    Polonius’s Advice to Laertes (“Hamlet,” Act I, Scene 3):
        Give thy thoughts no tongue,

        Nor any unproportion’d thought his act.

        Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar;

        The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,

        Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel;

        But do not dull thy palm with entertainment

        Of each new-hatch’d, unfledg’d comrade. Beware

        Of entrance to a quarrel, but, being in,

        Bear ’t that th’ opposed may beware of thee.

        Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice;

        Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgment.

        Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,

        But not express’d in fancy; rich, not gaudy;

        For the apparel oft proclaims the man.

        Neither a borrower, nor a lender be;

        For loan oft loses both itself and friend,

        And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.

        This above all: to thine own self be true,

        And it must follow, as the night the day,

        Thou canst not then be false to any man.
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I find I’ve really gotten into this idea of careful delineation of learning goals, and would like to extend it further. For instance, Shakespeare could have been much clearer and more focused if he had specified explicit learning goals for Laertes that were to accrue to Laertes from Polonius’s speech. Without such a list (using exactly the right key words of course), we can’t be sure that Laertes has derived any benefit from it; Polonius almost needn’t have spoken it. We need learning goals:
Learning Goals for Laertes
After attending closely to the sage counsel proffered by the estimable Polonius, Laertes will be able to:

· Distinguish between unproportion’d and proportion’d thoughts;

· Identify what is familiar and that which is by no means vulgar;

· Declaim on the subject of trying the adoption of the friends one hast;

· Describe and demonstrate the procedure for grappling friends with hoops of steel;

· Characterize new-hatch’d, unfledg’d comrades, and explain how to avoid dulling one’s palm with entertainment thereof;

· Circumspectly assess the wisdom of entrance to a quarrel, or, being in ’t, formulate strategies whereunder th’ opposed may beware of him.

Upon completing listening to Polonius’s speech, Laertes will also be prepared to:

· Give every man his ear but few his voice;

· Take each man’s censure, while reserving judgment;

· Apply valid economic analysis to determine costliness of habit;

· Cite the distinctions and the similarities between what is fanciful, what is rich, and what is gaudy;

· Discuss the validity of the assertion that the apparel oft proclaims the man, and whether that is just propaganda from the clothing industry;

· Forbear being either a borrower or a lender, and present arguments in support of such forbearance (viz., loan oft loses both itself and friend; and borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry, whereas husbandry should not be dull).

After hearing the emphatic concluding part of Polonius’s lecture (“This above all:”), Laertes will further have the capacity to discourse on:

· Philosophical aspects of truth and falseness;

· The astronomical significance of the fact that the night follows the day, and respond to those who contend that it is rather the other way around, that it is the day that succeeds the night.
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