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	Monday, October 19, 2009

4:00 – 5:30 PM Seminar

5:30 – 6:00 PM Informal Discussion


BIOGRAPHIES

Kyra D. Gaunt, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Baruch College-CUNY
Kyra D. Gaunt, Ph.D. aka Kyraocity (Kyra-of-the-city pronounced like curiosity) is a Brooklyn-based singer-songwriter and an Associate Professor at Baruch College-CUNY where she teaches anthropology, ethnomusicology, and black studies. Most recently she was recognized in the first formal class of TED Fellows in February 2009. Gaunt is voicing transformation through song, scholarship and social media under her brand kyraocityworks.com. Currently she specializes in transforming conversations of race and racism from everyday stories about how people learn about racial differences at a very young age in a project called RACISM as a RESOURCE (Agree to be Offended + Stay Connected). She is the author of Games Black Girls Play: Learning the Ropes from Double-Dutch to Hip-hop, co-winner of the 2007 Merriam Prize for the most outstanding book in ethnomusicology. Follow her tweets on racism with over 1000 other followers at http://twitter.com/kyraocity. 

A recipient of the National Endowment for the Humanities Postdoctoral Fellowship in 2000 and the Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship in 2000-2001, her publications have appeared in Musical Quarterly, City and Society: Journal of the American Anthropological Association and the Society for Urban, National, Transnational and Global Anthropology, Generations of Youth (1998), Language, Rhythm and Sound (1997), and Feminism, Multiculturalism and the Media (1995) among others. Her work on gender in hip-hop will be featured in I Was Born to Use Mics: Listening to Nas' Illmatic, edited by Michael Eric Dyson and Sohail Daulatzai (January 2009).  Her remarkable R&B/jazz CD Be the True Revolution is still available on iTunes and CDBaby.com.

Allison H. Fine 

Speaker and Author of Momentum: Igniting Social Change in the Connected Age 
Allison is an activist and author studying and writing about the intersection of social media and social change. She is the author of the award winning book Momentum:  Igniting Social Change in the Connected Age (Wiley & Sons, 2006). She is also a Senior Fellow on the Democracy Team at Demos:  A Network for Change and Action in New York City. Last year she published a paper on young people and activism commissioned by the Case Foundation, Social Citizens, and edited a collection of essays, Rebooting America, of transformative ways to reinvent 21st century democracy using new media tools.

Allison hosts a monthly podcast for the Chronicle of Philanthropy called Social Good and writes her own blog, A. Fine Blog. Her articles have been published in the Boston Globe, San Jose Mercury Times and the San Francisco Chronicle, and a frequent contributor to Huffington Post, Personal Democracy Forum, Alternet and the Chronicle of Philanthropy.

Allison served as the C.E.O. of The E-Volve Foundation in 2004-2005, and was the Founder and Executive Director of Innovation Network, Inc. from 1992-2004.   I am a graduate of Vanderbilt University and New York University, and was a Trustee and Fire and Police Commissioner of Sleepy Hollow, New York.

Andrew Rasiej, Founder 
Personal Democracy Forum
Andrew Rasiej is a social entrepreneur, futurist, and Founder of Personal Democracy Forum, an annual conference and community website focusing on and promoting the intersection of politics and technology. He is also the co-founder of techPresident, an award winning group blog that covers how the 2008 Presidential candidates are using the web, and how voter generated content (a term he coined) is affecting the campaign. In the 2004 Presidential race he served as Chairman of the Howard Dean Technology Advisory Council. In 2005 he ran a highly visible campaign for Public Advocate of New York City, running in the Democratic primary on a platform to bring low cost wireless internet access to all New Yorkers. He writes a bi weekly column for www.politico.com and he appears as an expert on the Internet and politics on major media channels including CNN, ABC, CBS, NBC, NPR, FOX, BBC, SKY News, the Daily Show, and is quoted regularly on this subject by major newspapers internationally including The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, USA Today, La Monde, The Financial Times, etc, and major magazines including The Economist, Wired, Time, Newsweek, Fast Company, and Popular Science among others.

Mr. Rasiej recently co-edited a volume of essays by the world’s leading experts on technology and politics on the subject of democracy in the 21st century titled: Rebooting America. In October 2008 the World e-Democracy Forum named him Person of the Year for his ground breaking work covering and analyzing the elections and bridging the digital divide.

Mr. Rasiej maintains the position of senior technology adviser for the Sunlight Foundation, a Washington D.C. based organization that focuses on using technology to expose corruption in Congress and facilitates citizen engagement and oversight.

Mr. Rasiej is the founder of www.MOUSE.org (Making Opportunities for Upgrading Schools and Education), an educational non-profit organization started in 1997 to connect public schools to the internet. Currently, MOUSE trains students in public schools to provide technology support for their schools, teachers, and fellow students. Mouse is active in over 100 public schools in New York City and has programs based on its student led tech support model operating in over 20 countries around the world.

Mr. Rasiej is a co-founder of www.mideastwire.com, which is a Beirut based news service which translates opinion pieces from newspapers in all 22 Arab countries, Iran, and the Arab media Diaspora and makes them available over the web to English speaking governments, corporations, media, and educational institutions.

In the aftermath of the September 11th tragedy, Mr. Rasiej helped organize local technology professionals to provide relief and recovery to small businesses and schools in lower Manhattan. Soon after, he proposed the creation of a National Tech Corps that would augment the National Guard and provide emergency technical, communication, and database support in the event of a natural disaster or terrorist strike. This idea, now called NetGuard, was approved in a bill by the US Senate by a vote of 97 to 0 and is now being implemented by the Department of Homeland Security.

Prior to a life in politics and education, Mr. Rasiej founded several music related enterprises including Irving Plaza, a world famous live music venue in New York, The Digital Club Network, the first streaming live music channel on the Internet, Plug-In, the first and largest digital music conference. While operating Irving Plaza he also founded the New York Night Life Association to promote the hundreds of clubs and live music venues in New York as an integral part of its cultural scene.

Mr. Rasiej is a member of the Board of Directors of www.poptech.com an annual social innovation conference. He serves on numerous advisory boards for technology firms and various not for profit organizations. He is a graduate of the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art and past recipient of the prestigious David Rockefeller Fellowship Program administered by the New York City Partnership. He lives and works in New York City.
Deanna Zandt,
Media Technologist, Consultant and Author of the forthcoming book: Share This! How You Will Change the World with Social Networking
Deanna Zandt is a media technologist and consultant to key progressive media organizations including AlterNet and Jim Hightower's Hightower Lowdown, and hosts TechGrrl Tips on GRITtv with Laura Flanders. She is the author of Share This! How You Will Change the World with Social Networking (forthcoming: Berrett-Koehler, May 2010). Zandt specializes in social media, and is a leading expert in women and technology. She works with groups to create and implement effective web strategies toward organizational goals of civic engagement and empowerment, and uses her background in linguistics, advertising, telecommunications and finance to complement her technical expertise. She has spoken at a number of conferences, including the National Conference on Media Reform, Bioneers, America's Future Now (formerly "Take Back America,") Women Action & The Media, and provides beginner and advanced workshops both online and in person.

In January 2009, Deanna was chosen as a fellow for the Progressive Women's Voices program at the Women's Media Center. She also serves as a technology advisor to a number of organizations, including Feministing, The Girls & Boys Projects and Women Action & The Media.

In addition to her technology work, Deanna writes and illustrates graphic stories and comics, and volunteers with dog rescue organization Rat Terrier ResQ.

http://www.deannazandt.com/about
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