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Learning Communities continued  
With an undergraduate student body of 
over 12,000, Baruch College realized it 
needed to put in place a vehicle to guide 
students, especially vulnerable first-years, in 
smaller, self-supporting groups. 

Cohort-based learning (of which LCs are 
one example and Baruch’s highly successful 
Full-Time Honors MBA another) is a for-
mula to structure and support the growth of 
the individual. It almost goes without saying 
that students in smaller groups benefit both 
academically and socially, improving their 
academic performance and developing closer 
ties to peers, professors, and the College. 

When it comes time to write the stories of 
LC graduates 20 years from now, their tales 
may be less about academics and more about 
the wonderful friendships that began as a 
result of this program.  —DIANE HARRIGAN

The College envisions a comprehensive LC program encompassing the entire freshman class each year 
(currently there are spots for 300 students in the program annually). The College is seeking gifts to name and endow our 
LCs in order to provide self-renewing resources for the program. If you are interested, please contact Executive Director of 
Development David Shanton at 646-660-6065 or dshanton@baruch.cuny.edu.

little, little things around us that we usually 
don’t pay attention to.’”
— PAULA BERGGREN, Professor of English. Berggren, 

teaching ENG 2100 Writing I, teamed with Professor Karen 

Freedman, teaching ART 1000 Introduction to Design and 

Visual Communication.

“The impact of Learning 
Communities at Baruch has 
been very positive. The idea 
of bringing small communi-
ties of freshmen together in 
interdisciplinary classes has 
worked well at residential 

colleges, where people not only study together but 
live together. At a commuter school like Baruch, 
however, it’s a lot harder to make the concept 
work. So I’m delighted at the remarkable success 
of our Learning Communities. Retention rates as 
well as math and English scores have soared.”
—MYRNA CHASE, former Dean, Weissman School of Arts 

and Sciences, instrumental in establishing the first Learning 

Communities. To learn more about Myrna Chase’s lifelong 

commitment to Baruch College, see our Q&A on page 26.

“Attending a performance of Mozart’s 
Marriage of Figaro at the Metropolitan 
Opera was the co-curricular experience that 
was most significant for my LC for Music 
Appreciation class. The students had become 
familiar with some of the high points of the 
opera through listening, reading, and writing 

assignments leading up 
to the performance, and 
we had spectacular seats 
in the first ten rows of the 
orchestra. Students were 
surprised by how much 
fun the experience was and 

by how thoroughly they enjoyed and could 
relate to the opera. I was shocked to see the 
young women wearing dresses and the young 
men wearing jackets and ties.

“The most important goals for our class 
were that the students learn to listen to music 
more attentively, understand better how 
they respond to music (and why), and learn 
to communicate about those things more 
effectively. All of those goals—and more—

were advanced by this experience in ways that 
we couldn’t have achieved through classroom 
activities alone.”
—DENNIS SLAVIN, Associate Professor of Music and 

Associate Provost. Slavin taught MUS 1005 Music 

Appreciation and teamed with Associate Professor of English 

and Weissman School Associate Dean Gary Hentzi, who 

taught ENG 2100 Writing I.

“Without fully realizing it, students who don’t 
think they care for art, theater, or (yes!) ballet, 
find themselves enjoying their nights on the 
town. In our LC blog, my composition stu-
dents were asked to consider how a three-part 
program at American Ballet Theatre was like an 

essay. Each of the students 
discovered beginnings, 
middles, and ends. Student 
entries also registered sur-
prise: ‘It was my first time 
and I experienced some-
thing new, and that is one 
thing I really like about this 

class. We learn, not just from books, but from 

Above: Sculptures embedded into the exterior of the 
Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine.

A common component of the Learning 
Community experience is a co-curricular 
off-site visit funded by the College and free 
to LC students. In the five years since LCs 
were formulated, groups have:
n  Taken in a Broadway production of  

The History Boys
n  Visited the Jewish Museum for an exhibition  

of Louise Nevelson’s sculpture
n  Admired NYC architecture from the decks 

of the Circle Line 
n  Heard in person a Supreme Court argument
n  Experienced opera at Lincoln Center for 

the Performing Arts 
n  Marveled at the exteriors and interiors of 

the Cathedral Church of Saint John the Divine
n  Walked around Chinatown with an expert 

sociologist specializing in immigration

On the Town: LCs Outside the Classroom

Learning Communities: Professors Weigh In

FRIENDSHIP 101
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O pportunities to socialize online 
include popular networking sites 
like Facebook.com, which lists 

more than 30 Baruch-affiliated groups 
boasting thousands of members in total. 
“We use it to advertise for our young 
alumni events, because it’s the ‘now’ social 
networking tool,” says Derek Carroll, the 

College’s assistant director 
of alumni relations and 

manager of the 
Baruch 

College Alumni group on Facebook. 
Carroll uses the group to notify members 
about upcoming Baruch Young Alumni 
Network events and to display photographs 
and information about past events through 
a channel that is familiar to most recent 
graduates. “It’s one of our most successful 
avenues for promoting our social events.”

Other Baruch-affiliated groups on 
Facebook include the Baruch 

Internship Networking 
Forum, whose members 
share strategies on inter-
viewing and landing choice 

internships; WBMB, the 
College’s student-operated 
radio station; and virtual 
‘clubhouses’ for students 

with similar religious, 
ethnic, or regional 
backgrounds. Virtual 
communities aren’t 

purely social 
though; many 

professors 
at Baruch 
have  
begun  
to 

Mouse Plan
Baruch’s Virtual Communities  

Just a Click Away

incorporate these interactive networks into 
their classes. Professor Ken Guest, who 
teaches courses on immigration, religion, and 
diversity, says that offering students an avenue 
to communicate with their professors—and 
each other—online is an important benefit. 

His class on the changing communities 
of the Lower East Side relies heavily on 
virtual components like ‘wikis,’ or col-
laborative Internet publishing, to bring 
his students together while they are away 
from the classroom. “I was intrigued by 
the wiki project because everyone could do 
equal amounts of work without having a 
sophisticated programming background,” 
says Guest, who asks his students to display 
photos and other results from their research 
on the class wiki board. “With wikis you 
can edit and revise what you write without 
its becoming a cumbersome process.”

Guest’s students communicate through 
the Blogs@Baruch platform, a new 
software package that allows faculty, staff, 
and students registered for certain courses 
to interact in virtual space. The initiative 
keeps Baruch at the forefront of interactive 
communication in and out of the class-
room, says Mikhail Gershovich, direc-
tor of the College’s Bernard L. Schwartz 
Communication Institute, which sponsors 
the project. “What’s revolutionary about 
Blogs@Baruch is that it is software devel-
oped by a community of volunteers and 
hosted and supported at Baruch.” 

Zoë Sheehan Saldaña of the fine and 
performing arts department has also 
integrated online networks into her 
Honors Seminar and graphic design classes. 
“Building a sense of community among 
students is notoriously hard to do on a 
commuter campus,” she says. “But one fun 
feature of our class blog is that the ban-
ner image at the top of the page changes 
each time you visit it. It gives each visitor 
an opportunity to view the work of every 
student.” That’s not so different from the 
flyers pinned to bulletin boards advertis-
ing carnivals and cabaret nights in the old 
Lamport House brownstone, after all.
—OLAYINKA FADAHUNSI

rsr

Alumni who remember the heyday of House Plans may find it difficult to see how 
interactive technologies can ever be a substitute for the flesh-and-blood bonds ear-
lier alums formed. For a new generation of tech-savvy Baruchians, however, making 
friends, building networking connections, and even participating in class work with 
their fellow students over the Internet are second nature. 

FRIENDSHIP 101
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Currently the chair of the Depart-
ment of Sociology and Anthropology 
at Baruch, Petersen says that his deci-

sion to become an anthropologist crystallized 
during that first voyage over the Pacific. He 
had been unsure about how to spend the rest 
of his life after leaving the army, “but I knew 
I had an overwhelming desire to live right 
there in Micronesia.”

It may seem like an unusual senti-
ment for a man trained to fly dangerous 
reconnaissance missions in the same 
elite armed forces camp as fellow veteran 
John McCain, but Petersen’s life has been 
one full of uncommon turns and pecu-
liar coincidences. His initial interest in 
anthropology actually began on an army 
base, where he came across a collection of 
stories by the anthropologist and Pulitzer 
Prize–winning novelist Oliver La Farge.

Originally published in the New 
Yorker, the vignettes mostly focused on 
anthropologists in various stages of their 
careers. One story in particular had all 
the earmarks of an eerily accurate sha-
man’s prediction. “The piece was about 
an anthropologist on his way to mail 
a letter. I remember distinctly that he 
leaves a club around Gramercy Park and 
strolls to the 23rd Street post office. I 
had no idea that years later, I would be 
an anthropologist with my office on 18th 

Street in Manhattan and walk that 
same path to the campus every day.”

That office is as far from his first 
job as an assembly-line worker in his 
hometown of Oakland, California, 
as Petersen dreamed of going when 
he first enlisted. His main ambition 
then was to travel the world and amass his 
own versions of the colorful stories told 
by the ex-soldiers he had worked with at 
home. “I got into the army at 17 and left 
at 21, so I spent my formative years with 
people who strongly believed in war,” he 
said. Encounters with fellow students in 
the anti-war movement at California State 
University’s Hayward College radically 
changed his views on war, as did earning 
his PhD from Columbia University under 
famed anthropologist Margaret Mead. 

Since graduating, Petersen has split his 
time between teaching at Baruch and the 
City University of New York’s Graduate 
Center and researching the evolving 
political structure of Micronesian society, 
particularly on Pohnpei, where the islands’ 
capital is located. He has grown so close 
to the Pohnpeian people that they asked 
him to serve as a member of the country’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
after the Federated States of Micronesia 
became independent. “I’ve been living 
with the same family there since the early 

1970s,” he said, “and I’ve been fortunate 
enough to study politics from the village 
level all the way up to the international in 
my role as an ambassador.”

