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MessageFromThePresident

B
aruch College remains true to its 
historic mission. The New York Times
(Sept. 15, 2006) ran a lengthy article
about college graduation rates based

upon a recent report completed by Education
Trust, an independent nonprofit organization
committed to making schools and colleges work
for all the students they serve. The report, 
entitled “Promise Abandoned: How Policy
Choices and Institutional Practices Restrict
College Opportunities,” sharply criticizes trends
in federal, state, and college practices that dis-
courage low-income and minority students from
enrolling and graduating from college and faults
colleges for low graduation rates. Despite the
perception of progress, the report says, gaps in
college-going and college completion for poor
and minority students are actually wider than
they were 30 years ago. 

Baruch College features prominently in the
report as an institution that is bucking the low
graduation trend. The report identifies only 20
colleges in the country that have student popula-
tions where more than 50 percent are eligible 
for Pell Grants (an indication of lower family
income) and where six-year graduation rates
exceed 50 percent. Only one of them is
large–Baruch College. We were singled out as a
“best practices” college, and the Education Trust
published a full-page sidebar about Baruch with
the heading “Baruch College: Guided by
Historic Mission.” The College is lauded for
practices that include adding special tutoring for
traditional “killer courses,” videotaping lectures
and making them available online for students to
review, intervening early to help struggling new
students, establishing Learning Communities,
and offering extensive weekend, summer, and
winter intersession courses.  

I am extremely pleased and proud of our
students, faculty, and staff and their efforts to
make Baruch a model for other large private

and public urban colleges and universities in
terms of improving graduation rates. Our 
community continues to be committed to very
high academic achievement and, just as impor-
tantly, supporting that achievement through
innovative programs and curricula. Without 
the appropriate support
from the College, even
the best intentions of
our students might 
leave them short of a
demanding higher edu-
cation environment.
Baruch understands
this, which is why we
have gone the extra
mile to ensure that our students have as much
opportunity as possible to meet and exceed the
standards that will allow them to thrive in their
respective careers. 

OUTREACH TO ALUMNI AND CORPORATIONS 

In a continuation of our outreach to alumni
and corporations, in mid-October Morgan
Stanley graciously hosted an alumni reception
for their 250 employees who are Baruch alumni.
Kathleen McNally-Reynolds (’92), a vice presi-
dent in Morgan Stanley’s Capital Planning
Group, was instrumental in arranging this. John
Elliott, dean of the Zicklin School of Business,
and I led the program and provided an overview
of the state of the College. We expect two more
corporate alumni events to be scheduled this
year, adding to those already held at CIT,
Goldman Sachs, TIAA-CREF, Bear Stearns, 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers. For each of these
events, we ask the company’s most senior
Baruch alumnus/alumna to host an in-company
event for Baruch alumni to meet with top-level
Baruch administrators. This is proving to be a
very successful way to reconnect people to the
College and to one another.  

BARUCH AMONG THE BEST IN NATIONAL RANKINGS

U.S. News & World Report released its new
undergraduate rankings, and the news was
good. Baruch’s undergraduate programs moved
up 10 places to finish 40th among masters 
universities in the Northeast; among public

institutions, our undergraduate programs
are tied for sixth place. In addition, the
Zicklin School of Business’s undergrad-
uate business program ranked 51st
nationally among AACSB-accredited
programs. We tied for second place
this year in the U.S. News listing of the
most diverse student bodies in the
nation. Princeton Review also included
Baruch College on its roster of

“America’s Best Colleges,” “Best Northeastern
Colleges,” and “America’s Best Value Colleges”
this year. Baruch’s Zicklin School of Business
ranked as offering one of the top 50 regional
full-time MBA programs in the country in the
2006 edition of the Wall Street Journal/Harris
Interactive Business School survey, which is
based on a school’s desirability as a place to
recruit MBAs.

There is another terrific piece of news
from Entrepreneur Magazine: Baruch College’s
undergraduate entrepreneurship program
ranked 18th in the nation out of 700 pro-
grams evaluated by Princeton Review. We are
delighted with this news and thank the early
supporters of entrepreneurship at the College,
including Arthur Ainsberg (’68, MBA ’72),
Norm Brust (’55), Larry Field (’52, DCSc
[Hon.] ’04), Dick Merians (’55), and Larry
Zicklin (’57, LHD [Hon.] ’99).

Thank you, as always, for your interest in
and involvement with Baruch.
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“I am extremely pleased and proud of our students, faculty, and staff 
and their efforts to make Baruch a model for other large private and public

urban colleges and universities in terms of improving graduation rates.”
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LettersToTheEditor

LOVE LETTERS
What an astonishing and delightful surprise to
find our picture on the cover of Baruch College
Alumni Magazine [“A Fine Romance: Couples
Who Found Love at Baruch,” Summer 2006]!
Thank you for the cover and our story and 
our 15 minutes 
of fame.

ZINA HIRSH (’47)

Just received the
most welcome
Baruch mailing to
alumni and want to
express my appreci-
ation. It is particu-
larly timely, because
I have just lost my
very best souvenir
of those glorious
years at 23rd Street,
my husband, Leo
Ladman (’40). Leo passed away on May 25,
after a full life as a CPA and a bowling-alley
proprietor (300 Bowl of Massapequa Park,
Long Island), as well as a leader in the bowling
industry.

