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1. EDUCATION 
Degree  Institution   Field      Dates 
Ph.D.  Princeton University  Politics    9/88–6/94 
 
M.P.A.  Kennedy School of  

Government, Harvard  Public      9/86–6/88 
University   Administration 

 
B.A.  University of Chicago  Disciplines of    10/73–6/77 
      the Humanities 

 
2. FULL-TIME ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE: 

Institution  Rank    Field   Dates 
Baruch College, Associate Professor  Public Policy  1/08--Present 
School of Public  
Affairs 
 
Baruch College, Assistant Professor  Public Policy  9/95–12/07 
School of Public  
Affairs 

 
Baruch College, Substitute   Public Policy  9/94–8/95 
School of Public Assistant 
Affairs   Professor 

 
3. PART TIME ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE:  None 
 
4. NON-ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE: 

Institution     Title    Dates 
Institute for the Study of Child   Research Fellow  9/91–8/94 
Development, Robert Wood Johnson  
Medical School, University of Medicine  
and Dentistry of New Jersey 
 
YMCA of Greater New York   Manager, Community  9/90–1/91 

       Development and  (part-time) 
Public Policy               

 
Smith Richardson Foundation  Senior Program Officer 9/83–8/86 
 
Public Interest     Managing Editor  9/82-8/83 
 
Manhattan Institute for Policy Research Program Officer  9/81–8/82 
 
A&W Publishers    Assistant Editor  6/80-8/81 
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4. NON-ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE: (Continued) 
Institution     Title    Dates 
E.P. Dutton Publishing Company  Contracts Assistant  9/79–1/80 
 

5. EMPLOYMENT RECORD AT BARUCH: 
Rank       Dates 
Associate Professor     1/08--Present 
Assistant Professor     9/95–12/07 
Substitute Assistant Professor    9/94–8/95 
 

6. PUBLICATIONS IN FIELD OF EXPERTISE: 
A.  Books: 

M. Anne Hill and Thomas J. Main, Is Welfare Working?:  The Massachusetts 
Reforms Three Years Later (Boston: Pioneer Institute, 1998), 154 pp. 

 
B.  Papers in Professional Journals: 

       (1) Articles: 
Thomas J. Main, “The Future of the Welfare State and Liberal Political Theory,” 
in Perspectives on Political Science, Fall 2006, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 219-225 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Quantum Change in the Fragmented Metropolis:  Political 
Environment and Homeless Policy in New York City,” in Review of Policy 
Research , Vol .23, No. 4, July 2006, pp. 903-913 
  
Thomas J. Main, “Nonincremental Change in an Urban Environment:  The Case 
of New York City’s Human Resources Administration,” in Administration & 
Society Vol. 37, No. 4, 2005, pp. 483-503  
 
Thomas J. Main, “The Heuristics of Homelessness:  Balancing Structural and 
Individual Causes,” Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless Vol. 7, No. 1, 
1998, pp. 41-54 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Does Political Theory Matter for Policy Outcomes?  The Case 
of Homeless Policy in the 1980s,” Public Affairs Quarterly Vol. 11, No.2, 1997, 
pp. 183-201 

  
Thomas J. Main, “Analyzing Evidence for the Structural Theory of 
Homelessness,” Journal of Urban Affairs Vol. 18, No. 4, 1996, pp. 449-457. 

 
  Non-refereed Articles: 
 

Gregg Van Ryzin, Robert Kaestner and Thomas J. Main.  “The Effects of Federal 
and Local Housing Programs on the Transition from Welfare to Work:  Evidence 
from New York City” Cityscape Vol. 6, No. 2, 2003, pp 45-72. 
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6. PUBLICATIONS IN FIELD OF EXPERTISE:  (continued) 
 

Non-refereed Articles: (Continued) 
Thomas J. Main “Hard Lessons About Homelessness:  The Education of David 
Dinkins,” City Journal, Summer 1993, pp. 30-39  

 
Thomas J. Main, “What We Know About the Homeless,” Commentary, June 
1988, pp 26-31 

 
Thomas J. Main, “The Homeless Families of New York,” Public Interest, Fall 
1986, pp. 3-21 

 
Thomas J. Main, “The Homeless of New York,” Public Interest, Summer 1983,  
pp. 3-28 

 
(2)  Refereed Proceedings:  

Stephen Crystal, Nicholas J. Yphantides and Thomas J. Main.  “Non-
sheltered and Sheltered Homeless in a Sunbelt City:  Comparison of 
Health-Related and Social Characteristics” American Public Health 
Association Annual Meeting, 1992, American Journal of Public Health, 
February 1992, Vol. 82, No. 2, p. 311. 

