DRAFT 08/01/08

Metropolitan Colleges Institute for Teaching Improvement 

 ( MetroCITI (
Teaching  Fellowship  Seminar

The MetroCITI Teaching Fellowship Seminar seeks to strengthen pedagogies of liberal education in minority-serving colleges/universities in the New York City metropolitan area.  It also strives to deepen understanding of what such pedagogies entail.  The seminar is founded on a view of liberal education as striving to create thoughtful, self-reflective adults, cross-culturally competent and able to blend reason and imagination in their personal lives, professional/ occupational roles, and citizenship--all directed at creating a humanistic and just society.

Led by Anna Neumann, Professor of Higher Education at Teachers College, Columbia University, the seminar will bring together a small number of college instructors who teach introductory courses in the liberal arts (humanities and social sciences) to undergraduate students who are members of underrepresented populations.  Fellows will be full-time faculty committed to liberal education through intensive literacy-based and culturally attuned teaching.  They will be engaged actively in such teaching in NYC metro area institutions (public and private, four-year and two-year).  Fellows will have had at least two years of full-time teaching experience in the introductory liberal arts college classroom, and will be identified by administrators, colleagues, and/or students as skillful, creative, and promising instructors dedicated to undergraduates’ liberal learning and academic development.

The seminar strives to define what teaching is--how it happens--in the context of a liberal education; it also aims to support pedagogical development in liberal education.  Through discussion of readings and their own teaching experiences, fellows will strive to identify what liberal education looks like--how it comes to life--in their own teaching, and what this may reflect about what liberal education can be on 21st century NYC metro area campuses.  Each fellow will design a pedagogical project aimed at fostering liberal learning among students enrolled in one or more of her/his classes.  The fellow will then carry out and assess that project in the classroom.  Since fellows may already be using pedagogies directed at advancing students’ liberal learning, they may wish to design projects that advance, reflectively, their on-going classroom practices; or they may wish to pursue new directions.  The fellows, seminar leader, and seminar support staff will work together to track and analyze each fellow’s pedagogical project, and will provide insights toward its further development, and otherwise support the effort.

Professor Anna Neumann will initiate the seminar in fall 2008, and will convene it then every two to three weeks during 2008-09 at Teachers College in NYC. Through the year, fellows will design the pedagogical projects, implement them, and analyze their viability within and contributions to introductory liberal arts college classrooms.  Project presentations will be scheduled for spring-summer 2009.

Seminar Director:  Anna Neumann, Professor of Higher Education, Teachers College, Columbia University, an350@columbia.edu or 212.678.3272.

Seminar Calendar, 2008-09

We will meet for the inaugural session, Sept. 19th, in _____.  For all other sessions, we will meet in _____.  All sessions, inaugural and regular, will take place on Fridays, 10 am until 1:00 pm at TC. 

Inaugural Session:  September 19, 2008 (Meet in _______)

-Introductions

-Purposes of the seminar

-Initial thoughts about teaching-learning of liberal education on contemporary urban campuses

-Introduction to Pedagogical Projects
Week 1

October 10, 2008  

What is liberal education?  (Meet in _______)

-What is liberal education?  Do today’s undergraduates need it, and if so, why?

-What is distinctive about liberal education?  How may its teaching differ from other teaching? 

-Do today’s college teachers need to become better oriented toward it--and if so, why?

Rose, Mike. Lives on the Boundary. New York: Penguin, 1989.

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 2

October 31, 2008

What is liberal education? and what is it not?
-What might be getting in the way in efforts to create meaningful liberal education for current generations of college students, and especially those we teach on our own campuses?

-To clarify what something is, it can be helpful to identify what it is not.  What is liberal education not, and what does this imply for what it is--or could be?

Professor X. “In the Basement of the Ivory Tower.” The Atlantic, June 2008, 68-73.

See Mike Rose’s responses to the Atlantic article and readers’ comments’ on Rose’s:

http://mikerosebooks.blogspot.com/2008/06/on-portraying-non-traditional-college.html
- “On Portraying the ‘Non-Traditional’ College Student,” June 8, 2008.

- “More on Teaching ‘Non-Traditional’ (Or Any) Students, With a Focus on James Joyce’s ‘Araby,’” June 23, 2008.

- “Teaching Remedial Writing,” July 8, 2008.

Note:  A Google search reveals other responses (and attitudes) toward the Atlantic article.

Rich, Motoko.  “Literacy Debate:  Online, R U Really Reading?”  New York Times, July 27, 2008. http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/27/books/27reading.html?pagewanted=all
Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 3

November 21, 2008

How would you know it if you saw it?  (Our starting point is students.)

You walk into a classroom dedicated to students’ liberal education:

-What do you see and hear?  In particular, what are the students up to?  How do you know?

-Ideally, what are the students striving to learn, or develop, within a liberal education?

-How would the teacher know if they are--or are not?

-How meaningful can the liberal education that Martha Nussbaum writes about be to the generation of students we see in our classes today?  How should these aims be taught, and through what kinds of readings, experiences, and so on?

Nussbaum, Martha. Cultivating Humanity: A Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal Education. Cambridge: Harvard Univ Press, 1997.

- Introduction:  “The Old Education and the Think-Academy,” 1-14.