We have had a good life in our marriage since
January 1943 and are very much indebted to
Baruch, our alma mater. 

Thanks for bringing back such fond memories. 

MAY LADMAN (’42)

We received the alumni magazine with my arti-
cle and photos and are thrilled, to say the least.
It was great to read all the other stories as well.
It is a wonderful idea. I want to thank you for
giving me the opportunity to participate and
tell our “love” story.

SUE (’73) AND BURT (’70) SEIFMAN

We are still accepting stories from couples who met
at Baruch for possible future inclusion on our Web
site (please include full names and dates of gradu-
ation). Go to the Feature Stories section at
www.baruch.cuny.edu/magazine/sum06 to read
more love connection stories plus the original
1996 Baruch Valentines feature, which included
Claire (’40) and Eli Mason (’40, LHD [Hon.]
’78) in addition to four other couples.

MUSICAL MEMORIES
I enjoyed reading the latest issue of the alumni
magazine and its mentions of Bernie West (’39)
and Ross Martin (’39). They were classmates
and friends of my older brother, Maynard (’39),
and also friends of mine.

Your invitation to share
happy college memories encour-
aged me to write and share 
photos from my Class of ’47
show (see Merel’s photos in
Class Notes, page 25).

Those postwar college years
were very happy times, and my
involvement in the musical life 
of the College encouraged me to
continue studying and growing
as a singer and performer. Those
positive experiences in Theatron
eventually led me to the can-
torate and later graduation from
the Hebrew Union College

School of Sacred Music in 1952. I served 
congregations in Canada and throughout the
United States; I am now cantor emeritus of
Congregation Beth Israel in San Diego and 
still singing merrily along (I recently released 
a CD, Standing Ovation).

Best wishes, best regards, and thanks for 
the memories,

SHELDON MEREL (’47)

FINANCIAL ADVICE
Reading your profile of
Professor Irving Chaykin
[“Everybody Loves
Irving,” BCAM Summer
2006] brought back fond
memories. Ever since tak-
ing Professor Chaykin’s

Accounting 101 lecture course, I’ve been able to
maintain financial solvency. I simply “debit the
window and credit the door.” Works every time!

LINDA KESSEL (’68)

PURLOINING A COPY
The alumni magazine is really terrific. It is so
well done—it makes me wish I were a Baruch
alum! I’m not on the magazine mailing list,
though (probably because I’m an adjunct). Is
there any way you can put my name on the list?
My colleagues are getting annoyed that I keep
stealing their copies.

NANCY LEIGHTON
Alumni Career Services Coordinator
Career Development Center, Baruch College

To get on the alumni magazine mailing list,
please e-mail naimah_smith@baruch.cuny.edu or
phone 646-660-6060.

BARUCH COLLEGE ALUMNI MAGAZINE welcomes your comments and opinions. Please mail letters to Baruch College
Alumni Magazine, Office of Communications and Marketing, One Bernard Baruch Way, Box A-1503, New York, NY
10010-5585, or send e-mail to communications@baruch.cuny.edu. Please include your mailing address, phone num-
ber, and degree and year. Letters become the property of Baruch College and may be edited for length and clarity.
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N ext year Baruch’s venerable 
student newspaper The Ticker
will celebrate its 75th anniver-

sary. To mark the occasion, BCAM
will devote a feature to the redoubtable
weekly, including photos and anecdotes.
If you’d like to share any fond memories
or evocative pictures relating to The
Ticker, please send them by e-mail to
communications@baruch.cuny.edu 
or to Editor, Baruch College Alumni
Magazine, Office of Communications
and Marketing,  One Bernard Baruch
Way, Box A-1503, New York, NY
10010-5585.

The Ticker’s 75th
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BaruchInBrief

Born and reared in a mountain hamlet in
Nepal, Lapka Sherpa (’06) was one of
3,871 students who received a degree at
Baruch’s 41st Commencement Exercises
held in Madison Square Garden on May 31,
2006. Lapka’s family of mountain guides 
and innkeepers was able to join him for 
the triumphal moment in part due to the 

intervention of Baruch President Kathleen
Waldron, who personally petitioned the
U.S. Embassy in Katmandu. The Sherpas
were granted visitor visas and, as a token
of their appreciation, presented President
Waldron and other members of the
Baruch community with ceremonial gold
silk scarves (seen left).

A n enthusiastic crowd welcomed
President Leonel Fernández of the
Dominican Republic to Baruch on

Sept. 19, 2006, cheering as he toured 
the Information and Technology Building
alongside Baruch’s President Kathleen
Waldron. 

Fernández, a world-renowned reformer
who is transforming the Dominican
Republic into one of Latin America’s 
most technologically advanced societies,
addressed an audience in the Newman
Conference Center about Dominican-
American expatriates and their economic
and cultural ties to the United States 
and their country of origin.

The day after his visit to Baruch, President
Fernández addressed the 61st General
Assembly of the United Nations and urged
member countries to reduce barriers to
immigration. “In the present modern
world of globalization, there is an implicit

contradiction in the fact that the free 
circulation of merchandise, capital, and 
services is promoted, while rigorous restric-
tions to the free circulation of manual
labor are established,” said Fernández. 