Warfare and diplomacy have always 
been central concerns of anthropologists. 
But when the New York Times revealed 
last year that anthropologists were con-
tracted by the U.S. military to work in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, Petersen said that 
his own experiences made him sympa-
thetic to both sides, yet clear about his 
stance. “I understand every argument you 
can make about using trained anthropol-
ogists to help transcend cultural barriers 
on the ground,” he said, “but in the end, 
the military’s job is to win a war, not to 
help local people.” After experiencing 
both battlefields and Baruch classrooms, 
Petersen says he gets as great a thrill 
from contesting ideas in the classroom as 
anything he experienced in the cockpit 
of a plane. “There’s no greater job than 
teaching anthropology at Baruch.”       
     —Olayinka Fadahunsi

After Waging War, A Lifetime 
Pursuing Peace: Glenn Petersen 
Flying over the tranquil islands of Micronesia in a military 
aircraft more than 38 years ago, Glenn Petersen said he felt an 
irresistible impulse to parachute down and explore the idyllic 
specks in the Pacific Ocean he saw beneath him. “I had just 
come from hell, and I saw paradise,” said Petersen, who at the 
time had completed his last tour of duty in Vietnam and was 
headed back to the United States. 
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BOOK

BOOK
Book Notices

Zicklin School of Business  
Financial Markets Series:  
The New NASDAQ Marketplace 

By Robert A. Schwartz, Series Editor
(Wasserman Department of Economics and Finance)

Based on a conference 
hosted by Baruch’s 
Zicklin School of 
Business in 2005, this 
edited transcript of 
the proceedings offers 
a historical record 
of insiders’ views on 
the changes in equity 
trading set in motion 
by the creation of 

NASDAQ. In addition, The New NASDAQ 
Marketplace (Springer) provides other material 
and subsequent interviews with panelists 
and speakers. Editing the material for clarity, 
perspective, and context, Robert A. Schwartz, 
Baruch’s Marvin M. Speiser Professor of Finance 
and University Distinguished Professor of 
Finance, along with Antoinette Colaninno, 
publications coordinator in the Zicklin School, 
and John Aidan Byrne, a financial writer for the 
New York Post, round out the discussion without 
sacrificing the essential nature of the original 
dialogue.      —Lara Moon

The Cultural Contradictions  
of Democracy: Political Thought  
Since September 11 

By John Brenkman  
(Department of English)

University Distinguished Professor John 
Brenkman’s lucid and probing book-length 
essay The Cultural Contradictions of Democracy: 
Political Thought Since September 11 (Princeton 
University Press) is a timely excursion into 
contemporary intellectual history, covering 
both the response to the terror attack on U.S. 
soil and the political thought that produced 
the Iraq War and its dismaying aftermath. 

His finely crafted book 
deals with the nature 
and limits of military 
might, as well as the 
poisonous brew of 
fear and hubris at the 
root of recent policies. 
While dissecting 
what the author 
characterizes as the 
grand, messianic ideals 

driving the neoconservatives toward a reckless 
interventionism, Brenkman also looks at the 
flawed assumptions and conclusions of their 
liberal opponents.      —Zane Berzins

The Church of the Holy Spirit

By Nicholas Afanasiev  
Edited with an introduction by MICHAEL PLEKON 
(Department of Sociology and Anthropology)

To explore the 
theological writings of 
Russian Orthodox priest 
and scholar Nicholas 
Afanasiev (1893–1966), 
Baruch Professor of 
Sociology Michael 
Plekon offers this 
intriguing equation:  
“1 + 1 + 1 = 1.” Afanasiev, a member of 
the Paris School of émigré intellectuals 
who gathered in France after the Russian 
Revolution, was a reformer who saw, according 
to Plekon, “tradition as dynamic, theology 
as creative, and the task of the church as 
engagement with the world and the culture 
within which it lives.” Afanasiev’s true church is 
the local parish, all local congregations, and the 
church hierarchy acting in concert (hence “1 + 
1 + 1 = 1”). Looking beyond historical specifics 
to understand the cultural and social factors 
influencing the church, Afanasiev anticipated 
many timely issues facing religion today. This 
edition is the first English-language version of 
his masterwork.      —Diane Harrigan

P inning down the origins of an activity as popular and 
as well documented as America’s national pastime is 
difficult, as baseball history enthusiasts know. For Baruch 

historian T.J. Desch-Obi, tracing the development of equally 
significant but less well-known African and African-derived 
leisure practices, primarily martial arts and combat sports, has 
involved research across dozens of countries on four continents. 

Beginning his monograph along the banks of the Kunene 
River in southern Angola, Desch-Obi unearths early 
Portuguese descriptions of the martial arts engolo, nsanga, and 
kandeka, forms of boxing, fencing, combative dancing, and 
kicking that allowed young men and women in the region to 
demonstrate courage and compete for social laurels. 

In much the same way that early English ball games became 
baseball and football on American soil, enslaved captives 

continued their contests in various 
countries in the New World, 
where these games developed 
into exciting athletic displays 
like capoeira in Brazil, l’adja in 
Martinique, and now-obscure 
practices like knocking and kicking 
in the U.S. Desch-Obi’s research 
into these mysterious pastimes 
results in a fascinating and far-
reaching study of combative contests, dance, and music that 
keeps the reader engaged throughout.      —Ore Mi

Desch-Obi organized the daylong conference Contesting Culture: Battling 
Genres in the African Diaspora, which Baruch College hosted on May 2.

Fighting for Honor: The History of African Martial Art Traditions in the Atlantic World
By T.J. Desch-Obi  (Department of History)
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A Dialogue with Myrna Chase
By BRUCE FELTON

You’re a historian—so how did you  
wind up at Baruch College in the  
first place?
At first, I was offered a position at 
Brooklyn College and then one at Baruch, 
which was expanding to meet the great 
influx of students from open enrollment. 
I took the job at Baruch in part because of 
current thinking that new PhD’s should 
teach at police academies and engineering 
and business schools—where the builders 
and movers of society were being edu-
cated—and share with those students the 
message of change.

That was in the early days of CUNY’s 
open admissions policy, wasn’t it?
Yes. I had come to New York in the late 
sixties to be part of the civil rights– 
antiwar movement. As an academic and 
an activist, I believed that no real change 
would be possible until everyone, at 
all socioeconomic levels, was given the 
opportunity for a decent education, which 
wasn’t the case for thousands of poor 
and minority students. Public schools—
universities down to pre-school—had to 

M yrna Chase arrived at Baruch in 1971 to teach European intellectual history, never expecting to be here 
more than two years. She stayed 37, retiring this year following a career marked by unflagging advocacy for 
students and faculty and outstanding achievement in both academia and administration. In addition to 

chairing the history department, Chase founded the Feit Interdisciplinary Seminars, served as dean of the Mildred 
and George Weissman School of Arts and Sciences, and even deferred earlier retirement plans to assume the duties 
of interim provost and senior vice president for academic affairs in 2001. 

make the effort to change that situation. 
That’s what open admissions was about. 

What is it like to teach liberal arts sub-
jects in a business school? Have you ever 
felt like a fish out of water?
Never. I think the prevailing view here 
is that the liberal arts and sciences are 
an essential component of a complete 
education—and no more so than 
at a school like Baruch, where 
there is such a strong emphasis 
on learning practical busi-
ness techniques and skills. We 
have a fine faculty in arts and 
sciences who have come and 
stayed because they 
share the mission 
of CUNY, because 
they are attracted 
to New York City. 
Whatever the 
reason, these fine 
scholars make 
up a vibrant 
intellectual 
community.

How has Baruch changed over the  
course of your career here?
One of the most visible changes has been 
in the composition of the student body. 
Thirty-seven years ago, women students 
were a rarity. In the first intellectual history 
course I taught, there was one woman in 
a class of 45. Today more than 50 percent 
of the students are women. The College 

is also culturally a lot more diverse. 
But even more significant, we no 

longer think in terms of having to 
compensate for the difficulties of 
diversity. Over the last 10 to 15 
years, we’ve begun to see the mix 
of cultures and languages as a 
great asset, not a hindrance. 

What’s next for  
Myrna Chase?
I’m planning to devote 
more time to Butterflies, 
a charity that I’ve been 
involved with that aids 
street children in India. 
And I’d like to do some 
traveling. The day I 
retired, my husband 

and I left on a two-week 
trip to Chile. He’s worked for 
USAID [the United States 
Agency for International 
Development] and the World 
Bank, so we’ve certainly seen a 
lot of the world. But we have 
an opportunity to see places in 
a different way now. Ph
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When Dean Chase retired, it marked the end of an era and the 
beginning of a new one. Starting Aug. 1, the College will have a 
new Weissman School of Arts and Sciences dean, Jeffrey M. Peck. 
A scholar of German-Jewish culture and history, Peck brings a 
wealth of scholarly and administrative experience to the position. 
Learn more about our new dean in the next issue of BCAM.



SUMMER 2008  27

Faculty&StaffNews

Gr
os

sm
an

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
Je

rr
y 

Sp
ei

er

Baruch professors are especially 
skilled at using all possible resources 
to make sure students get the most 

from their classes, and Elissa Grossman, 
an assistant professor of management, is 
no exception. Grossman won the Acton 
Foundation’s 2008 Entrepreneurship 
Master Teacher Award, a national award 
that recognizes outstanding teachers who 
inspire students to build businesses that 
create jobs, increase wealth, 
and improve society. 

Her class Entrepreneur-
ship and Small Business 
Experiences challenges 
undergraduates by using 
MBA-level business case 
studies. Grossman admits 
that using the more 

advanced material was a gamble but 
says it has paid off. “The best way I 
can show my students that I respect 
them is to challenge them, and the 
Baruch students have blown me away with 
their work in this class.”

In Grossman’s class, students examine 
more than 20 cases a semester, alternating 
between print and live cases, and interact 
with guest speakers from diverse industries. 
As a final project, students divide into teams 

to provide consultancy services to 
small, local businesses. 

Grossman notes a higher 
level of student engagement with 
interactive curricula and has even 
used the city itself in one lesson. 
Early in the spring semester, she 
took her class to Grand Central 
Terminal for what was initially 

described as a team building 
exercise: a scavenger hunt. Teams 
had to find features unique to 
the cavernous landmark, like the 
Whispering Gallery and a con-
necting passage to the Chrysler 
Building, only fully realizing 

the academic aspect of the outing when 
their next classroom guest speaker turned 
out to be Bret Watson, founder of Watson 
Adventures, a successful entrepreneurial 
company that created the Grand Central 
Hunt (as well as numerous other hunts 
throughout the city). 

