Baruch College, City University of New York

Department of Political Science
Introduction to International Relations
Political Science 2240, Section TR6 

Fall 2010

Tuesday and Thursday, 6:00pm-7:15pm

Room 6170, Vertical Campus
Professor Dov Waxman 

Office: Room 5-284, Vertical Campus 

Office Phone: 646-312-4421



Email: dov.waxman@baruch.cuny.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 5:00-6:00pm, or by appointment

Course Description:
This course provides a broad introduction to the study of International Relations.  It is designed to strike a balance between empirical knowledge on the one hand, and theoretical understanding on the other.  Empirically, the course covers some of the most important developments and issues in world politics.  Theoretically, it introduces students to the most important concepts and scholarly traditions in the academic discipline of International Relations.  This is an introductory course designed to familiarize students with little or no prior background in the subject.


Course Objectives:

This course has two main objectives.  First, to introduce students to the major concepts and analytical approaches that scholars use to understand and explain events in world politics.  Second, to acquaint students with some of the major contemporary issues and debates in world politics and to encourage them to formulate views on these issues. 
Course Texts (available for purchase in the Baruch College Bookstore):
James Lee Ray and Juliet Kaarbo, Global Politics, tenth edition (Wadsworth, 2011).

Robert J. Art and Robert Jervis, eds., International Politics: Enduring Concepts and Contemporary Issues, tenth edition (Longman, 2011).

Requirements: 

Class Participation:  Questions and discussion during class are strongly encouraged.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings as well as current events in world politics.  You may be called on individually by me to answer questions in class related to the assigned readings or current world events.  

Newspaper Reading:  International events and developments will often be used to illustrate points discussed in class.  You must therefore read The New York Times every day in order to keep up with current international events.  The weekly news magazine The Economist is also well worth reading.  To encourage you to keep informed about current world events, occasional pop quizzes will be given at the beginning of class.  

Policy Memorandum: You will have to write a paper (maximum 5 double-spaced pages with 12 point font) examining a major contemporary issue in global politics.  Your paper should thoroughly analyze the issue, explain its importance, and assess competing policy responses to it.  If possible, you should recommend a particular policy to address the issue.  Your paper will be due on the last day of class.  Late papers will be penalized.   
Class Debate:  Once during the semester you will take part in a debate in class on a question concerning the topic of the week.  Two opposing teams each made up of three students will present arguments in favor or against a given proposition.

Midterm Exam:  There will be an in-class midterm exam on Tuesday, October 27th.  It will consist of multiple choice questions and short-answer identification questions.  

Final Exam:  The final exam will take place on Thursday, December 16th, from 6:00pm-8:00pm.  It will consist of multiple-choice questions, short-answer identification questions, and one essay question. 

Grading:

Participation: 10 points

Policy Memorandum: 30 points

Debate: 10 points
Midterm Exam: 20 points

Final Exam: 30 points
Total: 100 points

Letter Grading System:  

90-100 = A

80-89  = A-

70-79  = B+ 

60-69  = B

50-59  = B-

40-49  = C+

30-39  = C

20-29 = C-

15-19  = D+

10-14  = D

0-9      = F

I reserve the right to make adjustments to this system to take into account the overall performance of the class.

Course Policies

Attendance:  

Class attendance will be recorded.  In accordance with the official policy outlined in the Baruch College Undergraduate Bulletin, freshmen and sophomores with more than four missed classes will be automatically dropped from the course (i.e., receive a grade of WU).  Those in danger of reaching the limit should immediately see me during office hours, or contact me by telephone or e-mail.  Juniors and seniors with more than four missed classes will have their final grade lowered, but extenuating circumstances will be taken into account.

Classroom Conduct:

Arriving late interferes with other students’ learning and is not acceptable.  Subway delays and other problems are unavoidable on occasion, but it is each student’s responsibility to plan carefully to arrive on time and well prepared.  Repeated latecomers will be penalized.  You must immediately let me know if you cannot arrive on time on a regular basis due to extenuating circumstances.

Leaving early is disruptive, and is strongly discouraged.  If you know you will have to leave early for a valid reason, please let me know before class.  

You must TURN OFF cell phones BEFORE class.  You may not use electronic devices of any kind, including LAPTOP COMPUTERS, during class meetings.  

Eating in class is not permitted.

Students with Disabilities:

Students who require reasonable accommodations or modifications should speak with me as soon as possible.  You should also contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, part of the Division of Student Development and Counseling.  

Make-up Exams:  

A make-up exam will only be given if a student informs me prior to the scheduled examination and provides a valid excuse with documentation for their absence.  If you miss the exam and do not give prior notice or if you do not have a valid excuse, you will not be given a make-up exam and you will receive an F.  If you miss the scheduled make-up exam, there will be no subsequent make-ups, and you will receive an F. 

Extra Credit: 

Extra credit assignments will not be given on an individual basis to raise final grades.

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Your work must be your own.  Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will not be tolerated.  Use footnotes or endnotes to give credit for direct quotes, paraphrased quotes, or borrowed ideas.  For detailed definitions of cheating and plagiarism you should consult: http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html  

My policy is to give a failing grade (F) to any assignment that has been plagiarized or an exam in which you have cheated. 

