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50% of college students in the U.S. report that they have recently committed acts of academic dishonesty. Cheating and plagiarism are the acts most often reported. Studies suggest that the best way to prevent such dishonesty is through clear communication and dialogue: faculty should explain that dishonesty is antithetical to our educative mission and unacceptable in our classrooms. Such messages should be reinforced regularly throughout the college community.

Syllabus and Discussion

An item in a course syllabus that states the instructor’s view of academic integrity and the penalties for academic dishonesty is very valuable. Such items can range from simple references to the College’s policies (Baruch College home page: “Academics”menu; chose “Academic Honesty” or directly at http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html) to detailed explanations; faculty may ask students to include signed statements attesting to honest completion of assignments and exams, or refer students to web or Blackboard sites that set out the instructor’s policies and require students to submit written affirmation that they understand the policies and agree to abide by them. Our online Faculty Handbook (http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/topics.htm) includes discussion of these issues under “Academic Integrity,” as well as sample syllabus items and other approaches.

Sample syllabus items:

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/Academic_Integrity_Related/Academic_Integrity_Syllabus.doc
Reinforcing the statement on the syllabus via discussion early in the semester (with reminders throughout the semester) also is very important. Although ignorance of our guidelines is not a legitimate excuse, many college students are indeed ignorant of the cultural norms of American classrooms—especially on the most culturally diverse campus in the nation, with students from more than 100 countries. Clear definitions of cheating and plagiarism (contained in the “Academic Honesty” statement) can be very helpful, as can explanation of the seriousness of academic integrity, the consequences of violating it, and the way dishonesty affects other students.

Baruch College Policies 

Our policies and step-by-step procedures are articulated in the Faculty Guide to Student Academic Integrity (http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_integrity.htm). Here are two key principles:

1. Faculty members are responsible for grades.   

· The instructor brings the alleged act of academic dishonesty to the attention of the student.

· If the student admits to the act of academic dishonesty, the instructor is entitled to give him/her an F for the assignment/exam or even for the course itself. These potential penalties should be stated on the syllabus and reiterated in class.
· If the student disputes the accusation, s/he may appeal to the Office of the Dean of Students: 

Ron Aaron (646-312-4577; Ron_Aaron@baruch.cuny.edu) 

       or 

Carl Kirschner (646-312-4578; Carl_Kirschner@baruch.cuny.edu)

· If there is an appeal, the final grade is left blank with the word “purposeful” in the Comments column until the appeal is resolved. 

· These issues tend to be resolved quickly. While students often dispute accusations initially, they usually confess within a few weeks. Students are entitled to due process, but cases very rarely move as far as a hearing—only one or two cases (of hundreds) per year.

· In light of CUNY policies that permit students to retake and expunge from their GPA a certain number of courses they have failed, a D may be a more appropriate grade than an F. CUNY is considering a new grade that would imply academic dishonesty and could not be expunged.
2. All cases must be reported.                     

· The purpose of reporting is not punitive, although in some cases punishment, including suspension or even expulsion, may follow. The purpose is educative, and it seems to work: in the past 25 years only one student has been caught more than once. Obviously, reporting is key to the process, so that a student cannot falsely claim never to have cheated or plagiarized before. 

· Accusations and resolutions should be reported to Ron Aaron or Carl Kirschner (Box B2-255).

· The reporting form may be accessed at http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_integrity.htm#faculty_report_form.

Some hints to help discourage cheating during exams (also see Faculty Guide website)
· Proctor carefully.

· Forbid use of any electronic devices, including cell phones.

· Ask students to use the restrooms before the exam begins.

· Seat students apart (when possible).

· Issue multiple exams on different colored paper. The colored paper allows you to see if students next to each other have the same exam. The exams can have the same questions in different order, or, if multiple choice, with only the choices scrambled.

· Do not recycle exams.

· If you use blue books, hand out only as many as needed and be sure to collect extras. (Students have been known to take extras home and write in them as preparation for other exams.)

· To insure that a student does not turn in an exam written in a blue book s/he acquired from another class, mark your blue books inconspicuously before distributing them.

Some hints to help discourage plagiarism (also see Faculty Guide website)
· Define plagiarism clearly and clearly convey that you will not tolerate it. The section on plagiarism in the College’s writing handbook may be helpful (Ann Raimes, Keys for Writers, pp. 104-112; all undergraduates who entered as freshmen beginning September 2002 should have copies), as may one of the many sites on the web, such as Dartmouth College’s which defines plagiarism well and supplies numerous examples of types of plagiarism: http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/about/what.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/about/what.html" 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/about/what.html
· Create writing assignments that require students to synthesize materials from different sources (compare/contrast) or to use materials discussed/provided in class

· When students have handed in written work such as a substantial paper, ask them to write a summary in class of its main points and how they made them.

· Faculty requiring Keys for Writers may arrange for their students’ work to be submitted to Turnitin.com.

Contact Information 

Ron Aaron (Associate Dean of Students)


Box B2-255; 646-312-4577; Ron_Aaron@baruch.cuny.edu
Carl Kirschner (Director, Student Support Services)


Box B2-255; 646-312-4578; Carl_Kirschner@baruch.cuny.edu
Comments/Questions
This summary was written by Dennis Slavin (Associate Provost) with help from members of the Academic Integrity taskforce. Comments, suggestions, and questions are welcome: Dennis_Slavin@baruch.cuny.edu