—OLAYINKA FADAHUNSI

Baruch Welcomes President of Dominican Republic 
LEFT: Representatives of Baruch’s Undergraduate
Student Government, including Bernard Banks
(president), Anthony Hernandez and Denise
Nolasco (vice presidents), and Soleil Feliz 
(senator), were on hand to present a commemo-
rative vase to President Fernández and his 
wife, Margarita Cedeño. From left: Hernandez,
Cedeño, Nolasco, Fernández, Banks, Feliz,
Waldron.

BELOW LEFT: Baruch President Waldron and
President Fernández and his entourage toured
Baruch’s award-winning Information and
Technology Building.

BELOW: President Leonel Fernández addressed 
an audience at Baruch College.

V I S A S  F O R  V I S I T O R S
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BaruchInBrief

Acomplete archive of Dollars &
$ense, Baruch’s award-winning
business review, is now avail-

able free of charge for the first time 
in the magazine’s 28-year history.
Readers can search through the com-
plete archive by year, author, or topic,
with the articles divided into more 
than 20 categories.

Founded in 1979 by Professor of
English Roslyn Bernstein, Dollars &
$ense has served as a training ground
for legions of student reporters in the
College’s journalism program, and the
magazine has published a range of
groundbreaking articles on New York 
City commerce.

The archive can be accessed 
online at www.baruch.cuny.edu/wsas/
student_media/dollars_sense/online/
index.html.

In a future issue, BCAM plans to
write a more detailed story on this dis-
tinguished magazine. If you worked on
it as a student and would like to share
a story or anecdote about your experi-
ence—including how your work on D&$
has helped you in your career—please
send your anecdote by e-mail to 
communications@baruch.cuny.edu or to
Editor, Baruch College Alumni Magazine,
Office of Communications and Marketing,
Baruch College, One Bernard Baruch Way,
Box A-1503,
New York, NY 
10010-5585.

—OLAYINKA

FADAHUNSI

Dollars & $ense
ARCHIVE AVAILABLE ONLINE

Harman Writers for 2006–2007
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T his year’s Sidney Harman Writer-in-
Residence Program welcomes Susan
Choi (Fall 2006) and Mark Kurlansky

(Spring 2007) to the campus, where they will
teach classes/workshops and give readings.
Choi is the author of two novels: The Foreign
Student, which won the Asian-American
Literary Award and the Steven Turner Award
for first fiction,
and American
Woman, a New
York Times
Notable Book
and a finalist
for the New
York Public
Library’s Young
Lions Fiction
Award and for
the 2004 Pulitzer Prize. A 
reading and conversation with
Choi, Tampering with Truth:
What Fiction Can Do with
Historical Facts, took place at
Baruch on Oct. 24, co-
sponsored by the Great Works
Program and Poets & Writers. 

Kurlansky has written
Boogaloo on 2nd Avenue: A
Novel of Pastry, Guilt and
Music; nine nonfiction
books, including 1968: The Year That Rocked
the World and The Big Oyster: History on the
Half Shell; a collection of short stories, The

White Man in the Tree and Other Stories; and
three children’s books. His awards include
the James Beard Award for Excellence in
Food Writing and the Glenfiddich Food and
Drink Award. His most recent work, out
this fall, is Nonviolence: 25 Lessons from the
History of a Dangerous Idea, with a forward
by the Dalai Lama. There will be a reading
and conversation with Kurlansky on Mar.
20, 2007, at 5:45 pm in the Engelman
Recital Hall, Baruch Performing Arts

Center, co-sponsored by the journalism 
program and Poets & Writers.

The Harman Writer-in-Residence
Visiting Professorship, funded by
alumnus Sidney Harman (’39), brings
distinguished writers to Baruch every
year, creating a lively literary salon for
students and faculty. Additional infor-
mation on Harman Writer-in-
Residence events is available at
www.baruch.cuny/edu/wsas/harman;
you may also e-mail Professor of

English Roslyn Bernstein, director of the
Harman program, at roz_bernstein@
baruch.cuny.edu.   —MARINA ZOGBI
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BaruchInBrief

B aruch College has inaugurated an
Athletics Hall of Fame honoring
the extraordinary student-athletes

and administrators who have brought pres-
tige and outstanding sports achievement 
to the College since 1968. Nine men and
women were inducted into the Baruch
Athletics Hall of Fame at a special ceremo-
ny held at the College’s Newman Vertical
Campus last June.

The inductees, in order of their appear-
ance in the photo above, are as follows: Burt
Beagle (’56), basketball and baseball, has
served the College for many years as sports
information director, baseball coach, basket-
ball statistician, and repository of athletics his-
tory and folklore. Yvette Forges-Caraballo
(’93), cheerleading and dance team, led the
Baruch cheerleading squad to 15 champi-
onships and served as the team’s choreogra-
pher from 1988 to 2002. Harvey Jackson,
administrator, has been a source of sage
advice and guidance over 30 years to scores
of athletes as an academic counselor and in
1976–78 served as men’s basketball coach.
Sean McGee (’96), men’s basketball, a
three-time CUNYAC basketball all-star,
was, as a junior, ranked second in the
nation in rebounding (13.8) and was
named the CUNYAC MVP during his

