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BIOGRAPHIES

Diane Gibson 
Associate Professor, Baruch College, School of Public Affairs
Diane Gibson is currently an Associate Professor at the School of Public Affairs at Baruch College - CUNY and the Executive Director of the New York Census Research Data Center. Her research focuses on the relationship between means-tested social program participation and weight status, other factors that are expected to influence an individual's weight status such as the neighborhood food environment, and the relationship between a neighborhood's demographic characteristics and the availability of amenities and economic development incentives in the neighborhood. She is also a member of the Policy and Research Committee of the Food Bank for New York City. She received her Ph.D. in Public Policy from the University of Chicago.  

Jordan Brackett
Deputy Food Policy Coordinator, Office of Mayor Michael Bloomberg
Jordan Brackett serves as Deputy Food Policy Coordinator for Mayor Bloomberg.  His Office oversees the City’s efforts to: promote access to and awareness about healthy food; combat food insecurity; and improve the sustainability of its food system.  Prior to joining City Hall, he spent 4 years as a corporate attorney, specializing in business bankruptcy law.  Prior to law school, he served as Deputy Campaign Manager for Congressman Sander Levin. He currently serves on the boards of East End Temple and his building and is a Swarthmore Class Agent.
Rev. Robert Jackson
Co-Founder, Brooklyn Rescue Mission – Bedford-Stuyvesant Farm
Rev. Robert Ennis Jackson is co-founder of Brooklyn Rescue Mission a faith based social service program in Brooklyn. He has worked as minister, community activist, social worker for last 27 years in New York City. The programming focus of the organization - Brooklyn Rescue Mission, is empowering a community to improve its food system, create jobs and create its own food policy.

 

The Brooklyn Rescue Mission feeds a thousand hungry families each month from its food pantry and grows 2000lbs fresh local food on its urban farm. Rev. Jackson co-founded Malcolm X Blvd Community Farmers Market in Central Brooklyn a food desert community in 2005. He has worked for the last ten years to improve the quality of food in hunger prevention programs food pantries and soup kitchens of New York City.

Terry Kaelber
Project Director, Community Experience Partnership, 

United Neighborhood Housing (UNH)
Terry Kaelber works at United Neighborhood Houses of New York as Project Director for the Community Experience Partnership (CEP) in New York City, a national initiative funded by The Atlantic Philanthropies in partnership with The New York Community Trust.  
Prior to working at United Neighborhood Houses, Terry was the Executive Director of SAGE – Services and Advocacy for GLBT Elders; a delegate at the 2005 White House Conference on Aging; a recipient of the SHARE Award for Innovations in Aging from the University of Pennsylvania; Director of the Neighborhood Ownership Works Program for the City of New York, rehabilitating thousands of low-income housing units; and currently serves on a national advisory committee to an Administration on Aging initiative -- Community Innovations for Aging in Place.  Terry has presented widely on aging issues throughout the U.S. and in Europe, and holds a MPA degree from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University.  

Kate MacKenzie
Director, Policy and Government Relations, City Harvest
Kate MacKenzie, M.S., R.D., Director of Policy and Government Relations for City Harvest, works to reduce the underlying causes of hunger and food insecurity by advocating for, and developing programs, policies, and private-sector actions that bring about long-term change and improve community self-sufficiency. On behalf of City Harvest, Kate works with Federal, State, and local partners on food security issues to support improved access to affordable food, local agriculture, and community development.

Kate led City Harvest’s efforts as part of the NYC Alliance for Child Nutrition Reauthorization (CNR), a group of organizations and individuals in New York City that asked members of Congress to support specific changes to the Child Nutrition Act so that federal programs covered by this legislation can help feed more children and provide more nutritious food.  

Kate is also an adjunct faculty member at Teachers College, Columbia University, in the Nutrition Program.
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