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BIOGRAPHIES

Jerry Mitchell
Professor, School of Public Affairs at Baruch College
Jerry Mitchell is a professor in the School of Public Affairs at Baruch College.  He teaches courses in American government and Urban Economic Development.  His research focuses on the governance and management of public authorities and business improvement districts.  His most recent book published in 2008 by SUNY Press is Business Improvement Districts and The Shape of American Cities.

Robert Walsh
Commissioner, New York City Department of Small Business Services
Robert W. Walsh was appointed Commissioner of the New York City Department of Small Business Services (SBS) by Mayor Bloomberg in January 2002. During his tenure, he has reshaped the Agency to directly focus on and respond to the needs of the City's 200,000 small businesses - the first time that a City agency has been completely dedicated to this goal.

In doing so, SBS has invigorated the City's 64 business improvement districts - the largest network of BIDs in the country - which deliver $98 million in supplemental services for the direct benefit of more than 16,000 retail businesses. He has also enhanced the delivery of technical assistance and incentives to NYC's small businesses through NYC Business Solutions and energized the City's promotion and support of minority and women-owned businesses.  In June 2003, Mayor Bloomberg merged the City's adult workforce programs with SBS.  Since then, Rob has led the effort to use workforce development as a tool for economic development, transforming a system that placed New Yorkers in 500 jobs a year into one that

places New Yorkers in more than 25,000 jobs a year.

Prior to his appointment, Rob spent five years in North Carolina as President of Charlotte Center City Partners, an organization dedicated to improving and growing Charlotte's central
business district.  From 1989 to April 1997, he led the Union Square Partnership, where he played a key role in the neighborhood's revitalization. During the 1980's, he worked in the administration of Mayor Edward I. Koch. He began his career in public service as a New York City Urban Fellow, a program he later directed. Commissioner Walsh holds a bachelor's degree and a Master’s degree from Fordham University.
Tim Tompkins 

President, Times Square Alliance

Tim Tompkins has been the President of the Times Square Alliance since 2002.  The Alliance works to improve and promote Times Square - cultivating the creativity, energy and edge that have made the area an icon of entertainment, culture and urban life for over a century. Prior to coming to the Alliance, Tompkins was the Founder and Director of Partnerships for Parks, which works to support New York City’s neighborhood parks.  Partnerships efforts to revitalize the Bronx River led to its being awarded the Innovations in American Government Award, awarded by The Kennedy School and the Ford Foundation.  Tompkins has worked at New York City’s Economic Development Corporation, The New York City Charter Revision Commission, and was briefly the Nationals Editor at the Mexico City News, an English-language newspaper in Mexico.  He has an undergraduate degree from Yale and an M.B.A. from Wharton.  When he is not spending time in the most urban and unnatural place on the planet, he enjoys being in New York City’s natural areas, including its parks and waterways.  Reflecting two of his passions – sailing and yoga – he is a coast guard-licensed captain and a registered yoga teacher.
Maximo Javier 

Executive Director, Grand Street BID in Brooklyn


In March of 2005, Maximo Javier was selected as the Executive Director to the Grand Street Business Improvement District in East Williamsburg, Brooklyn. He has more than 15 years of experience in community organizing and nonprofit management.

During his BID tenure, Mr. Javier increased a fledgling budget by 120%; re-ignited partnerships with local agencies and officials that produced events and working relationships, provided referrals on technical expertise ranging from finance to energy savings. His advocacy efforts has established communication with City Agencies that provide retail owners with positive outcomes to obstacles such as licensing issues and sanitation tickets.

In 1997, he was able to acquire funding for a $1.7 million capital improvement project designed to replace the sidewalks and curbs within the six-block catchments of the Grand

Street BID.

He is a product of CUNY, earning an A.A.S. degree in Accountancy from New York

City College of Technology, B.S. degree in Public Administration from Baruch College, and his Master’s in Public Administration at the School of Public Affairs, Baruch College.

Lawrence Houstoun, Jr.

Consultant and Author of Business Improvement Districts


Lawrence Houstoun’s work related to Business Improvement Districts includes: two published books on the subject and more than 30 articles. One of these (“Gotham Gets Civil”) describes the first decade of New York City BIDs and another traces the emergence of residential BIDs.

He has worked with 75 districts, helped write and rewrite several state laws and has worked with BIDs in Ireland, Great Britain, Spain and Germany. He helped organize what are probably the world’s two largest districts as well as some of the very smallest. Some of his districts were formed in older industrial areas. 

He has also published and worked with clients on urban public spaces, transit oriented development and redevelopment.

Much of his writing is available on his web: http://lhoustoun.wordpress.com
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