Baruch College Inaugurates An Athletics Hall of Fame
senior season. Rodger Miller (’85), men’s
basketball, became the school’s leading
scorer with 1,540 career points and owns
the all-time record for points in a game
(42). Al Peredo, fencing coach and admin-
istrator, started the men’s and women’s
fencing program at Baruch, coached an
Olympic foil fencer to the 1984 Olympic
Games in Los Angeles and to a runner-up
spot in the NCAA National Championship,
and was chair of the Athletics Department
for more than 10 years. Narces Phanor
(’95), men’s soccer, volleyball, and basket-
ball, was one of Baruch’s greatest all-around
athletes, the first male athlete to be named
a CUNYAC all-star in two sports (soccer
and volleyball); in his senior year, he was
also a starter on the men’s basketball team.
Hilary Williams (’91), women’s basketball,
Dean’s List student and two-time CUNYAC
MVP, is the team’s all-time leader in scoring
(1,830), rebounding (1,341), and steals
(477) and the first player in school history
to record a triple-double. Sybil Smith (’95),
women’s basketball and volleyball, is a
three-time basketball and one-time volley-
ball CUNYAC MVP who won the 1995
NCAA Division III rebounding title (23.8)
and finished second in scoring (21.1). 

—ZANE BERZINS

Something fine has quietly
slipped into residence at the
Bernie West Theater at 17

Lexington Avenue. The Actors Studio,
driven from its historic home on
West 44th Street by an urgent need
for structural renovation, has found a
temporary home at Baruch.

The Actors Studio is renowned
worldwide. Many of the most recog-
nizable names in the theater and
film industry are among its mem-
bers: Sally Field, Paul Newman,
Al Pacino, and Estelle Parsons are
just a few; Marlon Brando, Kim
Hunter, Elia Kazan, Marilyn Monroe,
Geraldine Page, Rod Steiger, and
Shelley Winters were among the
studio’s original members. Add an
active membership in the many
hundreds of the finest stage and
screen artists on both coasts and
you have the Actors Studio, quite
probably the most serious profes-
sional theater community 
in the nation.

Through a network that included
playwright and screenwriter Arthur
Kopit, actor and educator Tom
Waites, Kathleen
Eads Orbach 
(former director
of the Baruch
Performing Arts
Center), and
Deborah Dixon
(executive director of the Actors
Studio), the studio found the Bernie
West Theater in their time of need.
And, as a working space for the
studio’s weekly workshops for
actors, playwrights, and directors,
the Bernie West is proving to be
ideal. —JOE CHARTIER

Shelter from the Storm: 
The Actors Studio
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BaruchInBrief

M ARCEL LEGRAND (MBA ’97),
senior vice president of strategic
development at Monster.com,

delivered a cautiously optimistic forecast
on the global employ-
ment market in his
speech last September
at the Mitsui Lunch-
Time Forum, spon-
sored by Baruch’s
Weissman Center 
for International
Business. Entitled
“Dude, Where’s My
Job?,” the forum gave
members of the
Baruch
community
an oppor-
tunity to
ask ques-
tions about
the online
recruitment
market and
learn about
the latest
career trends. 

“Absolutely, across the world, the job
seeker is in the driver’s seat,” said Legrand.
“From a 20-year demographic perspective,
we have an acute skills shortage.” Highly
publicized labor shortages in fields like
health care and education do persist. 

Along with his optimism about fields
in demand, Legrand also highlighted the
growing disconnection between labor needs
and higher education in the United States,
where he says that less than 15 percent of
the college-educated population works in
their field of study. 

He suggested that traditionally stable
and well-paying occupations with little or
no need for customer interactions, includ-
ing certain types of legal work and

accounting, might face the same type of
off-shore outsourcing competition that has
become synonymous with the computer
programming industry. “The options of the

past aren’t necessarily the ones we will
have in the labor market in the future,” 
he cautioned. “Lifetime jobs
are going away.”

He advised students unde-
cided about their career fields
to investigate their long-term
prospects, saying that the spike
in demand for accountants
and finance-related graduates,
for instance, has begun to level
off.  “About 62,000 kids went
to occupational camps last
summer,” said Legrand. “We
don’t teach enough students
about what they can be.”
(Occupational camps are spe-
cial training camps sponsored
by companies hoping to boost
children’s interest in uncom-
mon careers.)

He also warned students
about the possible risks of pop-
ular social-networking sites like
MySpace and Facebook, which
have been monitored by hiring
managers in order to learn
about potential candidates.
“Thirty-five percent of execu-

tive recruiters eliminate candidates based on
inappropriate online profiles,” said Legrand. 

The flip side is that Internet-savvy 
candidates can use their online profiles to
differentiate themselves from competitors
in a job search. Personality aptitude tests
and other forms of self-profiling are more
prevalent in Europe and Asia, but Legrand
would like to integrate the concept into
JASPER, Monster.com’s self-assessment
tool. The results of the test can be 
appended to an applicant’s résumé, giving
employers a fuller picture of the candidate’s
character and skill set. 

Above all, he said, job seekers have to
be motivated by more than just money to
get ahead of the pack. “Jobs are measured
on three levels—skills, aptitude, and interest.
You have to figure out what your interests
are. Invest the time to bubble up what
you’re really interested in. That’s how 
you find the most fulfilling work.”

—OLAYINKA FADAHUNSI

“Dude, Where’s My Job?”
Monster.com Exec and Baruch Alumnus Speculates about the Future of Work 
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“You have to figure out what 
your interests are. Invest the time 

to bubble up what you’re really 
interested in. That’s how you find 

the most fulfilling work.”
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BaruchInBrief

Younger began his career in business
when he was in short pants (entrepreneur-
ship runs in his family). “My father was
self-employed for most of my life and ran
his own business,” Younger explains. “I’m

an only child, and he always kept me by his
side. And little by little, I learned the ropes
of operating a small business.” Nathaniel
recalls pitching for his dad to clients at
expos and seminars when he was 11.