A member of the Baruch community 
for the past two years, Grossman previ-
ously worked in brand management and 
marketing and counts “knowing two very 
smart people” with CUNY connections 
as part of her decision to teach at Baruch: 
her paternal grandfather attended City 
College and her mother is an alumna of 
Queens College.     —Lara Moon

In  Memoriam

Selma Berrol, who was a faculty member 
in Baruch’s Department of History for 27 
years (from 1968 until her retirement in 

1995), died in March. An 
expert on the history of New 
York City, Berrol wrote The 
Empire City: New York and 
Its People, 1624–1994 and 
a crucial historical reference 

for all Baruchians, Getting Down to Business: 
Baruch College in the City of New York, 
1847–1987. Berrol also authored many other 
books, studies, reviews, and articles. During 
her tenure at Baruch, she was an assistant 
dean of the Weissman School of Arts and 
Sciences. Longtime colleague and chair of 
the Department of History Cynthia Whittaker 
remembers Berrol: “Selma loved New York 
City, loved Baruch, and incorporated these 
passions into her research and teaching. 
Besides her history of Baruch, she wrote and 
taught about the city’s immigrant population. 
It is a credit to her teaching that one of the 

students she inspired, James Oates, has just 
been named a CUNY Distinguished Professor.”

Martin “Marty” Gill, the College’s deputy 
director of public safety and security, passed 
away in December 2007. Gill worked for Baruch 
College for 22 years. Director of Campus 
Security and Public Safety Harry McLaughlin 
described his colleague and close friend as “a 
dedicated self-starter and a true family man.” 
Prior to working at Baruch, McLaughlin and 
Gill worked together for nine years in the NYPD. 
And it was in this capacity that Gill figures in 
Thomas McKenna and William Harrington’s book 
Manhattan North Homicide. Although it was not 
well known at Baruch, Gill played a prominent 
role in the investigation of Robert Chambers 
during the “Preppie Murder” case. Gill will be 
greatly missed by all members of Public Safety 
and the entire Baruch community.

David O. Green, who served as a professor of 
accountancy for 21 years and vice president 
for administration from 1978 to 1990, died 
in March. Green arrived at Baruch College 
from the University of Chicago in 1978 and 

retired from Baruch’s faculty in 1999. He 
continued to maintain an office on campus 

and come in regularly until 
late 2007. His numerous 
publications included 
An Income Approach to 
Accounting Theory: Readings 
and Questions (co-edited 

with Davidson, Horngren, and Sorter). Green 
held an undergraduate degree from DePaul 
University and both an MBA and PhD from 
the University of Chicago. 

A memorial service for Green was held 
at Baruch College on May 4. Longtime 
friend and colleague CUNY Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein extolled Green’s virtues 
and his humanity. “David brought to the 
administration of Baruch College an 
unmatched level of skill and talent honed 
by many years of exacting requirements at 
his beloved University of Chicago Graduate 
School of Business. But his acumen in 
financial matters was rivaled only by his love 
of good food and his passion for creating 
wonderful epicurean delights for friends and 
colleagues. He will be missed.”

Master Teacher at Work and Play 
Eliss a Grossman
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The debate over open- versus closed-
production methods in software is an 
old one, but the application for modern 

companies is more relevant than ever. 
In many instances, today’s companies 

have access to an army of eager consultants, 
the new generation of web-savvy consumers 
who seek collaboration with product devel-
opers. Consumer feedback creates a virtual 
digital laboratory, where anyone is able to 
perform experiments in the quest to build a 
better mousetrap. 

Investigating this trend, weighing its mer-
its for business, and putting it in perspec-
tive are Karl Lang, professor of computer 
information systems (CIS), and CIS doctoral 
candidate Reina Arakji (PhD ’09). Speaking 
of this cadre of testers, Lang says, “This is 
a truly transdisciplinary field, because so 
many different elements contribute to the 
discussion. There is a computer science 

component, a business component, and a 
sociological component.”

Already taking advantage of this input to 
develop better versions of products and systems 
are Apple, Lego, and Netflix. These and other 
companies have, at times, even used cash incen-
tives to prompt consumers for their suggestions. 

In the first of two articles on this subject, 
Lang and Arakji define open- and closed-
production methods using the au courant 

example of two hugely popular virtual reality 
games, Second Life and World of Warcraft. 
An example of the open-source model, 
Second Life is a user-defined world where 
players interact much as they do in real life, 
conducting business, pursuing hobbies and 
leisure activities, and socializing. Players have 
access to tools that allow them to modify 
their environment and have the ability to 
create new tools. Demonstrating a closed-
source model is World of Warcraft, which is 
also played in real time around the world but 
has clearly defined rules, goals, and winners 
and offers far fewer opportunities for users to 
tailor their virtual environment. Not surpris-
ingly, in their second article, Lang and Arakji 
call for a hybrid system, merging the best of 
both open and closed methods, which would 
let consumers create and companies select 
the best from among pretested prototypes.        
     —Lara Moon

A re you a paraskevidekatriaphobic 
(someone afraid of Friday the 13th)? 
If so, you are not alone. Nearly  

$1 billion is lost in business in the U.S. 
every time a Friday the 13th rolls around, 
because people don’t want to conduct 
business as usual on that day. In her 
recent article in the Journal of Consumer 
Research (co-authored with Baruch 
Assistant Professor Thomas Kramer, 
also from the Department of Marketing 
and International Business), Professor of 
Marketing Lauren Block investigated the 
role superstition plays in the marketplace. 

Irrational belief is just one of the judg-
ment-impacting phenomena Block studies. 
Her teaching and research expertise lies in the 
areas of consumer behavior and information 
processing, with a particular focus on health 
persuasion, risk assessment, and public policy. 
Among other topics, she has investigated 
the clarity and usefulness of the Nutrition 
Facts Panel on food product labels as well as 
over-the-Internet marketing of medications 
without a prescription. Currently, she’s prob-
ing issues of nutrition and food indulgence. 

In all her far-ranging research, Block is 
committed to serving consumer or public 
interest. In 2008 she won the Richard W. 
Pollay Prize, which honors intellectual 
excellence in research in marketing in the 
public interest. “Most people think that 
marketing is about manipulating con-
sumers. All my research is in the area of 
consumer protection,” she explains. 

How does Block select the various top-
ics she studies? “I investigate topics that 
interest me. Either I see something, or I 
behave in an interesting way, and I decide 
to explore that behavior.” Real life inspired 
her food-label research, for example: her 
daughter is gluten intolerant, so she’s had 
to pay close attention to food labels. 

Unexpected results also fuel her enthu-
siasm for research. She recounts one such 
instance: “In one study on persuasion, 

I found that 
simply ask-
ing consumers 
‘How often do 
you use illegal 
drugs?’ actually 
increased drug 
use. That one 
got a lot of press coverage!”

Block loves the academic life. Prior to 
arriving at Baruch, she was on the faculty 
of NYU’s Stern School of Business. Today 
she enjoys teaching Baruch students, 
whom she respects and admires and 
describes as “engaging and appreciative.” 
She adds, “Many work full-time jobs (or 
near full time) in addition to being full-
time students. I’m pretty sure I couldn’t 
have managed that level of commitment at 
that age.”      —Diane Harrigan

In the Public Interest: Professor of Marketing Lauren Block

An Army of Digital Testers
*********************
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Block is one of three editors of Explorations of Marketing in Society (Thomson, 
2007), an impressive volume of classic articles and original essays organized into 
sections on consumer interest, social marketing, international consumer policy, 
public policy on marketing, macromarketing, and marketing ethics. Including 
articles from the popular press, the collection helps the reader understand the 
profound effects of marketing on society.
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The song “Lavender, My Lavender” bonded them in 1948, 
and those “ties that naught can sever” hold them near 
and dear today. 

In 1944 City College Downtown opened its doors to a fresh-
man class of young men and women (some just 16 years old). 
Twenty of those graduates celebrated 60 years of friendship and 
honored their alma mater last January by reuniting aboard the 
Westerdam cruise ship bound for the Caribbean. And reunite 
they did! For one week, this magnificent group—which included 
spouses, friends, and several alumni from pre- and post-1948—
brought back the magic of the good old days.

There were more high points than can be recounted. There 
was the cocktail party organized by Paul and Mildred Wendell 
and Allen and Harriet Fine. I will never forget the story attorney 
Stan Handman told about the time that client Leona Helmsley’s 

dog, Trouble, bit him. Trouble was trained to protect Leona, and one day as Stan reached out to 
pet Trouble while Leona was holding her, Trouble bit Stan’s finger rather fiercely. 

Another highlight was 
the two-hour memory 
session organized by Allen 
Fine. There were copies of 
the school song printed, 
appropriately, on lavender 
paper; a trivia quiz; songs 
popular in 1948 playing 
in the background; and 
memorabilia on display. The group reminisced about their faculty advisor, Professor Siring; the 
45 Club; the blizzard of ’48; and the ninth floor of the Washington Hotel. Afterward they sang 
the school song and sat for photos. Topping it all off, the ladies re-created their famous City 
Downtown cheer, “Allegaroo-Allegaroo, Allega-shish-boom-ba!”

     —Derek Carroll, Assistant Director of Alumni Relations

Don’t let the boat leave without you. Visit the Baruch College alumni website for information 
on upcoming alumni activities at www.baruch.cuny.edu/alumni. You will also find additional 
photos of the ’48 cruise at the site. Please feel free to contact Derek at 646-660-6097 or 
derek_carroll@baruch.cuny.edu.

ClassNotes We welcome your submissions! E-mail: alumni@baruch.cuny.edu. 
Or write: Office of Alumni Relations, Baruch College/CUNY, One 
Bernard Baruch Way, Box A-1603, New York, NY 10010-5585. 

42  Richard Gilbert’s Marching 
Up Madison Avenue (Behler 

Publications) was published in May. The 
book recounts his career in advertis-
ing, specifically as founder of his own ad 
agency. (Gilbert was profiled in the Fall 
2006 issue of BCAM.) Murray Klein, 
91 and living in Sherman Oaks, Cal., is 
the author of “Brooklyn and Beyond,” 
which details his life and wartime experi-
ences. He served as master sergeant under 
General Lucius Clay during World War II 
and later worked at the Continental Can 
Company when Clay became its CEO. 
Alumni interested in receiving a copy of 
his story can contact Klein at brekh@
earthlink.net. James C. Sarayiotes (MBA 
’71) has retired from his career in adver-
tising and lives in Raleigh, N.C., where 
he is a high school substitute teacher. He 
has fond memories of serving as adver-
tising and business manager for The 
Ticker, advertising manager of the 1942 
Lexicon, president of advertising fraternity 
Alpha Delta Sigma, and president of the 
Advertising Society.

