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BIOGRAPHIES

John Casey
Associate Professor, School of Public Affairs at Baruch College
John Casey was appointed Associate Professor in the School of Public Affairs at Baruch College in 2008.

From 1999 to 2007, he was a Senior Lecturer in management, leadership and governance at the Australian Graduate School of Policing, Charles Sturt University, Sydney. He was also a visiting lecturer in criminal justice at the University of Maine at Augusta, USA and the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, and an adjunct lecturer in community management at the University of Technology, Sydney. 

Before his academic career, Dr. Casey worked as a public sector and nonprofit manager. From 1992 to 1998, he was the Executive Officer of the Masters in Public Management program at a three university consortium in Barcelona, Spain and a consultant to the European Union working on public sector development in Eastern Europe. Previously, he had been the Director of the Mayor's Office of Adult Literacy for the City of New York, USA and a social services manager in Sydney, Australia. 

He has published extensively and given numerous presentations in the fields of government-nongovernment relations, immigration policy, policing, and university teaching.

Billy Easton 

Executive Director, Alliance for Quality Education, Albany, New York
Since 2005 Mr. Easton has been the Executive Director of one of the most dynamic statewide education advocacy coalitions in the country. AQE is a coalition of over 230 parent and community organizations from every region of New York State.  Parents and parent organizations play a leadership role in identifying and articulating AQE’s agenda, strategies and priorities.  Billy brings 28 years of experience in community and union organizing and a wealth of experience in strategy, media relations, politics and legislative activity to his work at AQE.  While at AQE Billy has played a key leadership in statewide campaigns that have led to the following victories:

· A multi-year commitment to increase state school aid by $7 billion and to create a foundation formula to distribute classroom operating aid in a more equitable and transparent manner.  

· The creation of a new accountability system called the Contract for Excellence that requires low performing school districts to prioritizing the neediest schools within their districts and to invest in a menu of best practices.

· The first increase in state pre-kindergarten funding in 7 years.

· The rejection of $1.9 billion in proposed cuts to state school aid in the past 12 months since the onset of the current fiscal crisis.

· The rejection of a damaging statewide proposal advocated by the Governor to establish a cap on school property taxes.

· The implementation of reforms to New York City’s system of mayoral control that allow for greater fiscal and programmatic transparency and more parent and community input and involvement in school governance.

· A series of local advocacy efforts in different communities across the state that have resulted in increased investments in pre-kindergarten, middle grade reform, programs for English language learners, literacy programs and class size reduction. 

During Billy’s tenure, AQE has garnered extensive media coverage securing over 500 items annually in newspapers and on radio and television.  This has been accomplished through a combination of sharply designed messaging, creative tactics and strong grass roots support.  

Councilman Robert Jackson 

Chair of the Education Committee, New York City Council 

Robert Jackson proudly represents parts of Morningside Heights, Hamilton Heights, West Harlem, Washington Heights and Inwood.  A native New Yorker who was born and raised in Manhattan, Robert attended New York City public schools and later graduated from State University of New York at New Paltz. Robert is married and is the dedicated father of three daughters. He and his family have been part of the Washington Heights community since 1975. 

Robert's involvement as a leader in the fight to improve our schools began in 1980 when he enrolled his eldest daughter at P.S./I.S. 187.  He became an active member and then president of the Parents’ Association.  His activism led to his 1986 election to Community School Board 6 (CSB6).

In 1991, as CSB6 President, Robert and CSB6 Attorney Michael Rebell founded the Campaign for Fiscal Equity (CFE). With Robert as lead plaintiff, CFE sued the State of New York for failing to properly fund NYC's public schools.  CFE asserted that each year NYC’s 1.1 million students were being cheated out of billions of dollar and denied the right to a sound, basic education. The trial court agreed with CFE, finding the State’s funding formula unconstitutional.  The suit and the decision have been hailed as a landmark. (See www.cfequity.org for more information.)  Challenged on appeal, the initial findings were upheld in 2003.  Prior to that trial Robert walked 150 miles from New York City to Albany to dramatize the case.  As a result, Robert and CFE were honored as NY1’s “New Yorker of the Year”.