At 13 he set off on his own, selling
replica watches from Chinatown on eBay.
At first he realized a 900-percent profit but
later left that business because of price
undercutting and market saturation. But
he made enough, at 16, to buy a much-
desired motorcycle. 

Younger found a great motorcycle for a
great price. A year later, he resold the bike
for only $200 less than he paid. Two weeks
after the sale, the purchaser called to tell
him that he should have disclosed the sal-
vage history. “I didn’t know what he
meant,” Younger recalls. “The buyer
explained that the bike had been salvaged
and rebuilt. He wasn’t upset, but he wanted
me to know about this for future refer-
ence.” Younger then became curious about
salvaged cars. That was the beginning of
Beyond Limits, Inc., a kitcar and salvage
car business of which Younger is sole owner

FAUST AND FURIOUS: Nathanie l  Younger  (’06)

and proprietor. He
was 17 years old at
the time.

Beyond Limits
provides full-car
customizations 
and conversions,
including both
external and 

internal enhancements, for cus-
tomer-owned as well as salvaged
vehicles. “We can take a Pinto
and turn it into a Picasso,” he
says. Younger outsources the
technical work and concentrates

on the business aspects. His marketing
strategies include word of mouth 
(“approximately 50 percent of customers
refer someone for some type of busi-
ness”) and the Internet. Beyond Limits
won Younger second prize in the highly 
competitive Bank of America Youth
Entrepreneur Awards Competition 
this year. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, he is 
currently developing another business with
friends, tentatively called 212city.com, a
“nightlifestyle” news Web site that will
help clubbers find hot parties and register
for them as guests (no waiting lines).
Revenues would come from participating
clubs and Web advertisement.

So does Nathaniel have time for any-
thing as mundane (and time consuming)
as hobbies? But, of course. He has a 
second-degree black belt. He flies small
airplanes. He’s an avid golfer. He’s eager to
become a certified skydiver—he’s already
into scuba diving. And he may follow his
dad—the longtime entrepreneur—into
acting (his father has appeared on such

programs as The Sopranos and this spring
Nathaniel acted in the experimental
Baruch Theatron production The 
Dr. Faustus Project).

Where does this economics major see
himself in five years? “My big hope is to
be knee-deep in investment banking, deal-
ing with bigger corporations and possibly
mergers and acquisitions. . . . I look for-
ward to the excitement and challenge of
the corporate world, to test what I have
already learned through my businesses and
my Baruch education.”     —DIANE HARRIGAN

Each year the College’s own art
gallery, the Sidney Mishkin Gallery
at 135 East 22nd Street, mounts

several notable exhibitions. This year is
no exception, with five exhibitions
planned, including Flash Points, an exhi-
bition of photographs of global trauma,
and Oscillating Impulses/Pulsiones
Oscilanpes, featuring Mexican prints. The
above canvas was part of the fall exhibi-
tion Robert Richenburg: The Path of an
Abstract Expressionist, which ran from
Sept. 28 through Oct. 27. To learn more
about past and current shows at the
Mishkin Gallery, log on to www.baruch.cuny
.edu/mishkin or call 646-660-6652.

ROBERT RICHENBURG
Clouds, 1950
Oil on canvas, 44" x 60"
Collection of Richard Zahn
Courtesy of David Findlay Jr Fine Art, New York

The Beyond Limits, Inc., kitcar called Eurosport 360.

AT THE MISHKIN GALLERY

Baruch has more than its fair share of phenomenal young people.
Nathaniel Younger (’06) squarely belongs in that rarefied company.
Whether the 22-year-old is talking about his two small businesses,

skydiving, or investment banking, he’s impressive and thoroughly engaging. Ph
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to build cultural bridges, celebrate sport,
and expand horizons. This year’s team
played four exhibition matches, offered 
soccer clinics, and visited the children’s
ward of a Johannesburg hospital, where
players handed out coloring books, crayons,
backpacks, and teddy bears. Each year the
CUNY Athletic Conference selects a team 
to tour a foreign country. The Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, and Argentina were the
sites of previous tours. —DIANE HARRIGAN

Baruch soccer stars Thomas
Murdoch (’07) and Caner Yilmaz
(’08) joined 16 soccer players
from other CUNY schools to par-
ticipate in the fourth annual 
CUNYAC Goodwill Tour, which this
summer visited South Africa. The
tour sends athletes from through-
out CUNY abroad and is intended

TWO BARUCH SOCCER STARS PARTICIPATE IN THE CUNYAC GOODWILL TOUR

B aruch has received the largest founda-
tion gift in the College’s history from
the Starr Foundation. The initial gift

of $2 million, with matching funds of up to
$3 million over the next three years, will help
provide undergradu-
ates with advanced
professional develop-
ment preparation
from freshman to
senior year, while
enabling Baruch to
develop a national
model for the profes-
sional development
of undergraduates.
The gift, a historic first according to the
National Association of Colleges and
Employers, will create the Starr Career
Development Center at Baruch College,
designed to expand and develop new initia-
tives to align traditional career services with
networking, mentoring, internships, leader-
ship, and motivation. However, the grant
will also be used to implement a new pro-
gram to help students better prepare for the
workplace by teaching the “unofficial” rules
of business, such as the importance of com-
munication, and other life skills. Students
will simultaneously fulfill their academic
requirements while they complete career
preparation modules.  