45  Retired elementary school 
teacher Elaine Filene Kahn 

published the novel Companion Pieces, 
by H. Reese, with five friends. She  
also contributed to the group poetry 
anthology Cotton and Spirit.

50  William J. McCullough is 
a retired U.S. Army colonel 

and New York City Police Department 
captain. The author of the memoir 
Minuteman/Activist and Hold Your 
Audience, a public speaking guide, he  
lives in Hilton Head, S.C.

53  Leon Hellman is president of 
the Sam Schloss B’nai B’rith in 

Memphis, Tenn. He is also a counselor 
at Service Corps of Retired Executives 
(SCORE).

54  Since 1971 Bernard Gelman and 
his wife, Anne, have been per-

forming an ESP/mind-reading act under 
the stage name of The Aldens. The couple, 
who are based in Sullivan County, N.Y., 
have performed in many libraries, resorts, 
and other venues in the area. 

55  Marilyn Ward La-Marche 
Mandell recently participated 

in Baruch’s Class Acts campaign. The 
classroom named for her is located in the 
Newman Vertical Campus, Room 10-140.

56  Donald Gabay participated in 
Baruch’s Class Acts campaign 

by naming a classroom in memory of his 
parents, Harry and Rachel. It is located in 
the Newman Library, Room 347. George 
Gershon is retired and living in Florida. 

SEE YOU ON THE 
HIGH SEAS
60th Anniversary 
Reunion Cruise for 
the Class of ’48 
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She informed me on the first day 
of class that she had lived through 
most of the period I would be 

teaching. The course was History 2050: 
The Emergence of Modern America, 
1880–1945. Enrolled were 34 college-age 
students and 
one auditor, 
Anne Goldman. 
A small, smartly 
dressed woman 
with a cane and 
a jaunty beret, 
she looked about 
the age of my 
favorite aunt. “Oh, 
I think there’s 
plenty here that 
happened before 
your time,” I said. 
Only later did I 
discover how right 
she was. Born in 
New York City in 
1914, Goldman 
was 93 years old 
last semester. She proved to be the sharp-
est tack in the class.

Goldman did not just sit in class. She 
read the books and participated in the 
discussions, providing insights into events 
that occurred even before she was born. A 
graduate of Baruch when it was known as 
City College Downtown, she received her BBA 
degree in 1942 while working full time as a 
clerk at the Department of Health. Degree in 
hand, she advanced through the ranks and 
retired in 1972. Her husband of 20 years 
died in 1976. They had no children.

Goldman started auditing classes in 1999, 
first at Hunter College and then at Baruch. “I 
need a schedule to get going,” she explained. 
“Everybody needs something, and I enjoy 
going to lectures. I need the stimulation.” 

When my course reached the era of the 
1920s and 1930s, Goldman agreed to talk 
about growing up in those decades. On the 
appointed day, she took a chair in front of 
the class, with a few unneeded note cards 
in her lap, and proceeded to paint a vivid 
picture of daily life on the Lower East Side.

“Like many of you, I am a child of immi-
grants,” she began, her voice still resonant 
with the rhythms of the old neighborhood. Her 
parents, Polish Jews, operated a small butter 
and egg shop on East 8th Street. They were 
experts at “candling eggs,” peering through 

the shell to check 
their freshness. Her 
parents’ shop was the 
kind of place where 
neighbors stopped in 
several times a day, 
and Yiddish was the 
common language. 
It was a time before 
refrigeration and the 
home telephone.

During other 
classes, Goldman 
provided necessary 
correctives to my lec-
tures and deepened 
my understanding 
of the past. She 
corrected my ideas 
about cars and the 

Depression, for example. In her commu-
nity, automobiles weren’t a reality in the 
1920s and poor people weren’t impacted 
as hard by the 1929 stock market collapse 
as I had thought. She enlightened us all 
regarding changes in the political process, 
conjuring a time when electioneering took 
place mainly on the streets. “Candidates 
would stand on the back of open trucks,” 
she said, “and around them were hundreds 
of people listening to what they said—and 
probably hectoring as well. You had an 
opportunity to talk to that person, and the 
candidate spoke back to you and gave you 
the highest respect.”

Goldman laments the gaps in her under-
graduate education, courses in literature 
and the arts. But she has more than made 
up for that over the last 10 years, having 
audited a total of 33 courses, mostly in 
English literature but also in Hebrew, music, 
art, film, political science, and history. In so 
doing, she has taught her classmates and 
professors that a love of learning can last a 
lifetime. And even longer if shared.

He met his wife, Barbara (Traiger), at 
Baruch in 1950; they were married three 
years later and celebrated their 54th anni-
versary in December 2007.

57  Joel Roses is retired and living 
in a golf course community in 

Palm Beach County, after working as a 
homewares executive and Merrill Lynch 
financial consultant.

58  Naomi Dornfeld Platt retired 
as professor from Kingsborough 

Community College (CUNY) in 2005. 
She is currently an adjunct at Howard 
Community College in Columbia, Md., and 
at Montgomery College in Rockville, Md. 

59  Dennis Fallon (MBA ’66) 
is retired and living in Falls 

Church, Va. He can be reached at 
732-671-5098. After a career in advertis-
ing, Mel Stevens is retired and living in 
Florida, where (he notes in a letter), “I’m 
watching those alligators, once said to be 
in New York City sewers, lolling around 
the lake behind my home.” 

61  Henry S. Herschaft was promoted 
to managing director from senior 

VP at Citigroup Global Markets Holdings, 
Inc. Irwin Zamore has retired as a managing 
partner of Leipziger & Breskin, LLP, CPAs.

62  Lew Altfest, president of L.J. 
Altfest & Co. Inc., financial and 

investment advisors, was the recipient of the 
2007 Charles R. Schwab IMPACT Award. 
The award “honors an individual trailblazer 
whose sustained vision, outstanding leader-
ship, client commitment, and community 
engagement clearly demonstrate the value 
of independent investment advice.” Irwin 
Hirsch is a psychologist/psychoanalyst in 
New York City. His book, Coasting in the 
Countertransference: Conflicts of Self-Interest 
Between Analyst and Patient, was recently pub-
lished by the Analytic Press (Taylor & Francis 
Publishers). Hy Turret, who has a small 
accounting practice, is a 50-year member Ph
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The Auditor  
Anne Goldman (’42)

By Vincent DiGirolamo   
Assistant Professor of History



SUMMER 2008  31

ClassNotes

well as president of Paragon Way, Inc., 
a subsidiary of Collins. Previously he 
was senior VP of Debt Resolve, Inc., an 
Internet-based software company. Larry 
E. Swedroe is principal and direc-
tor of research for Buckingham Asset 
Management Inc., an investment advisor 
firm in St. Louis, Mo., and principal of 
BAM Advisor Services, LLC. He is the 
author of the recently published Wise 
Investing Made Simple (Charter Financial 
Pub Network).

73  Robert Hein, recently retired 
as VP for finance, Airbus North 

America, has been named the senior 
executive counselor of the Harry F. Byrd 
Jr. School of Business at Shenandoah 
University.

of the Knights of Pythias. In 2007 he was 
elected grand prelate, Domain of Florida. 

65  Philanthropist Roger Hertog is 
a recipient of the 2007 National 

Humanities Medal, announced by President 
Bush in November. Robert Rittereiser has 
joined AgFeed Industries, an animal nutrition 
and hog producer in China, as chairman of 
its advisory board. Rittereiser, a former CFO 
and chief administrative officer at Merrill 
Lynch and former president and CEO of E.F. 
Hutton & Co., recently joined Centurion 
Holdings LLC, a New York–based financial 
and management consulting firm.

66  Donald Brennan (MBA) 
recently participated in Baruch’s 

Class Acts campaign by naming a class-
room in honor of his wife, Patricia. It is 
located in the Newman Vertical Campus, 
Room 10-155. In November Alan Peltz 
was appointed to the audit committee 
and the corporate governance and human 
resources committee of La Mancha 
Resources, an international gold producer. 
He was chairman of the board and CEO 
of Burndy Corp./Framatome USA from 
1997 to his retirement in 2002. 

69  Stuart A. Hoberman, share-
holder and chair of the financial 

services team at Wilentz, Goldman & 
Spitzer, P.A., has been listed in the 2008 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. 

70  Patson A. Agard retired from 
the MTA New York City Transit 

after 35 years of service, including 24 years 
as treasurer. A pastor at Good Tidings 
Gospel Chapel, he preaches at shelters 
and community centers and works with 
the Queens District Attorney’s Second 
Chance Program for youth offenders. CPA 
Alan D. Rosenberg, president of Alan D. 
Rosenberg, P.C., has joined the College of 
Westchester’s advisory counsel. 

71  In March Steven G. Chrust 
was appointed director of Juniper 

Content Corp. Most recently, he was a 
senior principal of Centripetal Capital 
Partners, LLC, a private equity investment 
firm he founded in 2004. In January David 
Krell (MBA) retired as president/CEO of 
the International Securities Exchange (ISE) 
Holdings, Inc., and was elected company 
chairman. He co-founded the ISE in 2000. 
Peter B. Pepper (MS ’92), Baruch lecturer 
in collective bargaining and labor relations, 
is completing his second term as national 
president of the Workmen’s Circle/Arbiter 
Ring in June. He was recently appointed 
to New York City’s Board of Collective 
Bargaining as a labor member.

72  Collins Financial Services USA, 
Inc., has named Howard C. 

Knauer (MBA) senior VP of recovery as 

“Newman Ethic” Memorialized in Medal for Philanthropy

Last fall, at Reunion 2007, President 
Kathleen Waldron conferred on 
Lawrence Zicklin (’57, LHD [Hon.] 

’99) and Carol Zicklin the William and Anita 
Newman Medal for Philanthropy. The newly 
established medal recognizes extraordi-
nary leadership-level generosity to Baruch 
College, the sort of generosity exemplified 
by the College’s friends and benefactors 
William Newman (’47, LLD [Hon.] ’97) 
and his wife, Anita (who passed away last 
December). 