             
C.  Chapters in Books: 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Housing the Homeless,” in Managing Welfare Reform in New 
York City, edited by E. S. Savas (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005), pp. 289-298 
 
Jason A. Turner and Thomas J. Main, “Work Experience Under Welfare 
Reform,” in The New Word of Welfare:  An Agenda for Reauthorization and 
Beyond, edited by Rebecca Blank and Ron Haskins (Washington, D.C.: 
Brookings Institution, 2001), pp. 291-301 
 
Thomas J. Main, “Shelters for Homeless Men in New York City: Towards 
Paternalism through Privatization,” in The New Paternalism, edited by Lawrence 
Mead (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 1997), pp.161-181 

 
 D.  Government Reports or Monographs:  None 
  
 E.  Book Reviews: 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Fearless Sidney Hook” (review of Towards the Understanding 
of Karl Marx and The Essential Essays by Sidney Hook) Policy Review, Fall 
2003, 73-82 
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6. PUBLICATIONS IN FIELD OF EXPERTISE:  (continued) 
 
E.  Book Reviews: (Continued) 
 
Thomas J. Main, (review of Seeking the Center: Politics and Policymaking  
in the New Century), Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Summer 
2002, Volume 21, Number 3, pp. 537-539 
 
Thomas J. Main, “Of Vice and Men,” (review of Fighting Poverty with 
Virtue by Joel Schwartz), Policy Review, October and November 2001, pp. 85-91 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Can ‘Rights’ Reform Social Policy?,” Public Interest,  
Summer 1985, pp. 126-131 

 
Thomas J. Main, “The Road to Policy Analysis,” This World, Winter 1982 

 
Thomas J. Main, “The Religious Future of Liberalism,” Public Interest, 
Summer 1982, pp. 132-138 

 
 
7. OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 

 
 Thomas J. Main, “Common Sense on Homeless,” New York Post, June 11, 2003. 
 

Thomas J. Main, “Closed Doors, Open Season,” (review of  Democracy by Decree by 
Ross Sandler and David Schoenbrod), Wall Street Journal, December 31, 2002, Section 
D, p. 4 

 
 Thomas J. Main, “Bringing Order to Streets,” New York Daily News, November 26, 

2000. p. 48 
 
 Thomas J. Main, “Gridlock?  No!  Dueling Parties, a Major Reform,” (review of Ending 

Welfare as We Know It by R. Kent Weaver) Wall Street Journal, November 11, 2000, 
Section A, p. A24 

 
Thomas J. Main, review of The Homeless by Christopher Jencks, National Review, 
April 18, 1994, pp 52-54 

 
Thomas J. Main, “City Homeless Policy $500M Dead End,” New York Daily News, 
February 17, 1994, p.47 

 
Thomas J. Main, “A Lesson on the Homeless,” New York Post, July 16, 1993, p. 23 

 
Thomas J. Main, review of The Sisterhood by Marcia Cohn, Commentary, October 1988, 
pp. 64-66 
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7. Other Publications (Continued) 
Thomas J. Main, “The Boorish Conservative,” (review of Mort! Mort! Mort! by Morton 
Downey, Jr.) Wall Street Journal, September 1, 1988, p. 18 

 
Thomas J. Main, “The Wrong Way to Reform,” (review of Rachel and Her Children 
by Jonathan Kozol) Wall Street Journal, February 18, 1988, p.20 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Why Back to Basics Isn't Good Enough:  An Interview with Sidney 
Hook,” American Educator, Fall 1987, pp. 24-28 
 
Thomas J. Main, “Homeless Families in New York City,” New York Times, November 
28, 1986, p. 25, section A 
 
Thomas J. Main, “The Egalitarian Illusion,” (review of The Economic Illusion by 
Robert Kuttner) Detroit News, October, 1984. 
 
Thomas J. Main, “Number of ‘Homeless’ has Been Exaggerated,” USA Today, 
December 21, 1983, p. 10A 
 
Thomas J. Main, “New York City’s Lure to the ‘Homeless,’” Wall Street Journal, 
September 12, 1983., p. 32 
 
Thomas J. Main, Review of The Democratic Muse by Edward C. Banfield, American 
Spectator, September 1984, pp. 37-40 

 
Thomas J. Main, Review of Philosophy in the Twentieth Century by A.J. Ayer, American 
Spectator, June 1983, pp. 42-45 

 
Thomas J. Main, “Naked Lunch and Just Deserts,” Chicago Review, Winter 1983.  
 