- Chapter 1: “Socratic Self-Examination,” 15-49.

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 4

December 5, 2008

How would you know it if you saw it? (Our starting point is students.)

(continued from last session)

Fallon, Daniel. “On the Past, Present, and Future of the Liberal Arts.” Cornell Conference on The Idea of a University, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY Oct. 18, 2002.

Nussbaum, Martha. Cultivating Humanity: A Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal Education. Cambridge: Harvard Univ Press, 1997.

- Chapter 2: “Citizens of the World,” 50-84.

- Chapter 3: “The Narrative Imagination,” 85-112.

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.
(continued on next page)

Week 5

January 23, 2009

How would you know it if you saw it? (Our starting point is the teacher.)

You walk into a classroom dedicated to students’ liberal education:

-What do you see and hear?  What is the teacher up to?  What does she do--and avoid doing?

-What is she teaching?  What is the subject matter of the liberal education that goes on in this classroom?  How may a teacher configure it for teaching?  How would you describe what the teacher knows, and how she moves that into teaching?  

-Who is she teaching?  How attentive is she to that who, and in what ways?  How do you know?

-To what extent do the who and what of liberal education intertwine?  If so, in what ways?  What exactly might this mean, and how might it show up in class?
-How do the learners and teacher engage with the subject of study, alone or together?

Graff, Gerald. “In the Dark, All Eggheads are Gray.” In Clueless in Academe:  How Schooling Obscures the Life of the Mind. New Haven: Yale Univ Press, 2003, 1-14.

Shulman, Lee S. “Toward a Pedagogy of Substance.” In Teaching as Community Property: Essays on Higher Education. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass/Wiley, 2004, 127-38.

Black, Nancy B., and Michael R. Mills. “Inspiring Teachers to Revitalize Teaching.” Liberating Education.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1984, 95-112. 

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 6

February 6, 2009

How would you know it if you saw it? 

-What can we learn, about liberal education, from recorded moments of our own experiences of it?

Bring your own written description of a single moment of liberal education to class.  Please email your description to all seminar participants by [xxTBA] _______.

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

(continued next page)

Week 7

February 27, 2009

Getting real.  How does diversity matter?

-Is liberal education meaningful in an increasingly diverse society?  If so, in what ways?

-What might it mean to teach toward students’ liberal education in culturally relevant ways?

-What is culturally relevant pedagogy?  What form can it take in a liberal education?

Please read as many of these chapters as you can:

Nussbaum, Martha. Cultivating Humanity: A Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal Education. Cambridge: Harvard Univ Press, 1997.

- Chapter 4:  “The Study of Non-Western Cultures,” 113-47.

- Chapter 5:  “African-American Studies,” 148-185.

- Chapter 7:  “The Study of Human Sexuality,” 222-256
Ladson-Billings, Gloria. “Toward a Theory of Culturally Relevant Pedagogy.” American Educational Research Journal, Vol. 32, No. 3, Fall 1995, 465-491. 

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 8

March 13, 2009

Getting real.  We prepare them for life.  Does that include a life of work?

-What can liberal education contribute to students’ occupational/professional preparation?

-How?  Through what kinds of content? pedagogy? pedagogical thinking?

-How can professional education and liberal education best serve each other’s aims?
Sullivan, William M., and Matthew S. Rosin. A New Agenda for Higher Education: Shaping a Life of the Mind for Practice. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass/Wiley, 2008.

- Shulman, Lee S., and Gary D. Fenstermacher, “Foreword,” vii-xiii.

- Authors, “Introduction,” 1-21.

Rose, Mike.  The Mind at Work:  Valuing the Intelligence of the American Worker.  New York:  Penguin, 2004.
- Chapter 4:  “A Vocabulary of Carpentry,” 67-99,


- “Conclusion:  Working Life,” 195-216.

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 9

April 3, 2009
Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.
Week 10

April 24, 2009

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Week 11

May 8, 2009

Discussion of pedagogical projects, work in progress.

Concluding Session

May 29, 2009:  Please hold 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  We will clarify at a later date.

Process of each session:

Regardless of topic, each session strives to highlight:  (a) contemporary meanings of liberal education, and ways to bring it into being in culturally, ethnically, racially or otherwise diverse college classrooms; (b) images of and approaches to good teaching and learning, given the subject matters and learners at issue; (c) implications of these for teaching-learning design and assessment, and which we will consider in concrete detail in the context of participants’ seminar projects.

For sessions scheduled in weeks 1-8 we will discuss selected aspects of liberal education in light of readings indicated for that week.  During each of these sessions we will also discuss pedagogical projects as “work in progress.”  Sessions scheduled for weeks 9-11 will be devoted fully to work-in-progress discussions of the pedagogical projects.

Concluding session, May 29th:  In this final session, we will present the pedagogical projects in “final” form.  Discussion will focus on what we have learned, about the teaching of our own subjects in the spirit of liberal education, and what “next steps” might entail.

For inaugural session, and sessions scheduled as weeks 1-11:

-Please budget three hours at TC for each session.

-We will take a break about half-way through each session.

-Session content is subject to adjustment as needed, for example, if special learning opportunities arise.

Please contact Anna Neumann with questions.  See contact information at the bottom of page 1.
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