Baruch President Kathleen Waldron
noted, “Many of our 12,800 undergradu-
ates are the first in their families to attend
college. As the public institution with the
largest accredited business school, we focus

on helping our students
become self-assured 
and polished profes-
sionals with unlimited
opportunities.”

The Starr
Foundation has a strong
history with Baruch,
with dona-
tions totaling
in excess of

$5.6 million over the past eight
years. The relationship started
in 1998 with a gift to the
International Internship Program
Fund at Baruch’s Weissman Center
for International Business within
the Zicklin School of Business. 

“The Starr Foundation has
always supported students who are
the first in their family to attend
college,” said Starr Foundation
President Florence Davis. “Baruch
has developed a comprehensive
plan that goes beyond the class-
room to help students prepare for
successful careers.”

This year has been a plentiful year for
the College, with members of the Baruch
College faculty and staff generating 
$5.2 million in awards for grants and con-
tracts at the CUNY Research Foundation.
The $5 million mark represents a signifi-
cant achievement for Baruch; as recently as
fiscal year 2000, comparable awards to the
College totaled $1.7 million. This increase
will have a major impact on the working
lives of many faculty members, as the $5
million will translate into funds available
for faculty summer salaries, faculty release
time, research assistantships, and other 
program staffing.    —LARA MOON

FA L L  2 0 0 6 9

BaruchInBrief

Baruch Donors Are Shining Stars in 2006

Shown here: The CUNYAC Goodwill team and coaches in
Nelson Mandela Square in Sandton City, South Africa.

The gift will create the STARR

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CENTER at

Baruch College, designed to expand

and develop new initiatives to align

traditional career services with 

networking, mentoring, internships,

leadership, and motivation.
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LLast spring Baruch launched its Class Act

campaign, which provides benefactors the

opportunity to name a classroom or other

space at the College. Most are located in

Baruch’s 17-floor, award-winning William

and Anita Newman Vertical Campus.

Already, 29 rooms have been named, and

the cost per square foot can’t be beat any-

where in New York City.
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Ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
Class Act campaign benefactor
Michael Roth (’67), seen here with
VP for College Advancement 
Chris Cloud.





Why Classrooms?

T he classroom represents the
quintessential educational set-
ting. Many of us have abiding
associations and memories of

specific classrooms. Maybe you remember
your favorite professor. Maybe it’s the place
you first heard Shakespeare read aloud. Or
where you first understood the relationship
between micro- and macroeconomics. Or
where you met your spouse or made a life-
long friend. Or the place you realized just
what you wanted to do with your life.

Donors have an opportunity to leave a
legacy in their designated classroom with a
permanent plaque. On the plaque, some
donors choose to include a photograph and
a biography; others include a statement
expressing their values or philosophy of
life. Whatever form they take, these
plaques inspire current Baruch students,

“I am delighted
that my career has
enabled me to give
back to the school
that provided me
entry into the real
estate business. I
am so proud of all
the progress my
alma mater has
made. Baruch is

such a beautiful
place today: the
Newman Library
and the Vertical
Campus. Helping
young people get 
a great education
is very gratifying 
to me.” 

ASRIEL "RICKEY" RACKOW ('54)
Executive Managing Director
(retired), Jack Resnick &
Sons, Inc.

reminding them of the limitless possibili-
ties that lie ahead. They too can become a
CEO or an entrepreneur or a professor,
found an accounting firm, or work on
Wall Street. Furthermore, reading these
plaques, students understand that their
experience has been enabled by those who
preceded them. And all those who pass
through the classrooms are reminded of
this connection on a daily basis.

A Commitment to Students

The Newman Vertical Campus was envi-
sioned as a means to help transform the
Baruch College experience, to inspire our
students’ aspirations and reward our facul-
ty’s talents. Its “smart” classrooms include
live Internet, teleconferencing, and video
playback, while its three stories below
ground house first-rate athletics facilities
and a performing arts center. It has brought

12 B A R U C H  C O L L E G E  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E
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The Starr Career Development Center, with the help of Class Act gifts, prepares students for the world of work.
A recruiter from Abbott Laboratories recently
remarked, “I know of no other institution that can
provide the cultural and diversity advantages that
we see at Baruch. In the long run, these individu-
als will provide our company with a distinct edge
in international markets.” Class Act gifts contribute
to many other areas of student life as well, such as
the student newspaper The Ticker, athletics pro-
grams, and a host of co-curricular activities.



together this diverse College with a unique
combination of new technology and archi-
tectural design and was honored in 2003
by the American Institute of Architects
with the highest award it offers to an indi-
vidual building. The success of the Vertical
Campus followed that of the College’s
stunning renovation of the Information
and Technology Building, located just
across 25th Street and home of the William
and Anita Newman Library, which in 2003
was designated the top college library in
the nation by the Association of Research

and College Libraries/American Library
Association. The award was based in large
part on the library’s innovative use of infor-
mation technology, making it a force that
more closely connects Baruch’s very busy
commuting students to the campus.
Classrooms and related spaces—such as
conference, study, and computer rooms—
have been named in both these buildings.