8.  PRESENTED PAPERS, LECTURES, AND EXHIBITIONS AND PERFORMANCES: 
 

Thomas J. Main, “Nonincremental Change in an Urban Environment: The Case of New 
York City’s Human Resources Administration,” Urban Affairs Association Annual 
Meeting, April 3, 2004. 

 
Thomas J. Main, “HRA and the Homeless,” meeting of “Re-engineering HRA” group, 
November 12, 2001, New York City 
 
Jason A. Turner and Thomas J. Main, “Work Experience Programs,” New World of 
Welfare Conference, Washington D.C., sponsored by Ford School of Public Policy, 
University of Michigan, February 1, 2001, Washington D.C. 
 
Thomas J. Main, testimony before the New York City Council, Committee on 
Governmental Operations, concerning Intro. 354-A, Transitional Employment Program, 
March 13, 2000. 
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8.  PRESENTED PAPERS, LECTURES, AND EXHIBITIONS AND PERFORMANCES:  
(Continued) 
 

Thomas J. Main, “The Future of the Welfare State and Political Theory,” presented 
March 1999 at the “Liberal Virtue” seminar sponsored by the Center for American 
Political Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge MA 
 
M. Anne Hill, Robert Kaestner and Thomas J. Main, “A Preliminary Evaluation of 
Welfare-to-Work Programs in New York City” Conference of the American Economics 
Association, January, 1999, New York City 

 
Discussant, Panel on Food Stamps, Research Conference of the Association for Public  
Policy Analysis and Management, October 31, 1998, New York City. 

 
Participant in panel discussion, “Poverty in America:  Social Responsibility and Self-
Reliance,” Sponsored by Mulitnational Institute of American Studies, 1998 German 
Fullbright Program, New York University, July 14, 1998, New York City 
 
Thomas J. Main, “A Tale of Two Cities:  Homeless Policy in New York City and 
Toronto.”  Research Paper for the “Pathways into Homelessness Project” of the Clarke 
Institute of Psychiatry, Toronto, Canada.  Presented during grand rounds of Clarke 
Institute, November 5, 1997. 
 
Thomas J. Main, “How to Think About Systemic Causes of Homelessness and How 
Systemic Causes of Homelessness Have Been Thought About,” paper presented October 
20 1996, to Conference on The Systemic Causes of Homelessness, School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs, Indiana University South Bend, South Bend IN 
 
Participant in panel discussion, “Poverty in America: Social Responsibility and Self-

 Reliance,” Sponsored by Mulitnational Institute of American Studies, 1996 German 
 Fullbright Program, New York University, July 14, 1996, New York City 
 

Participant in panel discussion, “Welfare Policy in Transition,” Urban Affairs 
Association Annual Meeting, March 14, 1996, New York City 

 
9. WORK IN PROGRESS: 

 
Journal article:  Thomas J. Main, “Achieving Quantum Change in an Urban Bureaucracy: 
 The Case of New York City’s Department of Homeless Services Under Bloomberg” 
under consideration by Policy Studies Journal. Submitted August 8, 2006; received 
opportunity to revise and resubmit December 7, 2006. 
 
Analysis of American Housing Survey data on affordable housing and homelessness 
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10. PROFESSIONAL HONORS, PRIZES, FELLOWSHIPS: 
 

Award, Baruch College Fifth Annual Celebration of Faculty Scholarship and Creative 
Achievement, March 15, 2007 

 
Award, Baruch College Fourth Annual Celebration of Faculty Scholarship and Creative 
Achievement, March 16, 2006 
 
Certificate of Recognition for Recipients of Major Institutional Grants for Public Service, 
City University of New York, May 17, 2005 
 
Award, Second Annual Celebration of Faculty Scholarship and Creative Achievement, 
March 4, 2004 

 
Bradley Fellow. Bradley Foundation. 1992-3, 1993-4 

 
Earhart Fellow. Earhart Foundation. 1986-7, 1987-8, 1993-4 

 
11. GRANTS-IN-AID:  
 

“Testing a Structural Theory of Homelessness using American Housing Survey data” 
“Analysis of Welfare Program Operations.”  Analysis of reorganization of New York 
City Human Resources Administration.  
 
 Funding Agency    Period 
 PSC/CUNY     4/07—4/08 
 
 Funding Agency    Period 
 Human Resources Administration  8/01–12/02 
 
“Housing Programs and Welfare-to-Work Outcomes in New York City,” with Gregg Van 
Ryzin and Robert Kaestner.  Analysis of the interaction of housing programs and welfare 
reform efforts in New York City.  
 
