REQUIRED ELEMENTS OF INFORMED CONSENT

· Write in language that is appropriate for the educational level of prospective participants. The universal standard for participants 18 years and over is at a 8th Grade reading level.
· Identify the principal investigator (PI), all Co-PIs, and the faculty sponsor, if applicable.

· Identify the sponsoring/funding organization, if applicable.

· Include a statement regarding age restrictions, if appropriate. For example, “participants must be 18 years of age or older.” NOTE: If your research involves minors, you must prepare an assent form and a parent/legal guardian permission form that are written in language that is appropriate for the educational level of prospective participants.
· Describe the general purpose of the study.

· Detail the main features of the study. What will participants experience or be required to do?
· Estimate the time required (duration of participation).

· Note any possible risks (discomfort) to and benefits for participants.

· Explain how anonymity or confidentiality will be maintained throughout the study or note any limits to assurances.

· Note physical or psychological harms, if any that might result from participating in the research.

· Note any benefits that might accrue directly to participants and/or society.

· Provide the name and contact information for the investigators (and faculty sponsor, if applicable) to whom questions about the research must be directed.

· Provide contact information for the Baruch Institutional Review Board (646-312-2217 or Keisha.Peterson@baruch.cuny.edu ) to which questions about participants’ rights must be directed.

· Indicate that participation is voluntary.

· Indicate that the participant can discontinue participation at any time.

· Note any compensation, course credit, or treatment that is available to participants, if any.  If applicable, note how a participant’s withdrawal from the study might affect such compensation or course credit. 
· Include a statement about medical services not being provided, if applicable.

· Indicate that refusal to participate or to continue to participate will not result in a penalty or loss of benefits. 

· Note if participants are to be videotaped, filmed, or audio taped. If so, “check offs” must be provided so that subjects may actively consent to being videotaped, filmed, or audio taped. Please explain the disposition of the tapes. Indicate if the tapes will be erased or destroyed after transcription. Explain to prospective subjects what will become of the tapes.

NOTE: Subjects should always receive a copy of the informed consent form. Unless there is some reason that informed consent has been waived or altered.