Prior to his election in 2001, Robert was Director of Field Services for the New York State Public Employees Federation (PEF), a union representing over 55,000 professional, scientific and technical employees of New York State.  Robert dedicated over 20 years to ensuring that union members' contractual rights and benefits were protected.

In the Council, Robert serves as Chair of the Education Committee and as a member of the Contracts; Finance; Housing & Buildings; Land use – Zoning & Franchises; Rules, Privileges & Elections; Sanitation & Solid Waste Management and Standards & Ethics Committees. He also is Co-Chair of the Council’s Black, Latino & Asian Caucus. Robert describes his highest priority as the safety and well being of his constituents. 

Geri D. Palast
Executive Director, Campaign for Fiscal Equity

Geri D. Palast is the executive director of the Campaign for Fiscal Equity.

During her tenure, CFE won the final Court of Appeals decision in the landmark litigation establishing the constitutional right to a sound basic education for all public school students in New York State and ordering the state to provide the necessary resources and accountability to achieve these results. Under her leadership, CFE led the successful campaign to turn CFE litigation into law. Using the tools of policy development, working with policy makers and officials, and building a broad-based organizational and grassroots coalition, she will transform CFE into a watchdog and advocate that will ensure successful implementation of the law, and a leader in addressing ongoing needs for education reform to achieve student performance.

In 2008, Palast served as an education policy advisor for Presidential-Elect Obama’s Transition Team. Formerly, Palast was the founder and executive director of the Justice at Stake Campaign and national organization working to ensure fair and impartial courts. From 1993-2000, she was confirmed by the U.S. Senate to serve as Assistant Secretary of Labor for Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs during President Clinton's two terms under Labor Secretaries Robert Reich and Alexis Herman. She also served on the President's Interagency Council on Women, where she chaired the Committee on Women in the Global Economy. The Committee monitored U.S. compliance with the Beijing Platform for Women. She was a member of the U.S. delegation to Women 2000 at the United Nations. 

Prior to joining the Clinton Administration, Palast was the Political and Legislative Director of Service Employees International Union, 1981-1993. In 1979, she established and ran the Washington Office of the National Employment Law Project, a program of the Legal Services Corporation. Earlier in her career, she worked for the National Treasury Employees Union and AFSCME (American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees). 

Throughout her career, Palast has organized and directed numerous broad-based national and grassroots legislative and issue campaigns. She founded and co-chaired the bipartisan coalition that was responsible for enacting the landmark Family and Medical Leave Act. As Assistant Secretary, she was a leader in the successful policy and legislative efforts to enact the minimum wage increase, the Workforce Investment Act -- the overhaul of the nation's employment and training system -- Welfare to Work, School to Work, and the historic congressional ratification of the International Labor Organization (ILO) international convention against abusive child labor. She worked on numerous pension reform legislative and regulatory matters. She has also been a strategic adviser to many electoral campaigns.

Palast has served on numerous boards and advisory committees. She has lectured at colleges and universities. Most recently, Ms. Palast was Counsel to Milberg Weiss Bershad & Schulman LLP, directing the firm's program reaching out to institutional investors in areas of litigation, policy, and public affairs.

She is an attorney, a Root-Tilden Public Service Law Scholar from NYU School of Law, and an honors graduate of Stanford University. She is admitted to practice in the District of Columbia, and she is an inactive member of the California State Bar. 

Laura Wolff

Senior Program Officer, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation

Laura Wolff is a Senior Program Officer at the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation.  She manages the Foundation’s grantmaking program aimed at Improving the Performance of Public Institutions.  The program supports policy research, analysis, litigation, public education, organizing, and advocacy related to New York City and State policies and programs in the human services, education, child and youth development, welfare reform, housing, healthcare, economic development, urban planning, and the environment.  She was the founding Chair of the Child Care and Early Education Fund, which spearheaded the creation of the Early Childhood Professional Development Institute at CUNY.  

Before joining the Clark Foundation, Laura was a Senior Editor at the Free Press, Macmillan Publishing Company.  She is currently on the Board of the Feminist Press and has served on the boards of Philanthropy New York, the YWCA of Brooklyn, and the Abraham Joshua Heschel School.  She received her A.B. degree from Harvard College and her M.A. in Psychology from New York University.
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