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Robert L. E. Egger, Founder and President, D.C. Central Kitchen, Inc.
Founder, V3 Campaign

Robert Egger is the Founder and President of the DC Central Kitchen, where unemployed men and women learn marketable culinary skills while foods donated by restaurants, hotels and caterers are converted into balanced meals. Since opening in 1989, the Kitchen has distributed over 20 million meals and helped over 700 men and women gain full-time employment.  

While Robert still maintains a day to day presence at the Kitchen, he is also the Founder and Director of the V3 Campaign (www.v3campaign.org), which is working to get the voice, value and votes of the nonprofit sector recognized in every election in America.


Robert was a Co-Founder of Foodchain (the National Association of Prepared Food Programs) the Co-Convener of the first ever Nonprofit Congress in 2006.  Locally, Robert was the founding Chairperson of both the DC Mayor’s Commission on Nutrition and Street Sense, Washington’s “homeless” newspaper. 


Robert was included in the Non Profit Times list of the “50 Most Powerful and Influential Nonprofit Leaders” in 2006, 2007 and 2008. He was the recipient of the Restaurant Association of Metropolitan Washington’s 2007 Duke Ziebert “Lifetime Achievement” award and the 2004 James Beard Foundation Humanitarian of the Year award. He has also been named an Oprah Angel, a Washingtonian of the Year, a Point of Light and one of the Ten Most Caring People in America, by the Caring Institute. He is also a 14-gallon blood donor to the American Red Cross.

Robert’s book on the non-profit sector, Begging for Change: The Dollars and Sense of Making Nonprofits Responsive, Efficient and Rewarding For All, which was released in 2004 by HarperCollins, received the 2005 McAdam Prize for “Best Nonprofit Management Book” by the Alliance for Nonprofit Management.  

Robert speaks throughout the country and internationally, and writes blogs and editorials to share his ideas about the nonprofit sector and the future of America. To check out Robert’s most recent speaking schedule, blogs, and editorials, please visit www.robertegger.org.

Áine Duggan, Vice President of Research, Policy & Education

The Food Bank For New York City

As the Vice President of Research, Policy & Education, Áine Duggan oversees the development of research and policy that informs the Food Bank's work with political and community leaders to address the root causes of hunger and implement cost-effective solutions. Since 1990, Ms. Duggan has worked with organizations in New York, including the Coalition for the Homeless, as well as in Ireland, and has developed public education, advocacy, policy and direct services to address homelessness, HIV/AIDS, refugee rights and immigration, and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues. Ms. Duggan has also served on the board of directors of AIDS Service Organization in Dublin, Ireland and is a co-founder and former board member of a New York–based group that addresses economic issues in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community. Prior to taking up full-time residence in the United States in 1995, she graduated with an MA from University College Dublin, Ireland.
Fred Fields, Associate Vice President, Strengthening NYC Nonprofits, 

United Way of New York City

Fred directs United Way of NYC's activities related to strengthening the nonprofit sector (www.unitedwaynyc.org). These efforts include a Nonprofit Leadership Development Institute that identifies, cultivates and supports emerging leaders at the Board, executive and staff levels; Organizational Support Services, which provides nonprofits with professional services, such as management consulting; and sectoral initiatives that bring stakeholders together to improve conditions that affect the entire nonprofit sector. Fred is a graduate of Georgetown University and the University of Connecticut School of Law. 