The Class Act campaign is intended to
further underscore the transformation
these buildings and technologies represent.
Because the Newman Vertical Campus and

“Most Baruch students are either first-genera-
tion college students or come from immigrant
roots. I'm supporting their ability to succeed in
a career and in life. Our kids don't have silver
spoons, but they have the commitment and 
support of those who came before them.”

K E V I N  B O Y L E (MBA '90)
Senior Vice President, Ulysses Mgmt. LLC 
Trustee, The Baruch College Fund
Baruch Fellow and Mentor, Executives on Campus 
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the technology building’s renovation were
funded by New York State, Baruch does
not need to raise funds to pay for class-
rooms; instead, these Class Act gifts can go
directly to our highest priorities—scholar-
ships, career services, the library, and
faculty support.

The Next Generation …
and the Next …

Baruch College believes that named class-
rooms offer one of the best ways to bring
alive the importance of sustaining a shared
heritage: students discover their indebted-
ness to those who have come before them
and their obligation to those who will
come after them, creating a continuing
legacy of excellence and opportunity. As
one of Baruch’s most prominent supporters
and current chair of The Baruch College
Fund, Larry Zicklin (’57, LHD [Hon.]
’99), has said, in his characteristically suc-
cinct fashion, “The hallmark of Baruch
College graduates should be to learn, earn,
and return.” The Class Act campaign 
nicely captures that ambition.

Most named classrooms are located in Baruch’s 17-floor 
award-winning William and Anita Newman Vertical Campus.



“If I take the present value of my compensation since graduating from

Baruch and divide it by the cost of my education, the value proposition

of a Baruch education is clear. My contribution to the College cannot

even make a dent in everything Baruch has done for me.”

KEITH ANZEL ('76)
Managing Director/Chief Tax Officer,Citigroup Global Corporate and Investment Bank
Baruch Fellow and Executives on Campus member
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Class Act gifts have made it possible for the Newman Library to
achieve national recognition by allowing the College to acquire print
and digital collections, create group study rooms, and launch inno-
vative services, such as the laptop loan program.



WILLIAM F. ALDINGER III (’68) Classroom
KEITH ANZEL (’76) Classroom
EDYTHE AND STANLEY (’55) BECKER Classroom  
MAX BERGER (’68) Classroom
VICTOR (’47) AND NIDIA (’48) BESSO

Computer Laboratory
KEVIN BOYLE (MBA ’90) Classroom
EDWARD BRENDER (’48, MBA ’50) Classroom
CARL BRODY (’44) Lecture Hall
DANIEL CLIVNER, ESQ. (’85) Classroom
BYRON DAVID (’89) Classroom (gift from 

Sandra David)
ERNST & YOUNG/HARRY MANCHER Classroom

N A M E D  C L A S S R O O M S  A N D  O T H E R  S P A C E S  A T  B A R U C H  C O L L E G E

MARILYN BLENDER FISCHER (’41) Faculty Office
JOHN GRIFONETTI (’90) Classroom
ARNOLD A. GRUBER, CPA (’63) Study Room
MELVIN F. (’60) AND LEONA WEISS (’62) LAZAR

Lecture Hall
ASRIEL (’54) AND MARIE T. RACKOW

Conference Room
M. FREDDIE REISS (’67, MBA ’00) Classroom
MICHAEL ROTH (’67) Classroom
SAMUEL (MBA ’67, PhD ’77) AND JOANN (’79,

MS ’83) RYAN Classroom
AARON (’48, MA ’52) AND ELAINE ABRAMS

SCHECHTER Study Room

ROBERT H. SCHNELL (’61)
Classroom

EDWARD SPIEGEL (’60)
Classroom

KATHLEEN WALDRON (room
to be named)

CILKA WEISS Lecture Hall
(gift from Leon Weiss [’58])

GEORGE T. WENDLER (’69, MBA ’76) Classroom
HAROLD (’56) AND SHEILA WILSHINSKY

Classroom
LEONARD H. YABLON (MBA ’69) Faculty Office
Anonymous gifts (2 rooms to be named)
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Baruch’s most recent class-
room dedication occurred on
Sept. 15, when room num-
ber 12-155 in the Newman

Vertical Campus was officially named
the Melvin F. (’60) and Leona Weiss
(’62) Lazar
Lecture Hall in
honor of
Professor John J.
W. Neuner. John
Neuner taught at
Baruch College
for 40 years, from
1930–1970, and
was a prominent expert in the field of
cost accounting. He was also beloved by

Pictures from a Dedication

generations of students, and Mel Lazar
credits him with much of his own suc-
cess: “Professor Neuner went beyond
being a professor and conducting a
class; he was like a father to us. His
example has inspired me to become a

mentor to today’s stu-
dents.” Both Lazars have
an additional reason to
regard Baruch classrooms
with affection, since they
first met in one in a
Management 103 class.
(You can find that story in
BCAM Summer 2006, “A

Fine Romance: Couples Who Found
Love at Baruch.”)

ABOVE: Leona and Mel Lazar with their
grandchildren at the dedication event.
From left, Sydney, Jesse, Sami, Seth,
Allie, and Joshua.

RIGHT: Barbara N. Bates, daughter of
Professor John J. W. Neuner, next to
the plaques commemorating the Lazars
and Professor Neuner, which will hang
permanently in Room 12-155 of the
Newman Vertical Campus.