Schedule of Topics and Readings:

Week 1  (August 26)   


Course Overview and Introduction  
Week 2  (August 31, Sept 2)
   Theories of International Relations: Realism
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.1, pp.3-7
· Hans J. Morgenthau, “Six Principles of Political Realism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.16-23
· Kenneth N. Waltz, “The Anarchic Structure of World Politics,” in Art and Jervis, pp.37-57
· John J. Mearsheimer, “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power,” in Art and Jervis, pp.59-69
Week 3  (Sept 7)     Theories of International Relations: Alternatives to Realism

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.1, pp.7-15
· Michael W. Doyle, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs,” in Art and Jervis, pp.114-121
· Robert O. Keohane, “International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work?” in Art and Jervis, pp.150-158

Week 4  (Sept 16)      Theories of International Relations: Alternatives to Realism

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.1, pp.15-22
· J.Ann Tickner, “A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.15-25
· Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It,” in Art and Jervis, pp.61-67

Week 5  (Sept 21, 23)       
Foreign Policy

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.5, pp.141-178
· Kendall W. Stiles, “The Cuban Missile Crisis: Rationality,” in Case Histories in International Politics, 4th ed.,  (Longman, 2006), pp. 63-77
Week 6  (Sept 28, 30)

Power 

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.4, pp.97-131

· Robert J. Art, “The Fungibility of Force,” in Art and Jervis, pp.196-211
· Robert J. Art, “The United States and the Rise of China,” in Art and Jervis, pp.390-395
Week 7  (Oct 5, 7)   

War 
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.6, pp.183-214, ch.7, pp.216-237

· Robert Jervis, “Offense, Defense, and the Security Dilemma,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 93-110

· Mary Kaldor, “New and Old Wars,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 231-237

· Robert Jervis, “The Era of Leading Power Peace,” in Art and Jervis, pp.373-387
Week 8  (Oct 12, 14)     
Terrorism
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.4, pp.131-137, ch.7, pp.238-257

· Bruce Hoffman, “What is Terrorism?” in Art and Jervis, pp.185-195
· Robert A. Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.213-230
· Audrey Kurth Cronin, “Ending Terrorism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.398-410
Week 9  (Oct 19, 21)

Alliances and Arms Control
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.8, pp.260-301

· Stephen M. Walt, “Alliances: Balancing and Bandwagoning,” in Art and Jervis, pp. 127-133

· Henry Sokolski, “Getting Ready for a Nuclear-Ready Iran,” in Art and Jervis, pp.238-241

· Barry R. Posen, “A Nuclear-Armed Iran: A Difficult but Not Impossible Policy Problem,” in Art and Jervis, pp.242-256
Week 10  (Oct 26, 28)      
Midterm Exam / The United Nations 
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.9, pp.303-323
· Adam Roberts, “The United Nations and International Security,” in Art and Jervis, pp.524-532
Week 11  (Nov 2, 4)     International Law and Human Rights

· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.9, pp.324-350

· Stanley Hoffman, “The Uses and Limits of International Law,” in Art and Jervis, pp.145-149

· Alan J. Kuperman, “Humanitarian Intervention,” in Art and Jervis, pp.412-423

· Rhoda E. Howard and Jack Donnelly, “Human Rights in World Politics,” in Art and Jervis, pp.450-461

· Steven R. Ratner, “International Law: The Trials of Global Norms,” in Art and Jervis, pp.469-474
Week 12  (Nov 9, 11)    International Political Economy
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.10, pp.355-388, ch.12, pp.432-460
· Robert Gilpin, “The Nature of Political Economy,” in Art and Jervis, pp.265-280
Week 13  (Nov 16, 18)

Global Inequality and Development
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.11, pp.390-430
· Bruce R. Scott, “The Great Divide in the Global Village,” in Art and Jervis, pp.292-304
· Dani Rodrik, “Trading in Illusions,” in Art and Jervis, pp.339-347
Week 14  (Nov 23)     
Globalization
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.14, pp.502-525
· Pankaj Ghemawat, “Why the World Isn’t Flat,” in Art and Jervis, pp.322-327
· Alan S. Blinder, “Offshoring: The Next Industrial Revolution?” in Art and Jervis, pp.328-338
· John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge, “Why the Globalization Backlash is Stupid,” in Art and Jervis, pp.333-339

· Robert Wade, “Financial Regime Change?” in Art and Jervis, pp.355-364
Week 15  (Nov 30, Dec 2) 
Global Governance
· Ray and Kaarbo, ch.14, pp.525-534
· Kenneth N. Waltz, “Globalization and Governance,” in Art and Jervis, pp.533-543

· G. John Ikenberry, “Rising Powers and Global Institutions,” in Art and Jervis, pp.545-551

· Moises Naim, “Minilateralism,” in Art and Jervis, pp.552-553
· Anne-Marie Slaughter, “Government Networks and Global Governance,” in Art and Jervis, pp.554-563
Week 16  (Dec 7, 9) 
The Future of Global Politics

· The U.S. National Intelligence Council, “Global Trends,” in Art and Jervis, pp.564-571

· Barry R. Posen, “Emerging Multipolarity: Why Should We Care?” in Art and Jervis, pp.572-576

· Robert Kagan, “The Return of History,” in Art and Jervis, pp.577-587

· Richard Jackson and Neil Howe, “A Demographic Map of Our Geopolitical Future,” in Art and Jervis, pp.588-595

________________________________________________________________________