Speaking of 
the Newmans, 
President 
Waldron said, “In 
the long and dis-
tinguished history 
of Baruch, there 

are certain pivotal figures who have done just 
the right thing at just the right time to propel 
Baruch to a level of excellence and regard. 
Their vision for the future and their extraor-
dinary generosity raised our sights and our 
ambitions.” Speaking of the medal’s deserv-
ing recipients, she said that the Zicklins 
demonstrated “the Newman ethic,” under-
standing the best means of enabling this 
community to do lasting good. The Zicklins 
are the namesakes of the College’s Zicklin 

School of Business and have supported 
the Robert Zicklin Center for Corporate 
Integrity, the Lawrence and Carol 
Zicklin Chair in Corporate Integrity and 
Governance, and the Zicklin Strategic 

Impact Fund. 
For more 

about Reunion 
2007, see  
page 40.
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Above: First families: President Waldron 
(standing, right) with Larry and Carol 
Zicklin (standing) and Anita and Bill 
Newman (seated).

Right: The Newman Medal for Philanthropy, 
engraved with the images of Anita and 
William Newman.
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Max Berger (’68)
Even when he was growing up in Flushing, Max 
Berger had an inkling that he wanted be a 
lawyer. “I went to Baruch,” he jokes, “because 
I didn’t want to go to Queens College with all 
the other neighborhood kids.” But more impor-
tantly, Berger aspired to the upward mobility 
that Baruch offered, and he wanted to learn 
about business, believing it would serve him 
well as a lawyer. Looking back, it all seems to 
have gone according to plan.

When he arrived at Baruch, Berger found a 
place, according to his own words, “filled with 
purists. The attitude of the faculty was that 
ethics and integrity were more important than 
profits—that accountants and auditors owe a 
higher duty than simply serving the interests 
of their clients.”

Later, as a student at Columbia Law 
School during the height of the Vietnam War 
protests, Berger developed a penchant for 
social activism. When he graduated from law 
school, he gave little serious consideration to 
the corporate path that, as a top law school 
graduate, was open to him. Instead, he took 
a job at a law firm that did plaintiff’s securi-
ties litigation. “I was paid less money, but I 

wanted to 
be a positive 
force,” he 
explains.

Thirty-six years later, Berger can 
say that he accomplished that goal. 
In 2001 Bernstein Litowitz (where 
Berger is founding partner) settled 
In re Cendant Securities Litigation—brought 
on behalf of a class led by the California State 
Pension Fund—for a total of $3.2 billion. It was 
the first of a series of securities fraud mega-
cases. In In re WorldCom, Bernstein Litowitz 
recovered over $6.15 billion for a class led by 
the New York State Retirement Fund. It is the 
largest securities fraud recovery ever. 

Berger enjoys his work tremendously, 
because he gets to combine the business 
skills he learned at Baruch, the legal knowl-
edge he gained at Columbia, and the social 
values that he grew up with and still cham-
pions. And indeed, his work has had a major 
impact beyond the billions of dollars that his 
firm has recovered for investors. His cases 
have changed the way corporate boards 
conduct business, and they have caused Wall 
Street firms and accountancy firms to develop 

better and more responsible practices.
A member of The Baruch College Fund Board 

since 2003, Berger is pleased that Baruch is still 
honoring its historic mission and that the values 
it imparts to its students haven’t changed. Having 
reaped the rewards of many successes, Berger 
has been generous to his alma mater. In 2006 
he gave a gift to the Class Acts campaign, nam-
ing a classroom in the Newman Vertical Campus. 
Then, in 2007, he made a large gift to fund the 
creation of a pre-law program. 

Baruch College will be better able to launch 
the legal careers of a new generation of Max 
Bergers because of his generous gifts. 

Stanley Grossman (’64)
As he stood in the well of the United States 
Supreme Court in October 2007, Stanley 
Grossman was asked a question by Justice 
Anthony Kennedy: “Why should they care?”

Grossman was arguing the Stoneridge 
Investments case, which 
presents an important issue 
of the application of federal 
securities law. The defendant 
was alleged to have enabled 
and benefited from a financial 
statement fraud perpetrated 
by a different, now-defunct 
company. Thus, the question, 

Why should this defendant—who did not 
commit fraud—care if the other company was 
committing fraud?

Even though Grossman has spent over 
40 years as a leading plaintiff’s class action 
attorney, he had never before argued a case 
in the U.S. Supreme Court. As any lawyer will 
tell you, it is an intimidating venue, even for 
the most experienced attorney. But Grossman 
was fully prepared to answer Justice 
Kennedy’s question. In fact, his entire career 
had been preparation for the answer. 

A Queens native, Grossman spent his 
freshman year of college at NYU, transfer-
ring to Baruch once his grades were “good 
enough.” He attended classes in the morn-
ing, worked in the afternoon, and returned 
to school in the evening either for a class or 
an extracurricular activity. “It’s not enough 

Crusaders for Corporate Accountability
by Seth E. Lipner, Professor of Law
Seth Lipner has been a member of Baruch’s law faculty for more than 25 years. He recently 
discovered that the leading corporate class action attorneys in New York are Baruch graduates. 
Coincidence? He thinks not. Professor Lipner set out to discover why.

There was no single defining moment, no one course or professor, 
that made these Baruch graduates supremely successful in their 
field. Sure, they share a passion for what they do and a great 
pride in what they have accomplished, but our conversations 

revealed that the foundations for their success 
and leadership were constructed early in their 
careers and that, in many respects, those 
careers began at Baruch College. All are proof 
of the rewards of Baruch’s historic mission of 
“access and excellence” and the continued 
vitality of that legacy.

Max Berger (above) 
and Stanley Grossman 
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to be smart. You have to do the work,” he 
says. Grossman graduated with a BBA in 
economics and went on to earn a JD from 
Brooklyn Law School. 

Today Grossman is senior partner at 
Pomerantz Haudek Block Grossman & Gross. 
In 1968, when Grossman interviewed for a 
job at the Pomerantz firm, William Haudek, 
a Yale Law School graduate, asked him, 
“Brooklyn Law School, huh? Is that a good 
school?” It was a loaded question; Abraham 
Pomerantz, an icon in the legal world, was a 
CUNY graduate who, like Grossman, went on 
to Brooklyn Law School. Grossman replied 
to Haudek, “They have lots of books. The 
school is as good as you make it.” Later, when 
Grossman asked what working at Pomerantz 
was like, Haudek replied, “I’ll give you the 
same answer you gave me.” Grossman got the 
job and put everything he had into his work.  

Now, partly because of Stoneridge, 
Grossman has attained star professional 
status. This recognition included a recent invi-
tation to speak at old-line law firm Millbank 
Tweed. “Can you believe it? Me at Millbank 
Tweed?” he says with a boyish grin.

A career of fighting corporate cor-
ruption energizes Grossman. He not only 
leads the firm that bears his name but is 
a director of Lincoln Center Institute for the 
Arts in Education, active in the Appleseed 
Foundation, and a trustee of the University 
Settlement Society of New York. He is also a 
staunch supporter of public higher education, 
having, in the late nineties, chaired a blue-
ribbon task force on the Future of the City 
University of New York.

In case you are wondering what 
Grossman told the Supreme Court that fall 
day about why the defendant in Stoneridge 
should care that it was acting to the benefit 
of one committing fraud, Stanley’s answer 
came from his heart. “They shouldn’t engage 
in a scheme to defraud.”    

For additional profiles of our class  
action attorney stars—Edward Labaton 
(’52) and Lawrence Sucharow (’71)—go 
to the College’s website at www.baruch 

.cuny.edu/magazine/crusadingattorneys.htm.

“We were interested in finding some com-
munity service that would bring Baruch-
In-Florida alumni together and benefit our 
local community. Habitat for Humanity 
seemed like a good fit,” says Larry Bendik 
(’63), committee chair of the Baruch-In-
Florida Tampa Bay Chapter and the event’s 
organizer. Twelve alumni and spouses joined 
forces on Jan. 26 to volunteer for Habitat for 
Humanity of Pinellas County. The group not 
only gave back but learned about new con-

struction techniques. “The feedback was very 
good,” says Bendik. “It is nice to know that in 
doing this you are helping to make the com-
munity a better place for all residents.” 

Baruch-In-Florida offers Florida-based 
alumni chapters in Boca Raton, Miami, 
Tampa, and Jacksonville and a variety of 
social events. To find out more, visit the 
College’s website at www.baruch.cuny.edu/
alumni or contact Barbara Yospe (’57) at 
babsid@comcast.net or 561-638-1861.

74  Earlier this year, James Oakes was 
named Distinguished Professor of 

History by the CUNY board of trustees. 
He was also the co-recipient of the 2007 
Lincoln Prize for The Radical and the 
Republican: Frederick Douglass, Abraham 
Lincoln, and the Triumph of Antislavery 
Politics (W.W. Norton). The award is 
given annually by the Lincoln & Soldiers 
Institute at Gettysburg College for the 
year’s best book on Abraham Lincoln. 
Oakes, a leading historian of 19th-
century America, has been on the faculty 
of the CUNY Graduate Center since 
1997 and is the holder of the Graduate 
School Humanities Chair since 1998. He 

earned his MA and PhD degrees from the 
University of California, Berkeley.

75  Linda Matula has joined New 
York City Industries for the Blind 

as VP, Development. She was previously 
director of child care and nutrition for the 
Police Athletic League of New York City.

76  Robert Caro is working in systems 
for BNY Mellon as an offshore 

project manager. He was married in 1986; 
his sons attend Northwestern and Yale.

77  Stephanie Bass, who is living and 
writing in Westport, Conn., is 

Tool Time: Florida’s Alumni Volunteers
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79  In October Stephen R. Brown 
was elected COO of the 

Registrant. He joined the company in 1995 
as CFO. The Government Development 
Bank for Puerto Rico has appointed Julio 
Caraballo VP and acting treasurer. He 
was previously VP for the Investment and 
Treasury Department. William J. Schiavi 
was promoted from director to VP of  
taxation at Hill International. Prior to join-
ing Hill, he was tax director of American 
Water. Howard Tanney has been named 
portfolio manager of the Long Island, 
N.Y.–based N.I.R. Group’s new Hyperion 
Commodity Partners fund, which special-
izes in energy futures.

