Sample Statements on Academic Integrity from (and for) Syllabi

Syllabus items on academic integrity run the gamut from simple avowals of adherence to the college’s policy on academic honesty to more expansive statements, such as the ones sampled below. References to the college’s policy can refer students to where it may be found: http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html (accessible from the Baruch home page under “Academics”). Clear definitions of cheating and plagiarism are spelled out at the beginning of the college’s statement. Websites at Dartmouth College (http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/about/what.html) and Brooklyn College (http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/core3/currah/acinteg.htm) supply good examples of types of plagiarism and clear explanations.

Whatever the statement on the syllabus, discussion in the first class session helps to underscore to students the importance of academic integrity to the instructor, as do the instructor’s careful review of written assignments and proctoring of exams.

Several sample statements and some alternative approaches follow. They are cited with the permission of their authors. Faculty who don’t already include academic integrity statements are invited to cut and paste or revise the statements below for their own syllabi, or, of course, to devise statements or approaches that are independent of these samples.

Sample Statement #1  (Bert Hansen, HIS 1000)

College Rules and Expectations

It is each student’s responsibility (and it’s also smart) to fully understand academic policies of the College and its rules and regulations on grades, dropping courses, cheating and plagiarism, deadlines, etc.  Knowing them well will allow you to proceed to graduation efficiently and with a strong transcript.  Study carefully everything in Baruch’s brochure on Academic Honesty.  If you do not have a copy, please go to the Baruch College homepage at http://www.baruch.cuny.edu where the “Academics” tab at the top gives a pull-down menu that includes “academic honesty.”  Ask any of your instructors for clarification.

Everyone must be aware that borrowed or stolen work as well as certain kinds of shared work are regarded as cheating or fraud in the academic environment and that violations are unfair to other students and will not be tolerated.  Instances of plagiarism, cheating, or fraud are handled through the College’s disciplinary system.  Protect yourself in all your courses: (1) by understanding academic expectations clearly and (2) by avoiding any behaviors that might possibly be interpreted as cheating.  When you have any uncertainty about what might or might not be appropriate, consult with your professor in advance.  Remember that giving improper help is as clearly a violation as taking it.  Cover your answers during all in-class quizzes and exams.

Because academic work (and intellectual activity in general) depends so thoroughly on trust and on respect for each person’s right to his or her own words and other products of personal creativity, violations of College rules will be dealt with very firmly.  This course has a “zero tolerance” policy on cheating.  Any student who breaks academic rules in this course has violated the mutual trust on which teaching and learning are based and will not only receive a zero for that assignment, but will be excluded from taking any further quizzes or exams in this course, which is likely to result in a failing grade for the course.  For serious infractions the instructor will ask the College’s Disciplinary Panel to suspend the violator from all Baruch courses.  

Sample Statement #2  (Paul Arpaia, HIS 1003)

Class decorum

We will act honestly at all times, and I will ask you to state that you acted accordingly as you prepared for and performed an assignment or took an exam. During the first week we will discuss what is required ethically of historians in their work. As a reminder of the trust we have for each other, I ask you to put the following pledge on your work “I have neither given nor received any unacknowledged work on this assignment.”  I will believe you unless you give me reason not to. 

The college has established procedures to combat acts of plagiarism and cheating. Should you consider acting dishonestly, please familiarize yourself beforehand with the college’s sanctions and procedures. Remember that you alone are the ultimate judge of your personal character. 

Sample Statement #3  (Donald Schepers, BUS 9100)

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a serious offense.  The Baruch College brochure on Academic Honesty defines plagiarism as follows:

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person’s ideas, research or writing as your own:

· Copying another person’s actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes.

· Presenting another person’s ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging them.

· Using information that is not considered common knowledge without acknowledging the source.

· Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignments.

It is my policy to give a failing grade to any assignment that has been plagiarized.  A functional definition of plagiarism is four or more words taken from the work of another.  In addition, I am required by College policy to submit a report of suspected academic dishonesty (plagiarism) to the Dean of Students office.  This report becomes part of your permanent file.  

THE POINT IS: your work must be your own.  If you take from the work of another, footnote or provide a citation for reference, and use quotation marks to indicate what you have taken.  If you use another’s theory and are paraphrasing it (putting it into your own words), cite the reference.  If you take materials from the web, provide a full URL for reference.

