated latecomers will be penalized.  You must immediately let me know if you cannot arrive on time on a regular basis due to extenuating circumstances.

Leaving early is disruptive, and is strongly discouraged.  If you know you will have to leave early for a valid reason, please let me know before class.  

You must TURN OFF cell phones BEFORE class.  You may not use electronic devices of any kind, including laptop computers, during class meetings.  

Eating and drinking in class is not permitted.

Students with Disabilities:

Students who require reasonable accommodations or modifications should speak with me as soon as possible.  You should also contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, part of the Division of Student Development and Counseling.  

Make-up Exams:  

A make-up exam will only be given if a student informs me prior to the scheduled examination and provides a valid excuse with documentation for their absence.  If you miss the exam and do not give prior notice or if you do not have a valid excuse, you will not be given a make-up exam and you will receive an F.  If you miss the scheduled make-up exam, there will be no subsequent make-ups, and you will receive an F. 

Extra Credit: 

Extra credit assignments will not be given on an individual basis to raise final grades.

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Your work must be your own.  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will not be tolerated.  Everything which is not your own must be cited.  Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas.  For detailed definitions of cheating and plagiarism you should consult the College’s Academic Honesty website (http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html).  

My policy is to give a failing grade (F) to any assignment that has been plagiarized or an exam in which you have cheated.  In addition, I am required by College policy to submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty to the Dean of Students office.  This report becomes part of your permanent file.

Schedule of Topics and Readings:

Week 1  (Jan 27, 29)       

Course Overview and Introduction  
Week 2  (Feb 3, 5)
   Theories of Global Politics: Realism
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.1, pp.3-7
· Hans J. Morgenthau, “Six Principles of Political Realism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.7-14
· Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Anarchic Structure of World Politics,” in Art and Jervis, pp.29-48
· John J. Mearsheimer, “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power,” in Art and Jervis, pp.50-60
Week 3  (Feb 10)
Theories of Global Politics: Alternatives to Realism

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.1, pp.7-22
· J.Ann Tickner, “A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.15-25

· Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” in Art and Jervis, pp.61-67

· Robert O. Keohane, “International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work?” in Art and Jervis, pp.119-126

Week 4  (Feb 17, 19)       
  The Power of States and the Rise of Transnational Actors
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.4, pp.97-136
· Robert I. Rotberg, “Failed States, Collapsed States, Weak States: Causes and Indicators,” in Art and Jervis, pp.427-434
· Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, “Transnational Activist Networks,” in Art and Jervis, pp.477-482
· Sebastian Mallaby, “NGOs: Fighting Poverty, Hurting the Poor,” in Art and Jervis, pp.484-490
· Phil Williams, “Transnational Organized Crime and the State,” in Art and Jervis, pp.491-503
Week 5  (Feb 24, 26)       

The Making of Foreign Policy

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.5, pp.138-174
· Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs,” in Art and Jervis, pp.83-90
Week 6  (March 3, 5)
      
Interstate War 
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.6, pp.177-207

· Robert Jervis, “Offense, Defense, and the Security Dilemma,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 153-170

· Robert Jervis, “The Era of Leading Power Peace,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 379-393
Week 7  (March 10, 12)   
Ethnic Conflict 
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.7, pp.209-229

· Chaim Kaufmann, “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Wars,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 435-454
· Samantha Power, “Bystanders to Genocide,” Atlantic Monthly, September 2001, available online at:  http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200109/power-genocide
· Watch film “Ghosts of Rwanda”
Week 8  (March 17, 19)     International Law and Human Rights

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.9, pp.312-340

· Stanley Hoffman, “The Uses and Limits of International Law,” in Art and Jervis, pp.114-118

· Rhoda E. Howard and Jack Donnelly, “Human Rights in World Politics,” in Art and Jervis, pp.504-515

· Kofi Annan, “Reflections on Intervention,” in Art and Jervis, pp.517-522

· Steven R. Ratner, “International Law: The Trials of Global Norms,” in Art and Jervis, pp.523-528
Week 9  (March 24, 26)
The United Nations / Midterm Exam 
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.9, pp.292-312
· Adam Roberts, “The United Nations and International Security,” in Art and Jervis, pp.539-547
Week 10  (March 31, April 2)      International Terrorism
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.7, pp.230-248
· Bruce Hoffman, “What is Terrorism?” in Art and Jervis, pp.174-180
· Robert A. Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.198-215
· Philip H. Gordon, “Can the War on Terror be Won?,” in Art and Jervis, pp.419-426
Week 11  (April 7)         
Alliances and Arms Control
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.8, pp.251-290

· Scott D. Sagan, “Nuclear Instability in South Asia,” in Art and Jervis, pp.217-227

· Kenneth N. Waltz, “Nuclear Stability in South Asia,” in Art and Jervis, pp.228-237
· Barry R. Posen, “A Nuclear-Armed Iran: A Difficult but Not Impossible Policy Problem,” in Art and Jervis, pp.239-253
Week 12  (April 21, 23)      International Political Economy
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.10, pp.343-374, ch.12, pp.419-446
· Robert Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy,” in Art and Jervis, pp.263-277
Week 13  (April 28, 30)
Global Inequality and Development
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.11, pp.376-417
· Bruce R. Scott, “The Great Divide in the Global Village,” in Art and Jervis, pp.290-302
· Dani Rodrik, “Trading in Illusions,” in Art and Jervis, pp.325-332
Week 14  (May 5, 7)     
Globalization
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.14, pp.489-520
· Jeffrey Frankel, “Globalization of the Economy,” in Art and Jervis, pp.303-318
· Pankaj Ghemawat, “Why the World Isn’t Flat,” in Art and Jervis, pp.319-324
· John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge, “Why the Globalization Backlash is Stupid,” in Art and Jervis, pp.333-339

· Rawi Abdelal and Adam Segal, “Has Globalization Passed its Peak?” in Art and Jervis, pp.340-346
Week 15  (May 12, 14) 
Global Governance
· Kenneth N. Waltz, “Globalization and Governance,” in Art and Jervis, pp.548-557

· G. John Ikenberry, “Rising Powers and Global Institutions,” in Art and Jervis, pp.560-566

· Ivo Daalder and James Lindsay, “Democracies of the World, Unite,” in Art and Jervis, pp.567-576
· Anne-Marie Slaughter, “Government Networks and Global Governance,” in Art and Jervis, pp.577-585