80  Michael A. Reichman is in his 
fifth year of teaching math in 

the New York Department of Education’s 
Teaching Fellows Program. 

82  Allan Fine (MBA) has joined the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary as 

VP for strategy and business development. 
He has over 25 years of experience in health 

care strategy and marketing, most recently 
with Healthios, Inc. in Northbrook, Ill., 
where he was managing director. In August 
Linda Fuchs gave birth to twin boys, Joseph 
and Max. Talent 2 International Ltd. has 
appointed Pam Laidlaw non-executive 
director and chair of the audit committee. 

83  Risk management expert James 
Lam has joined the team coor-

dinating installation of software system 
Kamakura Risk Manager in Hong Kong’s 
Dah Sing Bank.

84  Judy (Finkler) Fairbanks joined 
ITN International as VP of mar-

keting. The company provides technology 
and services to the trade show and event 
industries. Previously she was chief mar-
keting officer of Capture Technologies, 
LLC, which she co-founded in 2001. 
Anthony Fiorica is director of compli-
ance for Deutsche Bank in downtown 
Manhattan. 

85  After the birth of her first child 
in 1999, Linda (Bacchi) Colon 

ended her 20-year career on Wall Street, 
most recently at the Bank of New York. 
Owner and president of Om Santi 
Yoga Corp, she works with the N.Y.C. 
Department of Education in providing 
yoga-teacher training for high school 
physical education instructors.

86  American Dreaming: How Youth 
Changed America, the latest book 

by Laban Carrick Hill, won a Gold 
Award from the National Association 
of Parenting Publications. It was pub-
lished in November by Little, Brown & 
Co. Donald A. Resnick (MBA) has 
been named VP, enrollment and student 
services, for Dowling College in Oakdale, 
N.Y. He was most recently director of 
graduate enrollment management at New 
York University. 

87  Alfred R. Canteruccio, 
CPA in New York and South 

Recently married or partnered, 
promoted or relocated, added a new 
member to the family, started your 

own business or foundation? Share the 
milestones in your life with your old class-
mates, friends, and faculty members—we’re 
all eager to hear your good news!

E-mail your news to: 
alumni@baruch.cuny.edu

Or mail to:
Office of Alumni 
Relations, 
Baruch 
College, One 
Bernard Baruch 
Way, Box A-1603, 
New York, NY 
10010-5585.

seeking her old friend Harry Kuperschmidt 
and would love to hear from anyone who is 
in touch with him (stephaniebass@opton 
line.net). Her daughter just graduated from 
Hobart with a degree in physics. Sovereign 
Bank Executive VP Jaspir Chopra (MBA) 
has been named managing director of busi-
ness banking for Sovereign’s Metro NY-NJ 
Division. David S. Cohen has joined 
Dempsey Myers & Co. as COO. Previously 
he was executive VP and COO at Sterling 
Testing Systems Inc. Mitchell Pinckney 
(MBA) has been named executive director 
of corporate relations of the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce for the New York metropoli-
tan area. Alberto Ritondo is assistant 
director for video production at North 
Shore–LIJ Health System. He was the win-
ner of two 2008 Telly Awards for videos he 
produced. I. Jay Safier (MBA) has been 
appointed a member of the Tax Legislation 
and Policy Committee of the American 
Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
for 2007–2008. Gary Shillet is CFO of 
the School of Visual Arts in Manhattan.

78  Certified long-term care con-
sultant Paul Adams is a field 

representative for the National Financial 
Network, LLC. In January Equity Media 
Holdings Corporation named Patrick 
Doran CFO. He began consulting for the 
company in November. Prior to that, he 
served as interim CFO and consultant for 
Orbit Brands Corporation. CPA Harold 
Gellis (MBA), professor of accounting at 
York College, CUNY, authored “China: 
The Impact of Financial Reporting on 
Economic Growth” for Canadian website 
EnterpriseToronto. Ellen Perle is associ-
ate general counsel at Aon in New York. 
Susan A. Yubas (MBA) was honored at 
the Second Annual Fortunoff Women in 
the Know Awards in November, which 
took place in the retailer’s White Plains 
store. Yubas is a member of White Plains 
Hospital Center board of directors, as 
well as its Ambassador Program and its 
executive committee, in addition to several 
other hospital committees.

We’d Love to Hear from You!
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Carolina, is a tax manager at Elliott 
Davis LLC in Greenville, S.C. Sheila 
Ewall is retired from the N.Y.C. 
Department of Social Services.

88  Michael Alvarez is the chief 
librarian at the Bronx Library 

Center. In 2007 he and his 72-member 
staff received the New York Public 
Library’s Maher-Stern Award for Service 
Excellence. He has worked in the NYPL 
system since 1984, when he held a part-
time position at Manhattan’s Webster 
branch while a Baruch student. Paul L. 
Friman (MBA) has become a principal 
appellate court attorney of the New York 
State Supreme Court. Stuart Weinberg 
is an instructor and coordinator of field 
activities in the mathematics program at 
Teachers College, Columbia University.

89  In February the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation (RWJF) 

named Hugh Panero (EMBA) a member 
of the RWJF Commission. The two-year 
commission will look beyond the medical 
care system for ways to improve the health 
of all Americans. Panero is co-founder and 
former president/CEO of XM Satellite 
Radio. In January Laurie Windsor 
was elected president of School District 
20’s Community Education Council 
(Brooklyn). A member of the council for 
three years, she was its first VP. 

90  Norine DiGiulio (MBA) joined 
the RSM McGladrey Healthcare 

Consulting Group in October. In March 
David J. Horin was appointed CFO of 
Rodman & Renshaw Capital Group, 
Inc. Previously he was managing direc-
tor of accounting policy and financial 
reporting at Jefferies & Company, Inc. 
In November Rafael L. Marte was 
appointed chief financial officer and prin-
cipal accounting officer of the Registrant. 
A CPA for over 20 years, he is the propri-
etor of his own accounting firm, provid-
ing tax and other accounting services to 
individuals, partnerships, and corpora-

tions. In February Sharon H. Tolpin 
joined Articulate Communications Inc. 
as senior VP; she was previously a VP at 
Critical Mention. 

91  José A. Cobles has joined executive 
search firm Wesley, Brown & Bartle 

as partner. He is currently a VP and finan-
cial center manager at Citibank. Marisa 
Kabasinskas is owner/president of 4 Strong 
Consulting, LLC, which specializes in media 
and advertising. In February Rizos Krikis 
was named CFO of Tiger Growth Corp. 
He was previously CFO of Cosmotelco 
Telecommunications in Greece. 

92  Virgin Metals Inc. has appointed 
Bruce Higson-Smith (MBA) to 

its board of directors. A mining engineer, 
Higson-Smith is currently VP, corporate 

development, at Golden Star Resources, 
Inc. Cecile Mills is a teacher with the 
Uniondale (Long Island) School District.

93  Annette Esliker-Kabia, who 
has four children, received her 

JD from Nova Southeastern University 
in Davie, Fla., in December. Her late 
husband, Abdul Hamid Kabia, was a 
member of the Sierra Leone Parliament 
before immigrating to the U.S.; he later 
held political and humanitarian posts 
at the UN. Daphne M. Leroy is VP of 
marketing and communications at the 
National Association for Multi-ethnicity 
in Communications (NAMIC). William 
E. Sherman (MBA) has joined Ipreo 
as EVP and managing director, global 
data strategy and analytics. Previously 
he worked at i-Deal. Christian Stolcke 
is an executive director of UBS in 
Stamford, Conn. 

94  Xinyue Jasmine Geffner 
was named CFO of China 

Architectural Engineering, Inc., a firm 
specializing in the production of high-
end curtain wall systems. She previ-
ously headed the China Desk in the 
Americas region at HSBC. Tai Kimura 
was appointed partner at KPMG. Gail 
Lewis is marketing manager for Eastern 
Consolidated, a real estate investment 
services firm in New York City.

95  In August 2007, Hillel Caplan 
was admitted as partner at 

Deloitte & Touche LLP; his third child, 
Shawn, was born in November 2006. 
The New Jersey State Senate approved 
Governor Jon Corzine’s nomina-
tion of Taneshia Nash Laird to the 
Urban Enterprise Zone Authority. She 
is the executive director of the Trenton 
Downtown Association. J. Barry Lin 
(PhD) has been named associate professor 
of accounting and finance at Western New 
England College’s School of Business. 
Barry Lowenthal (MBA) is presi-
dent of the media planning and buying 

This year the Baruch 
College Alumni 
Association (BCAA) 

honored Jennifer Salas 
with a Faculty/Staff 
Service Award. Salas has 

been an enrollment coordinator/financial 
aid counselor at the College for the last 25 
years. In accepting the award, she said that 
her goal continues to be “helping Baruch’s 
students, many of whom need guidance, 
advice, support, and encouragement to 
achieve their dream of getting a profes-
sional degree.” Salas is herself a double 
CUNY alumna, holding an associate’s 
degree from LaGuardia Community College 
and a bachelor’s from Hunter College.

Salas is the 32nd recipient of this 
award in the BCAA’s 40-year history. 
Recipients are nominated by current 
students and faculty. John Nichols, the 
director of the BCAA, said that Salas 
was the obvious choice. “There was an 
avalanche’s worth of nominations for 
her.” The award was conferred on Jun. 5 
at the BCAA’s annual meeting.
     —Diane Harrigan

BCAA Honors Jenny Salas
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Many new mothers join a gym 
seeking to shed weight gained 
in pregnancy, but how many can 

say they lost the pounds and gained a 
new career in the process? Evrim Eve Cam 
(’87), or as she is known by her married 
name, Eve St. John, recently launched 
a trio of interactive fitness DVDs after 
perfecting weight training routines and 
aerobic and yoga workouts as a personal 
trainer. She had earlier put her career 
as a human resources professional at 
Panasonic on hold to raise her daughter 
and son. Then she began teaching classes 
part time at her local gym to make extra 
money and regain her pre-pregnancy 
figure. Teaching led to certifi-
cations in different areas of 
fitness, which led to personal 
training for clients, including 
many new mothers. “They feel 
comfortable with me. I was in the 
same boat, so it’s less intimidating 
working out with me than it is with an 
18-year-old,” she explains. 