The Library has an instructional tutorial on writing and avoiding plagiarism (http://newman.baruch.cuny.edu/instruct/default.htm).  If you have any questions, visit that site and review the material on it.
Sample Statement #4  (Donald Schepers, BUS 9100 – later version)

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is a cornerstone of the educational enterprise, and an instance of personal integrity for both you and I.  As such, I treat academic integrity seriously, not simply as a function of a course such as this.  Violations of academic integrity (e.g., cheating and plagiarism) will be dealt with in the strictest sense of University policy.  Such a violation will clearly affect your grade in this class, and may put an end to your academic career here at Baruch.  

Your first assignment (worth 10 points, to be added to what you earn above) is to read the materials posted on the course BlackBoard site regarding Academic Integrity.  After reading the materials, send me an e-mail stating you have read the materials and agree to abide by the conditions stated there as well as those in the Official Baruch College Statement on Academic Integrity (a link to this document is in the External Links section of the course BlackBoard site). [That document appears at http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/Academic_Integrity_Related/Academic_Integrity_Schepers.doc]

Written assignments are to be your own work.  You may discuss readings and cases with others, but from the moment you begin writing, the work is to be yours alone.  All exams are closed book, closed notes.  The only instrument required is a pencil and pen.  Those for whom English is a second language may have dictionaries.  Penalties for any violation will either be established in discussion between you and I, or between you, I, and the Dean of Students Office, and might include the loss of grade for any work involved.  

Sample Statement #5  (Nancy Aries and Carroll Seron, PAF 9120)

A Note on Academic Honesty

Students are encouraged to discuss the readings and to share insights in preparing assignments.  Each assignment must, however, be written and completed by each individual on his or her own.

Plagiarism and related forms of unreferenced “borrowing” of written material will not be tolerated.  If a student engages in such behaviors, he or she will receive a failing grade (F) in the course.

If you have any questions concerning issues of plagiarism, you are strongly encouraged to review the brochure entitled Academic Dishonesty that you received at orientation.  

Also, you are urged to review the website for Dartmouth College where there is a comprehensive discussion of issues related to citation, sources, and plagiarism.  The website is  http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/.   

Sample Statement #6  (Dan Williams, PAF 9172)

Academic Honesty

Students are advised to obtain a copy of Baruch policies on academic honesty.  All work submitted for a grade must be the student’s own work.  Where classroom instruction or this syllabus authorizes students to receive assistance from other students, the student submitting work must perform a substantial part of the submitted work.  Students submitting work completed in groups must have participated in group activities.  (It is unlikely that group work will be assigned in this course.)

Students may seek assistance or work in groups for exercises.  However, the submitted work should be completed by the student submitting it.  This means that the student should work step-by-step through the entire problem, not just save a spreadsheet, SPSS output or any other electronic file to a different file name.  Tests must be completed solely by the student submitting the work, without assistance.  Providing prohibited assistance will be considered the same as receiving prohibited assistance.
Students submitting material previously or concurrently submitted for a grade in any other course, whether at Baruch or elsewhere, should reveal this fact using footnotes.  If this material constitutes more that a small portion of your submission, you should alert me to the nature of this material and obtain permission before including the material.  If you are submitting this material concurrently in another course, you should also obtain permission from the other faculty member and advise me when this permission is granted.

Students leaving class during a test without the professor’s or test monitor’s permission will not be allowed to complete the test.  The test will be graded based on work completed before leaving the class.  Students arriving for tests after the departure of other students will not be allowed to take tests.  Make up tests may differ significantly from original tests.

All quotations and significant paraphrases should be properly cited using APA citation guidelines.  Work not reflecting appropriate citation will not receive a passing grade.  The professor will judge whether citation omissions are poor scholarship (receiving an F grade for the assignment) or excessive (reflecting a failure to acknowledge sources, and thus subject to the next paragraph).

Submission of work not in compliance with the foregoing requirements and/or not in compliance with any other substantial portion of Baruch College’s academic honesty guidelines will result in receiving an F for the entire course.  
Alternative Approach #1  (Richard Holowczek, STA/CIS)

During the first week of the semester, Prof. Holowczek asks students to read the page found at http://cisnet.baruch.cuny.edu/holowczak/classes/academic.html and to indicate to him in writing that they have read and understood it and that they agree to abide by it. Asking students to sign and return a written statement provided by the faculty member would present a similar, if lower tech, approach.
Alternative Approach #2  (Bill Taylor, Oakton Community College)

These documents (used by permission) – or others inspired by them – can stimulate discussion of academic integrity:

http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/taylor_letter.htm
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/facultyhandbook/taylor_best_practices.htm