 Funding Agency    Period 
 Department of Housing    9/98–9/00 
 and Urban Development 

 
“ET and Beyond: The Effects of Welfare Reform in Massachusetts,” with M. Anne Hill. 
History and analysis of the effects of Massachusetts Chapter Five Acts of 1995, which 
anticipated some aspects of the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996.  

 
Funding Agency    Period 
Pioneer Institute for    6/97–6/98 
Public Policy Research 
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“Finding Jobs for Welfare Recipients: What Works?”  Center for the Study of Business 
and Government, School of Public Affairs, Baruch College, City University of New 
York.  Evaluation of for-profit and non-for-profit welfare-to-work programs in New York 
City. M. Anne Hill, principle investigator, Robert Kaestner, co-investigator.  

 
Funding Agency    Period 
W.E. Upjohn Institute for 
Employment Research   7/96–6/97 
 
Smith Richardson Foundation  1/95–1/97 

 
“The Role of Incentives in Health Care Delivery.” Institute for the Study of Child 
Development, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, University of Medicine and 
Dentistry of New Jersey.  Research on the effectiveness of encouraging use of public 
health services among the poor by offering cash and other rewards.  Michael Lewis, 
principle investigator. 

 
Funding Agency    Period 
Smith Richardson Foundation  12/93–12/94 
Pew Charitable Trust    7/91–1/93 
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12.  INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE: 

 
A. Service to the Department:  Not Applicable 
 
B.  Service to the School: 

Member, SPA Curriculum Committee, Fall 1997 to Spring 2001; Spring 2004 to  
Spring 2006 

      Member, SPA Committee on Academic Standing, Spring 1999 to present 
      Member, SPA Admissions Appeals Committee, Spring 1999 to present 
      Member, SPA Search Committee, Academic Year 1998-99 (Outcome: hiring of  
             Neil Bennett and Diane Gibson as SPA faculty) 
 
C.  Service to the College: 
      Member, College Institutional Review Board, Fall 2005 to present 
      Representative to the Joint Committee on Academic Standing, Fall 2005 to present 
      Member, Committee on Undergraduate Honors, Fall 2005 to present 
      Member, Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate, Spring 2006 to present 
      Member, Award Committee, Abraham J. Briloff Prize in Ethics, Fall 1999 to present 
      Member, Academic Advisory Council of the Bernard L. Schwartz Communication           
            Institute, Fall 1997 to present 
      Representative to Weissman School Curriculum Committee, Fall 1995 to Spring 2006 
      Member, Provost’s Communications Project Team, Academic Year 1997-98 
      Faculty Committee on Core Curriculum (Subcommittee on Communication Core Course) 
           Academic Year 1995-96 

       Drafting of Proposal for Center for the Study of Business and Government, 1995 
 
D.  Service to the Gradate Center:  None 
 
E.  Service to the City University:  None 
 

 
13. OFFICES HELD IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:  None 
 
 
14.   OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE: 

Senior Editor, Academic Questions, National Association of Scholars, 3/90–8/90 
Managing Editor, Public Interest, 9/82–8/83 
Assistant Editor, A&W Publishers, 3/80–8/81 
Managing Editor, Fiction Editor, Chicago Review, 7/77–7/79 
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15.  TEACHING ACTIVITIES AT BARUCH: 
  A. Courses Taught:   

Graduate: 
PAF 9100, Introduction to Public Affairs 
PAF 9190, Capstone Seminar 
PAF 9103, Communication in Public Settings 
PAF 9132, Governing New York City  
PAF 9199, Selected Topics in Public Administration: Homelessness and Related Social   
    Problems  
PAF 9199: Selected Topics in Public Administration: Urban Politics 
PAF 9199, Selected Topics in Public Administration: Ethics in the Public Sector (With    
    George Ding, Esq.) 
PUB 9699, Selected Topics in Public Administration: The Chief Executive (with Barbara 
   Fife) 

 
Undergraduate: 
PUB 1250, Public Administration in Modern Society 
PAF 4140, Capstone Practicum  

 
PAF 3201, Public Communication and Organizations  
POL 2323, Government and Politics of New York City 
PAF 2001, Politics and Policy 

 FRO 1000, Freshman Seminar (non-credit) 
 
 B. New courses/programs developed:   

PAF 9199, Selected Topics in Public Administration: Homelessness and Related Social   
   Problems  

  PAF 9199: Selected Topics in Public Administration: Urban Politics 
 

 


