Joint Committee on Research

Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2005

Members Present

Eva Chou, English

Tansen Sen, History

Turan Bali, Economics & Finance

Ajay Das, Management

Carroll Seron, School of Public Affairs

David Rosenberg, Law 

Ramona Heck, Management

Alan Evelyn, SPAR (ex officio)

Non-Members Present

President Kathleen Waldron

Provost David Dannenbring

Chantè Ramsey, SPAR

Meeting Agenda

I. Introductions 

All of the members of the committee noted their department affiliations, expertise, research area(s) and their research concerns.

II. Charge to Committee
Based on an interpretation of the bylaws regarding the committee’s charge, Chair Carroll Seron noted that she believes that the group is charged to create an environment that is conducive to the college. Provost David Dannenbring added that the committee is also charged with identifying areas of improvement in the research needs of the campus faculty. 

In addition, President Kathleen Waldron and Provost David Dannenbring noted that the committee would be involved in the search process for a new Chairperson of the IRB since the current Chairperson is stepping down as of May 2005. The college has hired a consultant, Jeffrey Cohen, for the assessment of and to make recommendations about Baruch College’s Institutional Review Board (IRB)—Associate Provost Dennis Slavin distributed an email to the Joint Committee on Research about Mr. Cohen’s appointment and role. President Kathleen Waldron indicated that the group’s involvement in the IRB matter will be further discussed with the consultant.

President Kathleen Waldron agreed to review the bylaws and clarify to the group the committee’s governance within the college.

III. Other Business
President Kathleen Waldron announced that the Grant Recovery policy and guidelines is currently being finalized. She informed the committee that the policy was derived, in part, from a series of recommendations from a Task Force that was established to review the grant recovery and faculty research issues. Last March 2004, the task force presented their recommendations to the administration that would provide more resources to the individual schools via a revised recovery policy. 

President Kathleen Waldron suggested that the committee for immediate feedback could briefly review the policy that is still being finalized within five days of draft distribution.  She added that after the policy is released the committee would serve as the point of contact for feedback from campus faculty—the group unanimously agreed. 

IV. Priorities of committee, based on solicitation to faculty

Institutional Review Board: As mentioned earlier in the meeting, the group will be involved with the consultant’s assessment of the IRB thereby being participative in this process. The group suggested that a brief meeting with the consultant is scheduled in the near future—Chair Carroll Seron and Chantè Ramsey will coordinate the scheduling of this meeting. Ramona Heck suggested that the faculty should be given an opportunity by administration to vent out their frustration (past and present) with the IRB in an open forum.

Committee’s Reporting Structure: President Kathleen Waldron and Provost Dannenbring informed the group that the committee should present their recommendations and report to the general faculty committee however the administration is open to hearing the group’s feedback. It was suggested that the committee is involved as the body that serves as a representation of the faculty perspective on the college’s strategic planning development.

Other: It was suggested that the committee should review methods on how faculty research can be supported through funding streams (e.g., private, government). Eva Chou suggested that the committee schedules a meeting with members of the Office of College Advancement to develop a working relationship to discuss the department’s funding priorities and the group’s priorities as it relates to the interests of the faculty.

V. Other Business Revisited

SPAR Office Event: Chantè Ramsey announced the 3rd Annual Grants Recipient Recognition Luncheon that will take place on Wednesday, May 11th to recognize the faculty grant awardees from external/Non-CUNY sources. The individuals present at this event will be faculty awardees, sponsor representatives, college administration and Mr. Robert Belknap, keynote speaker. The committee suggested that the members should be invited to attend this event and Alan Evelyn agreed.

Other: Tansen Sen left the meeting at 11:30a.m. President Kathleen Waldron and Provost David Dannenbring left the meeting at 11:45a.m.

VI. Schedule next meeting(s): The committee will schedule its next meeting that is expected to occur later this month. 
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