Sandra David chose to
memorialize her
beloved husband,
Byron (MBA ’89, PhD
90), a first-generation
American, born to
Cypriot parents, with a
Class Act classroom.
Byron loved Baruch.
Sandra said, “He relat-
ed to its students,
whom he understood
were not coddled by
circumstances and
needed to work to
finance their educa-
tion.” After earning
his degrees, Byron
remained in the CUNY
family as an assistant
professor of economics
at City College. De
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R e m e m b e r  …

All gifts for named classrooms and 
other spaces go directly to support: 

> Scholarships
> Student Career Services
> Student Activities and Programs
> The William and Anita Newman  

Library
> Faculty Research

When naming a classroom, many donors
choose to memorialize a spouse or loved
one or honor a beloved faculty member.

For more information about the 
Class Act campaign, please contact:

SANDY KOVAN (’90, MPA ’95)
Office of College Advancement
Phone: 646-660-6083
e-mail: sandra_kovan@baruch.cuny.edu

Last year Baruch College provided 
$1 million for student scholarships and
graduate assistantships with funds like
those from the Class Act campaign,
allowing students to graduate with
fewer financial burdens.

FA L L  2 0 0 6 17
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“My mother, Sadie, was a big reason I was able
to complete my Baruch degree. She understood
how education transforms lives and made sure
her four children learned that lesson as well.
Thank you, Mom.”

HAROLD L. WILSHINSKY (’56)
CEO, KAP Planning Ltd.

Sheila and Harold (’56)
Wilshinsky
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N o less than three generations of the
family have taught at Baruch, the
first two starting when the College

was still known as City College’s School of
Business and Civic Administration, while
the third and most recent generation still
teaches at the College today. 

Some people never miss a day of work,
and some students never skip a class. David
B. Saxe has never missed a
year of teaching a law
course as an adjunct at
Baruch for the last 25 years.
Such dedication comes as
no surprise to those familiar
with his father, Emanuel
Saxe (’23), one of the best-
known and most-respected
names in teaching at
Baruch. David Saxe, an
associate justice in the appel-
late division of New York’s Supreme Court,
first department, boasts a law career that
spans 40 years. He hears appeals on crimi-
nal and civil cases in the courthouse on
Madison Avenue and 25th Street, a stone’s
throw from Baruch. David has authored
670 decisions, many of which have
appeared in the New York Law Journal (the
New York Times once noted that he is the
most widely published trial judge in the
state). His professional accolades are numer-
ous, just as his father’s were, but unlike his
dad, he decided early on that full-time
teaching was not for him. 

He eventually returned to teaching part
time, because, David says, “I like the inter-
action with students, and being a teacher
gives you an opportunity to learn your
subject matter very well, because you are

obliged to know it very well in order to
teach it well. I hope I bring to my job as a
teacher not only a certain amount of legal
knowledge but also practical experience,
having been a judge for 25 years. In my
case, I see it as an opportunity to give back
and keep a family tradition alive.”

What a tradition. David’s paternal grand-
father, Bernhard David Saxe, was the first

generation of his family to teach
at Baruch (then City College), 
as a professor of philosophy.
Next came his son, Emanuel
(“Manny”) Saxe, who was one 
of the shining lights at Baruch.
After spending several years in
private practice as a CPA,
Manny began as a lecturer in 
the Department of Accountancy
in 1928. He ascended to the
rank of City University

Distinguished Professor in 1971, the first
Baruch faculty member to hold that honor,
after having served as
dean for 12 years, as well
as provost pro tem and,
ultimately, dean emeritus.
By 1968 his efforts
helped the College earn
recognition as a top-
ranked institution for
business education that
also provided a solid
foundation in liberal arts.
A trustee of The Baruch
College Fund, he was
honored with the estab-
lishment of the Emanuel
Saxe Distinguished
Lectures in Accounting.

Abe Briloff (’37, MS ’41), one of Saxe’s
star pupils, went on to become a renowned
professor of accountancy at Baruch (now
holding the title Emanuel Saxe Distinguished
Professor of Accountancy, Emeritus) and a
nationally acclaimed force in financial audit-
ing and fiduciary ethics. Briloff ’s opening
remarks from his 1978 Saxe Distinguished
Lecture in Accounting reflect the regard in
which Emanuel Saxe was held by students
and colleagues alike. “Fully justified is this
affection for this great person who was for
me and countless others for a half century a
great teacher.” Briloff describes Dean Saxe as
disabusing him of the notion that accountan-
cy was simply “journeyman bookkeeping.”
Instead, Saxe “opened wide the vistas of
accountancy,” demonstrating “the universali-
ty of that discipline—its interface with law,
economics, philosophy, communications…”

David Saxe confirms Briloff ’s praise for
his father: “He was a mentor to a lot of 
continued next page

While some people have an inherent talent for teaching, the Saxe family seems to possess a gene that
predisposes them toward taking up the noble profession.

All in the Family: The Saxe Teaching Legacy at Baruch

David B. Saxe 

Emanuel Saxe (’23), far right, with Harry Belafonte and Belafonte’s CPA and 
Saxe’s prize student, Abe Briloff (’37, MS ’41), Emanuel Saxe Distinguished
Professor of Accountancy, Emeritus, at midyear convocation, 1982–83. 
Belafonte returned to Baruch for Commencement 2000, at which time he 
was awarded a President’s Medal.


