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Date:

May 23, 2005

To:

CUNY Faculty

From:

John Garvey, Associate Dean of Collaborative Programs

Subject:
College Now Course Development and Implementation Grants
College Now invites full-time CUNY faculty to develop academically rigorous courses for high school sophomores and juniors interested in college.  Participants will design and then teach a non-credit course that introduces these students to the academic skills and habits of a particular discipline.  We are looking for imaginative courses that will engage prospective students in discipline-specific work.  
Designed to support students in the transition from high school to college, College Now is a comprehensive academic program of courses and workshops offering students the opportunity to experience the rewards and expectations of higher education.  Our goal is to have students better prepared for the demands of college by giving them the tools of disciplinary thought necessary for success in the introductory courses they encounter in their first year on campus. 
As part of this grant, we hope you will consider the following questions over the course of development and implementation:

· What types of reading, writing, or numeracy activities would prepare students for study in your discipline? 

· What prior understanding is most valuable for students taking college courses in your discipline?

· What is the proper balance of depth versus coverage in the initial contact with a discipline?

· What teaching strategies best serve younger students?

· What emergent technologies might enhance student learning in a particular discipline?

· What assessment approaches would be most appropriate?

Grant recipients will participate in a series of fall meetings and workshops with CUNY colleagues designing similar courses.  College Now staff will facilitate these meetings and provide one-on-one support for curriculum development and implementation.  During the spring, participants will teach one 45-hour section of the course to students enrolled in the College Now program at the faculty 
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member’s college.  Most likely, these courses will be held twice a week after high school dismissal. At the end of the year, participants will complete a short written review of their work in the project.

In order to raise awareness of the demands of the first year of college and have a greater impact on a larger number of students, it will be important to include high school faculty at some point in our work.   Throughout the year, we will discuss how we might promote opportunities to expand this work in high schools, including professional and curriculum development activities for these teachers.  

Faculty who participate in the workshops and teach a section of the developed course will receive a combination of resources from College Now for the support of curriculum innovation in their discipline, including:

· $1,000 for course development and participation in a series of conversations with other CUNY faculty involved in the project (about 5 meetings during the fall and 2 in the spring)
· Funds to cover teaching (most likely as an overload) for the semester they teach the newly-designed course

· Individualized consultation and development support from College Now campus and Central Office staff

· Assistance with developing materials to measure the impact on student learning

· Eligibility to receive additional funds for College Now professional development activities or travel to conference presentations

To apply, please send a five-hundred word proposal that includes the following:

· name, rank, college, department, Chairperson’s name

· indication that the department and college will allow a course overload (to be paid for by College Now)

· a short list of courses you have taught in your department

· the student learning issue(s) related to your field that you hope to address in a course for high school students

· preliminary thoughts about the course you want to develop

We recommend that applicants visit the College Now Program on their campus and meet with the staff to discuss development possibilities.  Send completed proposals by June 15, 2005 to Eric Hofmann at <eric.hofmann@mail.cuny.edu> or by mail to: OAA – College Now, 101 W. 31st St., 14th Floor, New York, NY, 10001.
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