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Richard R. Buery, Jr., Executive Director and Co-Founder, Groundwork

Born and raised in the East New York section of Brooklyn, New York, and the son of a retired New York City public school teacher, Richard R. Buery, Jr. has dedicated his life to developing institutions that work to improve educational opportunity and life outcomes for young people of color. He is currently the Co-Founder and Executive Director of Groundwork, Inc. (www.groundworkinc.org), a nonprofit organization serving the children and families of Brooklyn public housing developments. Groundwork and its programs have been featured in a variety of media, including WNYC New York Public Radio, the CBS Evening News, New York Newsday, New York 1, The New York Sun, and The Chronicle of Philanthropy. Since founding Groundwork six years ago, Mr. Buery has grown Groundwork into a dynamic, well-respected, and nationally recognized nonprofit organization whose staff of 150 serves over 2,500 families annually.  

Groundwork is the third nonprofit organization Mr. Buery has founded. While still an undergraduate at Harvard, he co-founded the Mission Hill Summer Program, an enrichment program for children in the Mission Hill Housing Development in the Roxbury section of Boston. More recently, he co-founded and served as executive director of iMentor, a technology education and mentoring program that each year connects New York City middle and high school students with professional mentors through on-line and face-to-face meetings. 

A graduate of Harvard College and the Yale Law School, Mr. Buery has a background in law, education, and politics. Prior to founding iMentor, Mr. Buery was a staff attorney at the Brennan Center for Justice, where he worked to defend majority-minority Congressional districts in North Carolina; to prevent the “differential undercount” of minorities in the 2000 Census; and to protect access to the courts for Louisiana advocates fighting rampant environmental racism in that State. He also served as a law clerk to Judge John M. Walker, Jr. of the Federal Court of Appeals in New York City, as a fifth grade teacher at an orphanage in Bindura, Zimbabwe, and as Chief Political Officer and campaign manager to Kenneth Reeves, the Mayor of Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He has interned for numerous social justice organizations, including the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, and the D.C. Public Defender Service, and has volunteered for numerous insurgent (though largely unsuccessful) political candidates in New York City over the past several years. He is also an adjunct professor at the Baruch College School of Public Affairs, where he teaches courses in social entrepreneurship and the financial management of nonprofit organizations.

Mr. Buery serves on the boards of numerous nonprofit organizations, including the Beginning with Children Foundation, an operator and supporter of public charter schools; Achievement First East New York and Achievement First Crown Heights, charter schools modeled after New Haven’s Amistad Academy; and Leadership Preparatory Schools, part of the Uncommon Schools network of charter schools. He also serves on the Program Council of the Partnership for After School Education (PASE), the Governing Board of the Center for After School Excellence, and the Executive Committee of the Yale Law School Association. A 1992-1993 Michael Clarke Rockefeller Fellow, in 2000 he was named one of Ebony Magazine’s Thirty Leaders of the Future under Thirty. He has been named NY1’s “New Yorker of the Week”; received the Mary McLeod Bethune Recognition Award from the National Council of Negro Women; the Extraordinary Black Man Award for Humanitarianism from the United Negro College Fund, and the inaugural outstanding alumnus award from the Phillips Brooks House Association at Harvard University. He was named one of ten family heroes by New York Family Brooklyn Magazine, and has been honored by the Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation. He lives with his wife Deborah, a law professor, and his two sons, Ellis and Ethan.

Barbara L. Krasne, Co-Founder, KrasnePlows

Barbara Krasne is managing director of KrasnePlows, a six-year old management consulting firm that specializes in mergers and partnerships, planning and restructuring, and leadership transitions. Prior to co-founding KrasnePlows, Barbara Krasne established BK Services Group, LLC, a management consulting firm for nonprofit organizations and privately-held companies. Earlier in her career, Krasne held leadership positions in the advertising, media, education, and art worlds, including at USA Today International, Publicitas, and Artnet.com, among others. She has built businesses from the ground up and successfully rescued troubled companies.

A former CEO, Krasne is experienced in all aspects of an enterprise, from marketing and sales to finance and operations, and has provided strategic and operational expertise to both for-profit and nonprofit organizations for over 25 years. She understands technology and has consistently used it to build successful businesses.

Krasne serves on a number of corporate and nonprofit boards, frequently as an officer and member of the executive committee, including Christopher Norman Chocolates. At the Parent-Child Home Program, Krasne established a governance function, recommended a revised committee structure (identified committee goals, roles, and composition), and expanded the leadership pipeline. She served on search committees to hire new executive directors at Inwood House and Body Positive, a community-based AIDS organization. As co-chair of Governance Matters’ board leadership committee, she worked on a five-year research project identifying best practices of highly effective boards. As a board member, Krasne has served on various strategic planning committees, including a merger.

In 2002, Krasne co-founded the Downtown Business Network, a business development membership organization for business services firms in lower Manhattan. There she developed and executed the operational plan for advisory board, membership, funding and corporate sponsorship programs. Krasne was appointed to the University of Kansas Marketing Alumni Advisory Council and was a mentor for the National Social Venture Competition, sponsored by Columbia Business School and The Goldman Sachs Foundation, among other professional affiliations. Krasne, who is a long-time resident of New York City, earned a B.A. in Art History and Psychology from the University of Kansas. She received an MBA in Finance and Accounting from the same institution.
Diane Arneth, Executive Director, Community Health Action of Staten Island

Diane Arneth, Executive Director of the Community Health Action of Staten Island for the past sixteen years, is one of the founding members of the organization. The agency originally named the Staten Island AIDS Task Force was founded in 1988 by a group of concerned Staten Island providers, community members and persons living with AIDS. The all volunteer effort to increase community education, services and advocacy received funding in October 1989 through the New York State Department of Health AIDS Institute. This funding established the agency as the Staten Island Community Service Program, the regional provider of coordinated AIDS services for Staten Island.

Ms. Arneth received a BSN in nursing from Hunter College and an Executive MPA from Baruch College. A Staten Islander by birth, she has been active throughout her life as an advocate. She was a volunteer youth organizer with the Staten Island Peace Coalition from 1967-1970 and represented Staten Island on the Coalition for Community Controlled Day Care in the 1970s. She helped found the Staten Island Teen Pregnancy Network in 1981 and the AIDS Task Force in 1988, and served on their original Steering Committees and Boards of Directors.

She was a member of the original NYC Board of Education AIDS Advisory Committee which urged then Chancellor Fernandez to implement a comprehensive AIDS education program in the NYC schools which led directly to the comprehensive AIDS education and condom availability program.

In the mid 1990’s, she served for four years as an appointee on the Mayor's HIV Health and Human Services Planning Council and was the elected Community Co-Chair for two of those years. Among her many awards are those presented by New York Urban League, Staten Island Branch; Latino Civic Association; Staten Island Children’s Museum; University Hospice; the Commissioner of the New York City Department of Health; the Democratic County Committee; Coalition of Staten Island Women’s Organizations; the Young Dems and the Public Health Association of New York City. In 2007, she was named a Staten Island Advance Woman of Achievement.

