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	Thursday, September 24, 2009

4:00 – 5:30 PM Seminar

5:30 – 6:00 PM Informal Discussion


BIOGRAPHIES

Sonia R. Jarvis, Esq., Distinguished Lecturer and Director
Center on Equality, Pluralism and Policy, Baruch College School of Public Affairs

A graduate of Stanford University and Yale Law School, Professor Jarvis is an accomplished scholar whose research and teaching focus on race, politics, and the media.  She currently directs the Center on Equality, Pluralism and Policy at Baruch College. She has written several book chapters and papers, and is currently completing a book on the interaction of race, politics and the media since the Civil Right Act of 1964.  Professor Jarvis is active with pro bono projects and her legal expertise encompasses the areas of civil rights and civil liberties, race relations, equal electoral participation, nonprofit counseling, minority and small business development, and technology.
She is an active member of several professional associations and academic organizations. In addition to her scholastic work, she has served in a number of executive and administrative positions, including most notably as the executive director of the National Coalition on Black Voter Participation, Inc. A frequent commentator on public issues, she has been interviewed by almost every major media outlet in the country, such as National Public Radio, the Washington Post, and CNN. She has taught undergraduate and graduate courses on politics and government, law and public policy, civil rights, voting rights and immigration, and law and nonprofit organizations.  She brings a wealth of practical and theoretical knowledge to the courses she teaches at Baruch.

Sean Delany, Executive Director

Lawyers Alliance for New York

Sean Delany is the Executive Director at Lawyers Alliance for New York, Inc., the leading provider of pro bono business legal services to community development organizations and other nonprofit groups in New York City.  Through a staff of in-house attorneys who are specialists in nonprofit law and a corps of more than 1000 volunteer lawyers from more than 100 leading law firms and corporations, the Lawyers Alliance provides business legal services each year to more than 560 community-based organizations.    From 1997 to 1999 Mr. Delany served as the Legal Director of Lawyers Alliance.

Prior to joining Lawyers Alliance, Mr. Delany served as the Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Charities Bureau in the office of the Attorney General of the State of New York.  In 1996-97, Mr. Delany served as the President of the Board of Directors of the National Association of State Charities Officials (NASCO)

Mr. Delany serves on the Board of Advisors of the Frances L. & Edwin L. Cummings Memorial Fund, the selection panel for the New York Times Nonprofit Excellence Awrds, and as an Advisor on the American Law Institute's Principles of the Law of Nonprofit Organizations. From 2006-2008, Mr. Delany served on the Advisory Committee for Tax Exempt and Government Entities, a group that advises the Internal Revenue Service on issues involving tax-exempt organizations.

Mr. Delany serves as a member of the Board of Directors of the Nonprofit Coordinating Committee of New York, and as a member of its Government Relations Committee.  Mr. Delany also serves as the Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Citizens Advice Bureau, Inc., which he represented as Counsel from 1983 to 1999.  
Michael Rothenberg, Executive Director

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest

Michael has served as the Executive Director of New York Lawyers for the Public Interest (NYLPI) since January 2001. NYLPI is a nonprofit civil rights law firm that combines an in-house practice focused on disability rights, health justice, and environmental justice with a pro bono clearinghouse that supports hundreds of nonprofits and community groups each year by connecting them to free legal help from major NYC law firms. Under Michael’s leadership, staff size has increased from 14 to over 30 and the organization’s budget has grown from $1 million to $4 million. Michael has helped expand NYLPI’s unique community lawyering model while developing and implementing creative programs like its comprehensive 9/11 pro bono response to help families of union members killed in the attacks. Recently, Michael has been involved in advocacy efforts to increase government funding for civil legal services.
 

Before being named Executive Director, Michael served for three years as Associate Director. He also held a variety of positions with public interest organizations before joining NYLPI. Immediately prior to NYLPI, Michael was the OmbudService Coordinator for the Citizens Jury Project, a project of the Vera Institute of Justice. Prior to that, he served as a Program Associate with the Rockefeller Family Fund and a Staff Attorney in the housing unit of Brooklyn Legal Services, Corporation B.  

 

Michael attended NYU School of Law where he was an Arthur Garfield Hays Fellow.  During law school, Michael served as president of the National Association for Public Interest Law (now Equal Justice Works) and NYU’s Public Interest Law Foundation.  More recently, he has served on a number of nonprofit boards including the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute, the Green Guerillas and Brooklyn Community Housing and Services.
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