When her marriage ended a few years 
ago, St. John quickly realized she would have 
to make fitness training a full-time occupa-
tion. Her clients and students encouraged 
her to put her workouts on video and sell 
them via her website, www.evestjohn.com. 
After being featured as ‘Hot Workouts’ in the 
May issue of Yoga Magazine, the DVDs are 
now available at local sporting goods retail-
ers and bookstores. 

St. John credits her ability to handle the mar-
keting, distribution, and promotion for her prod-
ucts to the business education she received at 
Baruch. “Right now I’m doing it all, but I couldn’t 
have succeeded in the business world without 
the tools Baruch gave me.” Her strong work ethic 
was shaped by hardworking parents who emi-
grated from Istanbul when she was 13 years old, 
not knowing a word of English. She would watch 
Sesame Street when she came home from 
school to learn the alphabet and how to count. 
Her hard work and diligence paid off. To fuel her 
dreams, she still turns to her personal motto, 
“Believe to achieve,” which is also a play on her 
name.       —Lara Moon

Eve St. John (’87): Business Alumna Turned Fitness Dynamo 

ClassNotes

“I couldn’t have 
succeeded in the 
business world 
without the tools 
Baruch gave me.”

Eve St. John (’87) turned 
a part-time job into a 
career in fitness. 

agency Media Kitchen, a division of the 
Kirshenbaum Bond Creative Network. 
Pam Maltz was named project manager at 
survey research firm CMI, where she will 
be responsible for clients in the telecom, 
health care, and consumer packaged-goods 
sectors. Richard J. Mandery has joined 
Houlihan Lokey, an international invest-
ment bank, as director in the global energy 
group. He was most recently a director at 
Barclays Capital. 

96  Richard Bond, a child protective 
specialist for the Administration 

for Children’s Services in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., published his paper “The Lingering 
Debate Over the Parental Alienation 
Syndrome Phenomenon” in the Journal  
of Child Custody.

97  Waris Ahluwalia is a jewelry 
designer whose pieces are sold at 

exclusive department stores and boutiques 
in New York, Los Angeles, Paris, Tokyo, 
London, and Hong Kong. He is also an 
actor who has been featured in the films 
The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou, The 
Darjeeling Limited, and Inside Man. He 
will be featured in the upcoming film 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Undead. 
Richard A. Begun has joined Olstein 
Capital Management as senior VP and co-
portfolio manager, Olstein All Cap Value 
Fund. He was previously with Clay Finlay 
Inc. Antoinette (Toni) Daniels (EMBA), 
director of learning and leadership for the 
Episcopal Church Foundation, has been 
named center director for partnerships 
at the Episcopal Church Center. Tien-
Hsiung Hsu, a business analyst at Cantor 
Fitzgerald, received a CFA charter in 2006. 
George S. Saffayeh has been promoted 
to partner from senior manager at Ernst & 
Young. In January Edward Santana was 
named associate principal of Christ the 
King Preparatory School in Newark, N.J. 
Erik H. Schmall (MBA) was promoted 
to senior managing director from corporate 
managing director at Studley, a commercial 
real estate services firm. 

98  Massamba Gueye is an audit 
manager at Perelson Weiner LLP 

in New York.

99  Laura M. Bonifacic works 
in direct marketing for the 

UNICEF Office for Croatia, based in 
Zagreb. Hank Cohn (MBA) has been 
appointed chairman of the board of 
BBN Global Consulting, as well as the 
company’s president, CEO, CFO, and 

secretary. He was previously president 
and CEO of PracticeOne, Inc. Dan 
Davidowitz (MBA) has been promoted 
to portfolio manager of Polen Capital 
Management in addition to his position 
as research analyst. 

00  Bonnie Feinberg (MSEd) is 
the associate director of devel-

opment for stem cell research at the 
University of California, San Francisco 
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mostly recently as VP for finance and 
administration. Sophia Robles (MSEd) 
has been hired as career services coor-
dinator in the Department of Student 
and Enrollment Services at Penn State 
Worthington Scranton. 

03  Bryan Evans (MBA) has been 
promoted to account supervi-

sor, public relations division, at Diccicco 
Battista Communications. Previously he 
was account manager. Galia Galanski 
(MBA) is assistant commissioner of 
employee services with the New York City 
Department of Finance. Joanna Henry 
is a regulatory analyst with Citigroup 
Inc. Sei Il Im is an investment consultant 
at TD Ameritrade. Hazel Murphy is 
advertising operations director of Datran 
Media in New York City. Letitia (Jipa) 
Pulaski is associate product development 
manager at AOL. Gaurav Verma (MBA) 

is director of the U.S.-India Business 
Council, located in New York City. The 
council represents 260 companies, most of 
which are U.S. multinationals conducting 
business in India.

04  Chantè Ramsey is fiscal 
manager for the Center for 

Court Innovations/Fund for the City 
of New York. In 2007 she co-founded 
Synchronized Rhythm, an online resource 
for the performing and cultural arts  
(www.myspace.com/synchronizedrhythm).

05  In March Robert Losada and 
Anne Marie Canini were married 

in St. Rita’s R.C. Church on Staten Island. 
He is an assistant manager of mutual 
fund accounting with Bank of New York 
Mellon in Brooklyn. She is a master case 
manager with the American Arbitration 
Association in Manhattan.

(UCSF). She is a fundraiser for the 
Institute for Regeneration Medicine, the 
school’s stem cell program. After work-
ing nearly two decades in health-care 
human resources, Hugo Pizarro (MS) 
has joined VNR Home Care Services as 
VP of human resources. Previously he 
was VP of human resources at Village 
Care of New York. Real estate firm the 
Kaufman Organization has appointed 
Elliot Warren director in its commer-
cial sales and leasing team. He was pre-
viously with the Elite Property Group, a 
commercial brokerage firm he founded 
in 2004.

01  Regina M. Estela is COO of 
the Independence Care System, 

a nonprofit organization in New York 
City committed to helping people with 
disabilities live independently. Yuan Gao 
(MBA, PhD ’02) is an assistant professor 
of information systems at Ramapo College 
of New Jersey. His work has appeared 
in academic journals, including the 
Electronic Library and Journal of Electronic 
Commerce in Organizations. The Alliance 
for Downtown New York has promoted 
Valerie G. Lewis (MPA) from VP to 
senior VP of marketing and communi-
cations. Lesley Pratt (MS) has a new 
position as EVP/COO with the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Greater 
Delaware Valley Chapter, in Philadelphia. 
Anwar Sharhan is co-owner—along 
with Harvey Li (’04)—of the NYC 
Internationalz, a team that recently joined 
the American Basketball Association. The 
team features players from throughout the 
world. Sharhan was formerly an account-
ing manager for a Fortune 500 company.

02  Maria Masciotti (MPA) is SVP 
for development at the Wildlife 

Conservation Society in the Bronx, N.Y. 
The Population Council has appointed 
Scott Newman (MBA) to serve as the 
international nonprofit research organiza-
tion’s CFO. Previously he worked for the 
Foundation for AIDS Research (amFAR), 

ClassNotes

The Baruch Executives on Campus (EOC) 
program connects successful leaders 
in business, 

government, and 
nonprofits with ambi-
tious Baruch students 
to create inspiring, mutually rewarding, and 
life-changing relationships.

EOC gives established executives the 
opportunity to share their professional expertise 
and practical wisdom with young people who 
can really benefit from it. Through EOC, stu-
dents learn from successful businesspeople to 
whom they otherwise would not have access.

EOC activities range from one-on-one 
mentoring and small industry–specific briefings 
to classroom lectures and judging annual busi-
ness competitions.

We invite you to join EOC and contribute 
your unique experience and insights to the 

Then: Senior at Baruch College  
Now: Chairman & CEO, Interpublic Group 

success of the next generation, as they make 
their way from then to now.

Visit EOC’s website at www.baruch 
.cuny.edu/eoc.

“The future of our business 
is young people who are  
creative and motivated.” 
–Michael Roth (’67), from Roth’s EOC  
Burton Kossoff Business Leadership Lecture  
at Baruch College on Mar. 19, 2008.

Become a Role Model

If you would like to take part in this important and satisfying program, please contact Yvell Walker-Stanford  
at 646-660-6120 or at yvell_walker-stanford@baruch.cuny.edu.
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06  In November Tom Congdon 
(MPA) was appointed assistant 

secretary for energy in the New York State 
Office of the Governor. Previously he was 
special assistant for energy. From 2000 
to 2007, he served as a policy analyst in 
the attorney general’s Environmental 
Protection Bureau. After spending most 
of 2007 playing professional basketball in 
Greece, Louie Karis is currently working 
in his father’s accounting firm (Chris G. 
Karis, CPA). John Kicklighter is a cur-
rency analyst for Forex Capital Markets 
LLC in New York. Stacey Y. Mason, 
who recently published her memoir, Pieces 
of Me, is working on the first book of 
her children’s mystery series, The Mis-
Adventures of Zaire, in addition to her 
first novel, Saucy. She has two sons, Zaire 
and Frank Jr. Megan Moore (MPA) is 
the new director of community service 
and outreach for the Congressional Black 
Associates, a Congressional staff associa-
tion. Holly Anne Reichert (MSEd) was 
named principal of the Khalil Gibran 
International Academy in Brooklyn, 

replacing Debbie Almontaser (MPA 
’01). Reichert has worked in the New 
York City public school system for nine 
years. She has been a teaching fellow at 
the American University in Cairo and 
was head of the English department at an 
English-Arabic school in Bahrain. The 
November 12 issue of BusinessWeek fea-
tured a piece by Rachelle Rubin, detail-
ing a typical day working on a social 
networking campaign for TV Guide 
Online. Rubin specializes in Internet 
marketing. Christina M. Salerno has 
worked in the audit function at Deloitte 
& Touche for over a year. In September 
she was included in a BusinessWeek cover 
photo of recently hired Deloitte employ-
ees. Michael Setyon is the owner of 
Setyon Solutions in New Jersey.

