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 "What Can Board Chairs Do to Make Boards Work?"
 "Hear from the Finalists and Winner of the
2nd Annual Brooke W. Mahoney Award for Outstanding Board Leadership"
Thursday, September 15, 2011 (4:00 - 5:30 p.m.)
We all know that nonprofits need excellent Boards, but how do they get that way?  And what can Board Chairs do to maintain excellent governance practices?

On September 15th, finalists from this years Brooke W. Mahoney Award for Outstanding Board Leadership will sit down with Dean David Birdsell of the Baruch College School of Public Affairs (and Chair of VCG Governance Matters) for a frank conversation about what makes their Boards--and their organizations--successful.  

Welcome
Jason R. Lilien is the Bureau Chief of the New York State Attorney General's Charities Bureau, which is responsible for the oversight of not-for-profit corporations conducting activities in New York.  Prior to assuming his current position in August 2008, Mr. Lilien was a corporate attorney at Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP and at MetLife, Inc.  Mr. Lilien has extensive experience advising not-for-profit and for-profit corporations on corporate, corporate governance, regulatory and tax-exempt matters.  Mr. Lilien has written numerous articles on corporate governance and corporate issues, and also served as a Commissioner on the National Association of Corporate Directors’ Blue Ribbon Commission on the Role of the Board in Corporate Strategy.  A life-long New Yorker, Mr. Lilien was instrumental in the formation of the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, the not-for-profit entity established to finance, own and operate the official Memorial and Museum at the World Trade Center site.  He served, pro bono, as its Counsel to the Board, Treasurer and Secretary from the entity’s inception in 2003 through July 2008.  Mr. Lilien was also instrumental in the establishment of the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation, the New York State-City agency charged with overseeing the rebuilding of Lower Manhattan following the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
Moderator
David S. Birdsell, Dean, School of Public Affairs, Baruch College & Chair of the Board of VCG Governance - David Birdsell, who joined the Baruch faculty in 1986, is an expert on visual and political communication.  David has been on the SPA faculty since the inception of the School in 1994.  David has been the school’s acting dean since the summer of 2005.  He holds a PhD in public communications from the University of Maryland and MA and BA degrees from the University of Virginia.  He lectures frequently on politics, nonprofit management, and civic culture and recent work has focused on leadership development and succession management in public sector organizations.  The School of Public Affairs specializes in teaching, research, and service in the areas of municipal government, nonprofit administration, policy analysis, health care policy, and educational administration.


Panelists
Dr. Robert Mellins (Board Chair of The Louis August Jonas Foundation) is Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics and Special Lecturer at Columbia University and was for many years Director of the Pediatric Pulmonary Division at The Children's Hospital of New York-Presbyterian.  His honors and awards include an NIH Career Development Award,  the Stevens Triennial Award for Research from Columbia University, the Medical Education Award for Lay Education and the 2003 Edwin L Kendig  Award for Outstanding Achievement in Pediatric Pulmonology from the American Academy of Pediatrics and most recently a Distinguished Service Award, College of Physicians and Surgeons Columbia University.  Bob dedicates a great deal of time to nonprofit causes.  He has been President of the American Lung Association of New York, the American Thoracic Society, and the Fleischner Society. He serves on the boards of the Gold Foundation and the Ice Theatre of New York.  He has been a camper, counselor, board director and currently President and Chair of the Board of the Louis August Jonas Foundation which operates a full scholarship international summer leadership program, Camp Rising Sun.

Janet Riccio (Board Member & Chair of the Governance Committee, Make-A-Wish Foundation of Metro New York) – is Executive Vice President at Omnicom, Janet has responsibilities for the oversight of many of Omnicom’s largest clients.  Janet fosters and facilitates integrated solutions through multi-agency collaboration, intercedes on behalf of both agencies and clients to develop solutions to any ongoing partnership issues and taps into Omnicom’s vast network of specialist agencies to bring ideas unique to their discipline to the clients.  Additionally, in 2008, Janet founded G23, a fully-owned Omnicom subsidiary, whose sole focus is the activation of the global female economy on behalf of its clients.

Christopher Linen (Board Chair, Urban Education Exchange) is currently Principal of Christopher Linen & Company, a venture capital firm that, since 1996, has made numerous early-stage investments in internet, technology, and education-related enterprises. Mr. Linen is currently a Director of five companies. His past experience includes 22 years in media publishing at Time Warner Inc, where he was CEO of six units, including Warner Music Enterprises, Time Warner Direct (composed of Time Life, Book-of-the-Month Club Inc., and related ventures), and Time Life Inc.  While at Time Life, Mr. Linen was based variously in Hong Kong, Singapore, Mexico City, and Washington DC.   Prior to joining Time Warner, Mr. Linen lived for five years in Bangkok, where he was an executive of a regional holding company and Publisher of an English language daily newspaper.
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