07  In December Pooja Drakes 
became development assistant for 

major gifts in Baruch’s Office of College 
Advancement. Previously she worked in 
the office as telephone fundraiser and 
administrative assistant. In February the 

Asian American Action Fund appointed 
Caroline Fan (MPA) co–editor in chief 
of its blog. She conducts online outreach 
for Massey Media and has worked for 
several labor unions. In January Cynthia 
Gonzalez joined Baruch’s Office of 
College Advancement as development 
assistant. The Kingsbridge–Riverdale–
Van Cortlandt Development Corporation 
has named Pamela Otto as its new 
executive director. Previously she was 
executive assistant to the city manager 
of Norfolk, Va. Jason Prager was a 
cast member on season five of the CW 
network reality show Beauty and the 
Geek. He works in Internet marketing. 
Matthew Reich is a member of Lights 
Resolve, the winner of the Samsung 
Unsigned Battle of the Bands competi-
tion. The band recently toured the U.S. 
with the Used. Keyri Rodriguez is an 
accountant analyst with AIG in New 
York City. The September 24 issue of 
BusinessWeek featured a Q&A with 
Edouard S. Roland, who is a consultant 
with Deloitte & Touche.

Miriam (Wickner) Roper ’35
Solomon Weiss ’36
Irving I. Strogatz ’37
Milton M. Mishkit ’39
Salvatore C. Caldarella ’40
Bernard Kaufman ’40
Leona B. Mancher ’40
Irving A. Olshever ’40
Seymour Leffert ’41
Philip H. Young ’41
Irwin M. Levin ’42
Rudolph Wachsman ’42
Walter A. Witrock ’42
Irving Kanis ’45
June E. Hyman ’46
Alvin C. Sapadin ’46
Herbert N. Beck ’47
Julius Chodorow ’47

Morton Pitt ’47
Bernard P. Ferber ’48
Irving N. Ferster ’48
Alfred Miller ’48
Alvin M. Simon ’48
Andrew J. Weisz ’48
Arnold I. Bakal ’49
Leonard E. Broman ’49
Arthur Harris ’49
Ernest A. Noymer ’49
Howard B. Pearlman ’49
Jerome M. Pollan ’49
Samuel Ranish ’49
Nathan Schmutter ’49
William Schwadron ’49
Martin L. Fink ’50
Marvin D. Gromis ’50
Harold H. Kahn ’50
Emil J. Kotlik ’50
Jerome Liblit ’51

Theodore Schnoll ’51
Martin Glass ’52
Muriel S. Landman ’52
William N. Perry ’52
Leonard Seltzer ’52
Sidney Feld ’53
Henry Seiden MBA ’54
Warren Charkatz ’57
Carl Kaufman ’57
Theodore M. Leder MBA ’57
Hans H. Sandholm ’57
Herman Brosnick ’58
Irene M. McKinney ’58
Joel I. Liebowitz ’62
Martin Cohen MBA ’64
Clifford T. Mahler ’64
Raymond M. Marsh MPA ’66
Gabriel Varsano ’67
Alan G. Goldin ’69
Regina K. Bush ’70

Barry Conroy ’72
Sidney Feld MBA ’73
George McCoy MBA ’73
Samuel H. Trowe ’75
Donald J. Waszak MBA ’75
Mary A. Wiesner ’75
Sanford M. Riesenfeld ’76
Paulette Taylor ’76
Winston N. Andrews ’77
Mary L. Barcelo ’77
Larry W. Williams ’79
Sylvia L. Siegel ’80
Henry E. Devine MPA ’83
Sadie F. Klein ’83
Cynthia Felski EMBA ’85
Andrew W. Walser MBA ’88
Margaret M. Williams MBA ’88
Frank A. Bartoletti MS ’92
Irina Noire ’93
Arlene D.E. Lorde ’04

In  Memoriam
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Rita Garza (MPA ’96), director of 
public relations for the United States 
Tennis Association (USTA), credits 

tennis with opening a lot of doors. “I picked 
up a tennis racquet at 10 years old, and it 
literally changed my life,” she says. Tennis 
certainly wasn’t a mainstream sport in this 
Texan’s small town. She discovered tennis 
serendipitously and took to it. When the 
time came to go to college, 
she leveraged her tennis 
abilities to get a much-
needed full scholarship to 
the University of Texas at 
Austin (UT). Trouble came, 
though, when she injured 
her foot at the close of her 
sophomore year and had to 
forfeit her scholarship. She 
didn’t forfeit her desire for a 
college education, however. 
Instead, she worked to 
finance and finish her degree at UT.

After a short stint in retail upon gradua-
tion, Garza embarked on what has been an 
over-20-year career in marketing commu-
nications and public affairs in such diverse 
settings as grassroots organizations and high-
level political and corporate environments. 

At the midway point of this career, she 
knew she wanted to return to school but also 
knew she needed to limit its duration and 
cost. Then she met a Baruch graduate of the 
College’s National Urban Fellows (NUF) MPA 
Program. The program, run through a partner-
ship between NUF and the School of Public 
Affairs, trains mid-career men and women 
for leadership and management positions in 
the public, private, and nonprofit sectors. The 
degree and program seemed like a perfect fit 
with Garza’s long-range goals. “The program 
offered curriculum depth in all my interest 
areas, particularly public affairs, nonprofit 
management, and leadership. I graduated 
with a much clearer understanding of the 
complex interconnection of the private, public, 

and nonprofit sectors,” she explains. 
It didn’t hurt that the program was in 
New York City, a place she had always 
dreamed of living. 

Following graduation Garza 
returned to her marketing career 
rejuvenated. When she turned 40, 
she decided to launch a campaign to 
obtain her dream job, working in some 

capacity for the USTA. Less than 
two years later, she was named 
director of public relations for the 
professional tennis division. She 
describes her job as “leveraging all 
of the assets of the USTA. We aim 
for high visibility with high cred-
ibility. We want to grow the game 
of tennis and maintain the public’s 
interest in the sport.” Her particular 
role also focuses on championing 
America’s professional players, 

especially those in the Top 10.
Don’t think that Garza isn’t a huge fan as 

well as an executive. It doesn’t take much 
prodding to get her to relate meetings with 
the sport’s greatest figures. “I was on the 
phone and suddenly our CEO was standing 
in my doorway. Billie Jean King was standing 
right behind him. I hear myself saying into the 

receiver, ‘I have to go. Billie Jean King is in my 
office doorway,’” Garza relates with a combi-
nation of disbelief and glee.

Another tennis tale is from her time at 
Baruch and illustrates what for her is a life tru-
ism: “Tennis unites people. If people play, when 
they find out that you play, all other barriers just 
disappear.” New York City Mayor David Dinkins 
was speaking to her NUF class. The famous 
tennis-loving mayor found out that Garza played 
too and asked her to play mixed doubles. So, a 
decade ago, Garza found herself playing across 
the net from the former mayor. Today, she works 
with Dinkins in her role at the USTA. 

“I feel like Forrest Gump sometimes,” she 
laughs, referencing that film character’s habit 
of being present at many historic moments 
and becoming part of history. “You never know 
where life may take you,” she says with a smile.      
    —Diane Harrigan

ClassNotes

National Urban Fellows at Baruch  The National Urban Fellows (NUF) MPA 
Program, run for the past 25 years through a partnership between NUF and the School of Public Affairs, 
identifies and trains mid-career men and women of all ethnic and racial backgrounds for leadership 
and management positions in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors. The full-time, 14-month 
program consists of two semesters of academic course work and a nine-month mentorship. Since its 
inception at Baruch, the program has graduated 900 students (about 750 underrepresented minority 
members) who have gone on to become city managers, organizational leaders, and elected officials. 

NUF MPA graduate Garza (’96) calls attending the program a “very 
critical transforming period” in her life: “I have never been interested in the 
‘academic only’ experience. In the NUF MPA Program, I learned just as much 
from my classmates, the mentorship experience, and living in New York City 
as I did from the classroom. All these components together made it one of 
the most amazing experiences of my life—and one of the most exhilarating.”

Serving the Tennis Public:  
USTA PR Director Rita Garza (MPA ’96)
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Right: 25th Reunion,  
Class of ’82: Maria Escobar, 
Paul Owings, Louise 
Hampton-Martinez MSEd ’95, 
Loyston Smith ’81

A Look at  
2007 Alumni Events

ABOVE: 50th Reunion, Class of ’57: Alpha Phi 
Omega members from the Class of ’57 and their 
spouses celebrated at Reunion 2007.

RIGHT: Commencement 2007,  
Class of ’57: At Commencement 
2007, dressed for their Golden 
Anniversary Commencement March.

ClassNotes

We Invite You to Experience Reunion
re•un•ion
1.  The act of uniting again, or state of being united again.

2.  A gathering of persons who have been separated, as of a family or the members  
of a graduating class.

3.  A special fall gathering at Baruch College full of interesting happenings, colorful 
stories, old friends, good times, new discoveries, walks down memory lane, and 
inspiring encounters with the next generation of students following in your footsteps!

5

Reunion 2008

Saturday, October 25 
Where: Baruch College,  
55 Lexington Avenue, New York City
Who: Classes of 1938, 1948, 
1958, 1968, and 1983
How: To register call 
646-660-6097 or e-mail  
alumni@baruch.cuny.edu
For more information, please visit 
www.baruch.cuny.edu/reunion

Above: 70th Reunion,  
Class of ’37: Jacob Grabel, 
Jordan Hale MS ’41,  
Abe Briloff MSEd ’41
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Pre-Med Student Charles Hall 
(’08) Sets the Bar High

Charles Hall originally came to Baruch College to study business. 
He was deflected from that path by a chance encounter with 
biochemistry and the faculty of Baruch’s Department of 

Natural Sciences. A graduate of the Bethel Christian Academy in 
Queens Village, Charles quickly morphed into an ad hoc pre-
med major and set his sights firmly on becoming a doctor.

To prepare for medical school, Charles spent last sum-
mer as an intern in Wake Forest University’s Excellence 
in Cardiovascular Research Program investigating ways 
to inhibit atherosclerosis, the widespread condition 
that is too often a precursor to heart attacks. It is a 
subject that resonates with him because “high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol run in my family.” A 
highly disciplined young man, Charles himself was 
seriously overweight as a teenager but lost nearly 
100 pounds with a stringent self-imposed program 
of diet and exercise.

For the coming summer, Charles has another 
internship lined up, this one at Johns Hopkins 
University, where he will be at the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health. After that he plans to 
apply to medical schools. He is aiming for Yale 
or the University of Pennsylvania. “I might as well 
set the bar as high as possible,” he says. Charles’s 
long-range goal is to work with medically under-
served populations, whether in Harlem, 
Latin America, or South Africa.
    —Zane Berzins

B a c k st  o r y
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